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TURNER, AMASA (next page)

Commissioner Captain after arriving at Velasco

Stationed at Galyeston

Ceptain of Post at Galveston

Guard prisoners

In June removed his company to Yelasco. Befended Burnet,

APt Colonel and sent to Coletto where he stayed until he
resigned

Late in 1836 or 37 brought his family to Temas and lived in
Custom house, Built first wharf,

1844 moved to plantation on Navidad in Lavaca County, Raised
horses, After war removed to Gonzales, Presbyterian

George 4. Turner, = son, died in Confederate services while a
typographical enginésr_.

A daughter, Julia, was married twice., Her first husband, B,
¥, Batchelor, was killed while serving in the Confederate army, On
May 10, 1868 she was married to James F, Miller. She was born
Feb. 18, 1838 the first girl bern on Galveston Island, Her daughter,
Florence C. Batchelor, was married Nevember 18, 1884 te Thomas
Franklin Harwoed,

A daughter of B, T, Batchelorjy Flerence, was bern in Yonzales,
March 3, 1861,

A son by James F, Miller, Francis F, was born October 18, 1874.
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TURNER, AMASA Borm in Scituate Plymouth County, Massachusetts,
November 9, 1800, In 1822 he moved to New York remaining there until
1825 when he moved to lobile, Alabama where he engaged in building
construction, In 1827 he was married to Julia Morse of Massachusetts,
In April, 1835, leaving his wife and children in lMobile, Mr, Turmer,
paid a visit to Texas and being pleased with the country dedided te
make it his future home, At Mina (Bastrop) he joined a surveying ex-
pedition headed by Bartlett Sims, On September 25 he joined Captain
Robert M, Coleman's Company of Rangers (Service Record No., 1488,)

On March 20, 1876 Colonel Turner at his home in Gonzales made
notes of some of his early experiences in Texas. These were published
in Volume 3 Quarterely of the Texas Historical Association and much
of the information contained in this sketch are copies from the Quar-
terly. Colonel Turner stated that after serving in the Bexar Cam-
paign for several weeks he decided to visit his family. Beofre leav-
ing Texas he visited San Felipe-de-Austin where the General Council
of the Provisional Government was sitting and was by that body (em
November 29, 1835) elected a First Lieutenant of Infantry., He was
instructed to recruit as many men as possible for the Texas army, while
in Mobile, He found it difficult to recruit men at Mobile but at New
Orleans he soon enlisted a hundred men., With these he arrived at
Velasco, January 28, 1836, The Telegraph and Texas Register, then
publicshed at San Felipe, in its issue of February 20, 1836, carried
the following item about the arrival of the men:

"Arrived, 28th Jamary, the Texian armed schooner Liberty, Cap-
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tain J, Brown.

Same day, schr, Tamaulipas, captain Mingle, carge public stores.
Sehr, Caroline, cargo, public steres Schr Pennsylvania, captaln Hoit
with one hundred men commanded by Captain A, Turner. We unflerstand
these troops will repair to Matagorda, and wait orders fromthe Pre-
visional Covernment, 1t is ghoped, if no other important duty is
assigned them, they will relieve the volunteers who have so patriot=
ieally, and patiently sustained Sam “ntonio since its surrender for
it appea?s more diffigult to get men to garrison that place than it
was to raise them to reduce it,"

At Velaseco two companies were organized from the recruits and
from individuals ar iving at that place, Ome company wae enlisted
as regulars for a peried of two years with Captain Turner in command,
he having received a Captain's commission, February 4, 1836. The
men of the other company enlisted for a peried of two years as Per-
manent Volunteers, electing John Hart as Captain and Richazd Roman
as First Lieutenant., Roman shortly afterward succeeded Captain Hart
in command of the company., A third company, commanded by Colonel
William S, Fisher, was alse recruited at Velasce. IMajor John Forbes
was ordered te Velasco to conduct the three companies to Gonzales,
the headquarters of the Texas army. General Houston, however, had
started his T etreat and was joined by the recruits on March 26th on
the Colorado. OCaptain Turner commanded Company B, First Infantry of
the Regular Army at San Jacinto., He was issued a Donation Certificate

No., 562 September 27, 1838 for 640 acres of land for having partici-
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mted in the battle. He received Bounty Certificate No, 1324 for
1280 acres of land for his services in the army from November 29,‘ 1835
to August 5, 1837,

