SMITH, ROBERT W. - Sorn in North Carolina, December 19, 1814,
In Headright Certificate Yo, 78 issued to him February 1, 1838 for
three-fourths of & league and one labor of land by the liacogdosches
County Board of Land Commisisioners it is stated that he came to
Texas in March, 1835, He was a surveyor. He was a member of Cape
tain Hayden Arnold's "Nacogdoches Company” at San Jacinto and om
Jamaary 26, 1839 was iesued Don.tion Certificate boe 785 for 640
acres of land for having participated in the battlss On Cecember 2,
1837 he regeived Dounty Certificate No, 1183 for 320 acres of land
for having served in the army from Hareh 6 to June 6, 1836, He was
captain of a volunteer company in 1838, and commanded a company in
183 in the campaign aghinct the Cherokecs in East Texas. He is given
eredit for having fired the shot that ended the career of the famous
ehief, Bowles, July 16, 1839. 4 marker where Powles fell, in Chero-
kee County, will be placed by the Commnission of Control for the Texas
Centennial, <he battlefield was mried years later by Judge i, B,
Watking and Heverend C, A, Tower, The sword used by Chiof Bowles

was capbured by Captain Smith and was used %o till “linton lLedge

Noe 23 until 1861, when it was loaned to Colomel James Hi Jones, who
wore it during the Clvil War, It was returned to the Lodge and was
by the lodge presented to the Che okee nation in 1890, It is now
supposed to be the property of the masonie Lodge in Tahleqoysh,
Oklahoma,

Captain Smith served under Ceneral “ames “mith when he helped

to suppress the Regulsbor-ioderator War in east Texas in 1842, He



157

was the 7 irst sheriff of Rusk Couhty,

Captain Smith was married to Mary Jane Uatkins at Nacogdoches
in 1837. Mrs, “mith was a daughter of Jesse Watkins of Fuirfax
Gounty, Virginia, Ir, Yatking came to Texas in 1833, In 1835 he
ieft his hcno-t.‘o 2o to Prade with Indians, e never returned, 5.-
ing ki..‘:.ha by the Cherokees, Captain Smith dled Decem er 15, 1851
and is vubied in the old Pleasant Hill Cemstery, seven miles west
of the town of Hendersom, ‘usk County, Irs, “mith was born in
Tennessee on November 25, 1819 and died June 9, 1890, “he i@ buried
in the Pleasant Hill comelery.

Children of Captain and Mrs, Smith were Joseph &, Smith, who was
never mrried; J. Madison Smith, who was married to Sallle Spruce
who survives her hugband and resides in Troupe, Texas; Elimabeth
Smith, who was marrvied to Dr. O, ¥ Lskridge, and Malvina Suith, whe
was married to Taylor Brown, Jr, ' ’}

Surviving grendchildren of Captain and Mrs, Smith ave “rs,
Carrie Cox; J. Flem Smith, Dallas; Mrs, Gertrude Mock, Troupej Judge |
B, Ty Brown, Hemderson; Mrs, Mary OCulp, Henderzonj lMrs. lo.y Crane,
Kilgore; Joseph Brown, Houston; M, “linton Brown, Iéngvim. and
Hre, ¥innie Brovn Redding, Route 2, Henderson, Texas,
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