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SOMERVELL, ALINANDER - Born in Aquaseo, Prince George Coumty,
laryland, June 11, 1796, a son of James and “1izebeth (Magruder) Somer-

vell, James Somervell was born April 19, 1751 and died May 15, 1851.

He was married twice, his second wife belng “lizabeth Magruder.
. Alexander Somervell moved to Louisiena in 1817 and there engaged
in merchandising, He arrived at Hrazoria, April 30, 1833 on the Sge
bine, Captain Borwn, George B, Erath was a fellow passenger. He
sottled at Han Felipe deo Augtin whers he continued hiz mercantile
business, having as a partner James F, Perry, The following is an
extract from o letter from Jumes F, Perry, Peach Point, Texas, dated
Oetober 22, 1833, to Stephen F, Austin, Mexico City., *t was published
in the Austin Paperas )

"#ince you left I wrote to Missouri for a My, Alex

Somervell, a man I have been acquiinted with for many

yoars and in whom I have full confidence, He came in

Hay and Austin (Bryan) and him have been in charge of

the store, since I gave him an interest as L thought it

best,”

A% Gonzales on lareh 12, 1836, Mr, Scmervell was elected ¥ajor
of the Firet Begiment of Texame Volunteers, Un April 8th he was slege
ted Lieutenant “olonel of the First Hegiment of Texns Volunteers, suce
ceeding Sidney ~herman who wag elected Colonel of the Second fRegiment,
He participated in the Battle of Sen Jacinte and remsined in the army
until June 7, 1836, when he resigned to accept the post of Seeretary
of War in President Burnet's w. On November 10, 1838, he was
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issued Bounty Certificate No. 4414 for 320 acres of land for having
served in the army from Hareéh 6 to June 6, 1836, He received Donmation
Certificate No, 230 for 640 acres of land May 26, 1838, for having
participated in the Battle of San Jasinto, In Headright Certificate
lo, 2 for cne-twelfth of a league of land &ssued to hinz January 11,
1838 by the Austin County Board it is stated that he came to Te:ms

in 1833,

Colonel Somervell was elected Senator from the Uistrict composed
of Coloradc and Austin Counties to the First and Second Congresses
Oetober 3, 1836, to May 24, 1838, On November 18, 1839, he was
elected Brigadier General of the First Brigade, In 1842 he commended
the "Somervell Expedition.” (See sketeh of Captain ¥illiam M, ilaste
land in this volume,) On December 13, 1842, he was appointed Collec-
tor of Customs for the Port of Calhoun, %0 this position he was re-
appeinted after Texas had entéred the Union. In 1847 Gener:l Somere
voll, James Power and John ¥, ‘igme were the owners of the town of
Sglnria in Calhoun Com:ty.

Rev, Homer 8, Thrall in his Pietordal History of Texas, psge 622,
tells of the tragle death of General <omervell which occurred in
February, 13541 "No satisfactory statement of the manner of his
death has ever been given to the public, Hs started from Lavaea to
Saluria in & amall boat, carrying a considerable amount of money,
shen found, the boat was bottom side up and Ceneral Somervell was
lashed to the timbers, Whether he was killed for money, which was
never found, or the boat capsized, will probably never be lmown,"
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The last will of Genernl Somervell was signed at San Felipe,

May 6, 1835, His estate was opened for probute Mareh 13, 1854, in
Calboun Gounty and J, e Settle and Thomas iorrell were appointed
administrators (Book A, page 233, Probate Journals of Calhoum Countye).
In his will Gencral Somervell gave the names of his parents, who were
at that time dead, and furnished the name of his place of birth, He
loft $2,000,00 to his brother-ine-law, Rev, Thomaus Yorrell, and the
rest of his estate to his brother, James “omervell of “omervell of
Agquaseo, Prince George County, MNarland,

Mrs. G, T, ¥illiams, 1215 John Street, Saltimore, Maryland, is
in pogseszsion of the -mmervell fumily Pible.

Children of James Somervell, father of “lexander Somervell, by
his first msrriage were (1) Thomas Trueman, (2) Ann, and {3) Susan
Somervell,

(1) Thomas Trueman Somervell was Married, - ehild of this
union was Susan Ann Somervell, who married Dr, iiichael Juniper Stone.
A ghild of theirs, Mary “'lizabeth Stone, was married to Walter Coltin.
A ohild of My, and lps, Coltla, Sue Coltin, was married to G, Thompe
son Williems and now resides at 1215 John Strest, Daltimore, daryland.

(2) Ann Somervell was married to Rev, Thomas Horrell.

{3) Susan Somervell was married to Louis Mackeall,
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[Tetternead: Lynne Tamborello Attormey at Law Shell Building
Houston, TmJ
August 16, 1939
Mr, L, W, w'
214 Vestmoreland /ivenus,
Houston, Texas
Dear Sir:

Thank you very much indeed for your let ter of Augast 15th,

pelative to Captain Jeseph Sovereign.

I £ind the following additional information which you may
desire to add to your records. |
There is a death certificate on file with the City of Houston,
Health Department, showing that Joe Sovmeelgn, eekewed, died in
Houston Texas on Jamary &, 1877. le was a native of Portugal,
aged 87 years, and his ocoupation was shown te be gentleman, The
abtoxiaing Physieian was Powell, and the dnnu of death was assigned
a8 inanination.
Innsmuech as this information may be an addition to your records,
i am passing it on to you.
Yours very truly
(Signed) Lynne Tamborelle
LPs0S.
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