SMITH, JUHN - Arrived in Texas in Decamber, 1835, as a menber of
Captain ¥, 4, U, Yadsworth's Company of the Georgia Battalion. ¥For
reasons oxplained in his affidavit printed below he joined Captain
Willianm H, Patton's Company dapch 20, was promoted to First Jergeant,
participated in the battle of JSan Jaginto as such and was discharged
August 6, 18364

Following is the petition of lr. Smith found in the files of
the Board of Claims, General Land Office, dated Fgbruary 13, 1260:

"Your petitioner John Smith of the County of Starr, State of
Texas, would respeetfully represent that he is entitloed to three
bundred and twenty acres of land for three months service as & volullw
teer under the late Republic of Texas under the coummand of Captain
Vme “adsworth,

“Your petitioner joine@ the company of Captain Vadsworth on or
about the 15%h December 1835 and contimmed in the service under Cap-
tain Gadsworth until about the 20th day of Mareh A, U, 1836, Your
petitionsr was not in the battle under Colonel Famnin, he being absént
under orders on an express to Jan Sntonio.

“On about the 20th day of Mareh A D 1836, your petitioner joined
the campany of Capt. ¥m, He Patton on the Colorado River, and cone-
tinued in the service under Captaln Fatton until about the Gth day
of Asugust A. U, 1836, Petitioner received an honorable discharge
from C,ptein Patton, which he sold to some perscm, name not recollested,
who is entitled %o the pay and bounty for his sabd service under
Capt, Patton,



"Your petitioner however did not receive any discharge from Cape
tain "adasworth, as he and all the officers of his ccmpany fell in the
Pannin massacre,

"Your petitioner is the just owner of the claim for three months
service under Captain Vadeworth for which he is entitled to three
hundred and tventy aeres of land, and that he has not sold,sleniated
or transferred the same in any manner, and that he has never received
and digcharge from the said service from the causes stated herein,"”

In the same file is the following deposition of Captain David
Burphree who commanded Captedn William H, Patton's Company at San
Jagintos

"On this 3rd day of March A D 1860, before me George ¥, Gamell,
Clerk of the County Court of 5gid County and Sgate, personally
appeared Ugvid Muwrphree to me well known, who being duly sworn
ageording ¢o law declared

That in the spring of 1836, a few days agter the arrival of Santa
Anna at San Antonlo, he, with e mmall party, w as engaged in conveying
supplies from the Hanches on the San “ntonio to the Croping of the
Cibolo, on the Goliad Hoad, whm by agreement Colonel Fannin with
his command should have been and now finding the troops thore, one
of his party was dispateched to communicate with Colonel Fannin, Scme
two or three lays afterwards this Courder returned to Cibdlo accompane
ied by one John “mith and teo or three others, bearing a communicae
tion from Colonel Fannin to his said party, directing it either to
return to Goliad ro to go to Conzales where troops were then assembling,



with a view to relieve the Alamo, The lautter direction was chosen,
The said John Smith accompaning the party was thereby prevented from
returning _t.o Golied and joining his company, and gonsequently escaped
the massacre at Goliad. It was understood that the sald John “mith
voluntesred by permission of his commander to accompany the said
GCourier (who joined his affiants party at the Cibolo) as an escort
for the safety of the dispatoh, expecting to return immediately to
his proper Company at Goliad, and, ag before stated, was prevented
hy affient's party going to Gofizales instead of to Goliad.

Affiant further states, that the sald Smith joined the same
company with him at Conzales, towit, Wm., i, “atton's “ompany - and
served together with affiant throughout the campaign of 1836, Was
Orderly Sergeant of sald Company. ¥as in the Hattle of San Jasinte,
and at all times discharged his duty as a Soldier,"”

Bounty Certificate No, 312 for 320 acres was issued to Mr, Smith,
December 22, 1860 for having served in the ermy from December 15,
1835 to February 15, 1836. I1a the ce-tificate it is written that
kr, Smith escaped the massaere at Goliad, ¥Mr, Smith was living in
Starr County, December 22, 1860 when he sold the certificate to
Adolph Bohn for $96.00.

Mir, Smith was issued & headright certificate February 1, 1838
for one~third of a lesgue of land by the Bragoria Younty Board of
Land Commissioners,
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