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SPARKS, STHEPHEN FRANKLIN « Born in Yazoo County, Mississippi,
April 7, 1819, a son of Richard and Elizabeth Sparks, His father
served in the war of 1812 and moved to Texas in 1833 and settled in
what 48 now San Augustine Uounty. In the fall of that year he moved
to a place five miles north of Nacogdoches, OStephen F,, was a member
of Captain H, T, Ldwards Company in the campaign of 1835,

Reminiseences of My, Sparke were written by him to Reverend J.
L, Valker of Bruceville, Temas, March 16, 1895, and were published
in the (marterly of the Texas listorical Assosiation in July, 1908,
Fyom there this sketeh was largely prepared.

Returning home from the amy lir, Sparks attended for a short
time a sehool taught by Thomas U, Brooks., On Mareh 8, 1836, a vol=
unteer company was orgenized at Nagogdoches of which a My, Henderson
was elected eaptain, The company reached ' ashington-onethe-Brazos
on the day that word was received there of the fall of the Alamo,
The companywas disbanded the next day and Hr, Henderson started on
his return to Nacogdoohes, Un the day foklowing this Mr, Sparks,
Thomas D, Brooks, Howard Balley and Samuel McGlothin were ordered
to go to Harrisburg and impress horses and guns for the arny. They
were thus engage! for a period of two weeks, "Our orders from the
cabinet,” wrote Mr, Sparks, "were to press every hopse and gun that
was necessary for the pm-ouon of the people who were fleeing be-
fore Santa Anna's army; to press every horse tlmt we found on the
prairie that was suitable for the army, to Moiyt m Af we could

find the owner, and in any case to send: him to the army,”
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Further on Mr, Sparks wrote: "I think it was the next day that
Captain “lley came from Calveston with two pleces of cannon, called
the "twin sisters', He asked the authorities to let us go with Cap-
tain Wiley, snd join Houston's army, They agreed to let us go, and
the next day we took up the linme of mareh, arriving at louston's avmy
the following afterncon, <+hey were then ab what was known as Groce’s,
It was sbout two o'cloeck im the afternoon when we arrived, and nearly
all tho'am had erossed to the east side of the river, Ye 1ocked
around for the lacogdoches company, and after finding them;, we joined
them, "

In Service Resord No, 4686 signed at Harrisburg April 8, 1836,
it is certified that 5, F, Sparks, Thomas U, Brooks, Howard Bailey,
Henry Chapman and lenry M, Brever entered the service at Nacogdoshes
Hareh 8, 1836, as volunteers and had been engaged by the govermment
in various services., On April Sth they were ordered to report theme
selves to the commander-in-shief of the amy, ‘hey enlisted in Cap-
tain Ha._vdm Arnold's "Nacogloshes Company,” April 12, 1836,

On May 4, 1846 My, Sparke was issued Yopation Certificate Nb. 11,
for 640 acres of land for having participated in the battle of San
Jacinto, An aot of the Leg islature, approved September 1, 1856,
appropriated 640 acres of land to him for having participated in the
Storming and Capture of Bexar, December 5 to 10, 1835, This was une
ugual since it was customary to tn;u only one lonation Certificate
to a soldlier, regardless of the number of conflicts he had been ene
gaged in, In Headright Certificate lio. 73 issued to him February 1,
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1838 for one labor of land by the Hacogdoches County Board, it was
gtated that he came to Texas in January, 1833,
¥p, Spraks was married to Zmily B, Whitaker, daughter of
, Uotober 6, 1836, Mrs, Sparks died ___ o Mp,
Sparks died Mureh 12, 1908 at Rockport while a member of the Texas
Veteran Ameiatim. Ohildren of Mp, and lirs, Sparks were ________»
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