On May 4, 1836 Captain Turner was ordered to go on beard the
Yellow Stone, which was then lying in Buffalo Bayou a mile &beve
Lynehburg, with the prisoners taken inm the battle and proceed to Gal-
veston and there report to Colomel James lorgan who cemmanded the Post
of Galveston. The Yellow Stone arrived at Galveston at a bout midnight
on the night of the fifth and Captain Turner remained there in command
of his company until August 28, 1836, when he was commissioned Lieuten-
ant Colonel of the First Regiment of Infantry., He was ordered to head=-
guarters on the Lavaca in Jackson County. He stayed in Camp Johmnston
until the following December when tendered his r esignation. General
Houston, however, refuscd to accept it but agreed to grant him a
furlough of sufficient length to enable him to return tc Mebile for
his family, move them to Galveston, and then take command of the post.
On his return trip Galveston was reached February 6, 1837 and on the
following day Majer Isaac N, Mereland was relieved as commander of
the post. Colonel Turner resigned his commission August 5, 1837.
Shortly afterward he accepted a position as boarding efficer from
Gail Borden, Jr., Collector of Customs for the Post of Galveston. In
the fall of 1837 Colonel Turner built the Galveston Hotel which he
rented to Biggs and Brothers,

In 1839 Colonel Turner improved a plantation on Cedar Bayou,

Harris County, but divided his time between that place and Galveston
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until 1848 when he moved to the Navidad, in Lavaca County, and began
to farm, In 1853 Fifth Legislature- H of R, he was elected to repre-
sent Lavaca and Gonzales Counties in the ilouse of Representatives of
the fourth Texas Legislature Nov, 3, 1851 te Nev., 7, 1853, and again
in 1854 to represent the counties of Lavaca and DeWitt. During the
Civil War he was Provest Marshall of Lavaca County. In 1865 he

moved to Gonzales where he comtinued to reside until his death July 21,
1877. He was a liason and a member of the Texas Veterans Associabien,

Hig grave in the Masonic Cemetery in Gonzgles is Marked,

Notes:
1853 Okland, Lavaca County

Harrisburg County Board Mareh 15, 1838
Texas December, 1835
League and labor of land

Concepecion
Grass fight
Storming of Bexar

Only two sons killed while serving in Confederate army
Only daughter married Mr., Batchelor Gonzales, 1865
Mrs, Turner died in March, 1866.
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TURNER, AMASA - Was married to Julia Mess (?) (Could not read
the name.) Children of this union were (1) George A., (2) Marcellus,
and (3) Julia Turner,

(1) George A, Turner died in the Confederate service while a
typographical engineer,

(2) Marcellus Turner was married to Mary Reaves. Children of
this union were (a) Julia, (b) Frank, (c¢) Nina and (d) Eugene Turner.

(a) Julia Turner was married to _____ Rhodes, Their children

are " i . . s Mrs, Rhodes resides in Flores-

ville, Texas,

(b) Frank Truner was married to ____

(¢) Nina Turner was married to ____ .

(d) Bugene Turner was married to ____ .

(3) Julia Truner was born February 18, 1838, the first Anglo-
American child born on Galveston Island, She was married twhice.
Her first husband, B, F. Batchelor, was killed while serving in the
Confederate Army. The only child of this union was Florence C, Bat-
chelor who was born in Gonzales March 3, 1861, On November 18, 1884
she was married to Thomas Franklin Harwoed Jr,, son of Thomas Frank-
lin and Cordelia (Brown) Harwood. Thomas Franklin Harwoed, Jr., was
born in Gonzales, November 8, 1857 and died there February 7, 1929,
His children were Miller Harwood, Harlingen; Cordelia Brown Harwood,
deceased, who married L, W, Hoskins; Miss Amasa Turner Harwood, Gon-
zales; and Winston Harwood, Harlingen.

On May 10, 1868 Mrs, Julia (Turner) Batchelor was married to
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James F, Miller. A son of this union, Francis F. Milles was born

October 18, 1874.

September 4, 1939

Mrs, Julia Rhodes, Floresville, Texas: I am preparing short sketéhes
of the prominent men and women of the Republic of Texas., You are
receiving two copies of this sketch, ome of which you are to keep.

I shall appreeiate it if you will fill in SOME of the blanks in the
other and return it to L. W, Kemp, 214 Westmoreland Avenue, Houston,

Texas.
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