ROBERT STEVENSON

Robert Stevenson was Lorn in County Tyrbhs,
Ireland in 1805, He came to Teves from Tennessee in the
f£211 of 1832 with his family. He received title to é
leazue of 1and in Ausgtin'se Secqnd Coleny, situated in the
present County of Trazos, In Figt Clags Headpight
Certificate No.%8 iseued to him Fobpuary 1, 1872 for one
labor of land by the Board of Lend Commiseicners for
Yashington County it is certified that he arrived in
Texas in the fall of 1832,

r, Stevenson was a member of Cantain Ceorge M,
Coilinsworth‘s Company at the ecanture of Cplizd October :
9, 1835. (ZIie Papers of Hirabesu Buonaparte Lamap, Vol.l,
p.242,) He eommanded Captaiﬁ Yi1lian ¥, U111'e Company
at San Jacinto, Captain Hill beinz 211, On an original
roll of Captain Hiil's Comnany at muster Apprid 11, 1836
the following information concerningMr. Stéevensonls ziven?
Hle wag born 1n County Tyrons, Ireland in 1808, He wag
enligted on the Colorado, Mareh 20, 1876 by Captain Joseph
P, Lynch., He was six and one-half fect in heighi; of
fair complexion with hazel eyes and fair hair, He was
a merchant,

Cantain Stevenson received a Ponatlon Certifieate Ho,
820, Useember 13, 1838 for 840 aeres of land for having
partieipated in the battle of San Jaeinto. Hig wife in
1837 had been the widow of Robert J. los=el®y(Pook A,
nase 41, Prohate Yinutes of "ashington County). At

her death Coptain Stevengon wag marrled to Susan Ann



Robins=on, dsughter of '"111iam Robinson,

Wy, Stevenson was probably very well acauainted with
David Croekett in Tennessee for on February 27, 1837, he
wag appointed in ‘ashincton County administrator of his
estate, In his petition to e apvointed he eald "Petioner
believing himself to be the princinal ereditor,”

Uy, Stevenson wasg one of the foundersg of the town of
Independence, ‘‘ashington. The following 1s from‘volume
B, page 200, Deed Hecords of “ashington County, dated
December 2, 1836,

"Know a1l men by these presents that we Je.G.¥. Pierecn,
Cobert Baker, ~, L. Burchard and Lobert Stevenson are
heid and firmly bound to eaeh other in the penal sum of
osne thousand dollars in case of the fallure of elther
pafty to eomply with the following 2greement, the con-
aitione of the above bond is such that Yhereas the parties
named sbove have this d~2y become eaqually interested incs
cert=in parcel of ground containing saventy eipht acres
this day 1aid out into a town to be named the towm of
Independence, the plan of which is hereunto attached......”

Cantain Stevenson was 1iving in Yaeshington County |
ng 1ate ae the vear 1741, lHe died in Colorade County
in 1844, ﬁis widow, Yrs. Susen 4nn Stevenson was ap-
pointed administrator of his estate January 28, 1844,
ﬁrs. Stevenson wag later married %o a r. Gardner and
dled nrlor to January 19, 1848, at vhich time Harrison
Gpege wag appointed administrator of Captain Stevenson's
estzte. Land on his Sen Jeeinto Donation Certificate

had been surveved in Navarro County and Hr, CUreg: was



authorized by the Probate Ccurt to sell it.

A letter vritten by Captain Stevenson 2t Lyneh'e
ferry near the S-n Jaeinto Battlefield, Aoril 23, 1836
to hie brother in 3he}byv111e, Bedrord Connty, Tennesaee

was published June 14, 1836 in Vol,2, No.81 of The

Herald of MNew York City, that paver stating thet the letter
wag Tiret printed in the lJaghville (Tennesses)_lannsp, but

did not furniech the date of 1ts publiecation, Folleowinz
is a copy of the letter:

Lynch Terry, (Texns,)
234 Anril.

Santa Anna nct meeting with any opposition in his
march through the eountry, pushed on from the Sragos
River with about gix hundred of hie best soldiers, to
take posseseion of Galvegton Bay, the only nort in Toxas
whigh he had not in his possession. Houston, aware of
his intention, and vho wag then on the Srasos River, sixty
inlles above the position of the enemy, determined to
oursue Santa Anna, ewecting to come up with him about
HJarrieburg by foreed marches., "o arrived 2t thet place on
the evening of the 18th inst., but the enemy had Teft o>
Galveston Bay. General Houston, to fagilitate our move-
ments, 1éft all bapoace, ﬁagﬁns and the asick at Harrisburg,
unier the charge of about.three hundred men, and by march-
ing all night of the 19th, on the morning of the 20th
came within sight of the enémy. We immediately took
poe=session of a strong position on the bank of Buffalo
Bayou, and the enemy eame on to attack us, mt were re-

pulged by the discharze of two four pounder cannon loaded



n‘

loaded with grape and canister shot. They then returned
into a heavy body of timber shbout 2 mile on our front, and
remained there until the next morningz, the 2lgt inat.,

when they were reinforeed bv absut five hundred and fifty

men under Gen, Coe. "e were then certain of being at-

tacked in the enurse of the Aay, but towards evening, Cen,
Houston seeins that they A14 not intend bringing on the
attack, and fearing they would receive further reinforce-
mente, deftermined to attaek them on their own ground,

¥ith thie intention, he formed his 1ittle army into

three divisions, with our artillery in front, and marched )
on to the attack. The left wing commanded by Col, Sherman,
were first sttacked by a héavv Tire of musketry from the
Timber, when the centre and right wings commanded by Col.
Burieson and CGen. Houston, marched forvward under a dige-
qhar@e of grape and csnister from the eneny's artillery

1n front, which we at last were obliged to rharge, end

the battle beemme peneral along the lines, we rushed

‘forward with great impetuoeity, jumped the enemy's breast—

Uoﬁks, the ALAYO being our war erv, took possession of

| tbeir artillery, and drove them from their nosition, Our
,-MM then commit?ed dreadful havoe amon« them, :md they

gave way in every direction, we kept up the nursuit until

nicht, scarecely one cserned, shout “ive hunéred‘is entd to

have been killed, osmong them many officers of ﬂistlnetlon

and among Cen, Cos, Santa Anna wag taken rosterday morning

about seven miles from this place, his Adjutent General

and Secretary, with Col. Almonte, and manv officers were



e avening ~fter the battle was over, Our forece
sut seven hundped and £AfEY men engaged in the
2, and our loss wWRs efVen ki11ed, and about twenty
‘Aed, - Mever was there a greater vielory according to
., pumber of men engeged, and the results are gtorious
, the army »nd prospects of TEXAS.

I forpot to say that we had %o mareh through the onen
orairie to come %o thelr position, which was on the edge
of the timber. Gen. Houston had two horses killed under
him, and was shot through the leg. 1 commanded in the
centre division, a2 eccmpany who behaved with a great deal
of braverv. Tell old lr, Greer, of Sugar Creek, that his
eon Thomes was in the action, end behaved with much
bravery.

Gen. Houston is about to treat with Santa Anna, =nd the
way is probably at an end; and our indenendence will be
acknowledged by the Mexican Covernment. Hupprah for Texas!

Yours respectfully,

R, STEVENSON.
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