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SMITH, ERASTUS ("Deaf Smith") - Born in New York State April 19,
1787, the son of Chiliad and Mary imiths In 1798 his parents moved
to lilssissippi and settled near Hatohoa.‘ Irastus first came to Texas
in 1827, but remained only a short time and nothing is recorded of
nis trip., He was of fecblo health at the time, but his constitution
wa:ogsnt up againe, He returned to Texas in 1821 and made his heade
quarters at Sexar, and there in 1822 he married 4e lirs, Guadalupe
Ruiz Duran, widow of Vingente Duran,

Green DeWitt on April 15, 1825, had been officially granted a
contract with the State of Coshulla and Texas to introduce four
nundred families within designated boundaries, now embracing Deiits,
Guadalupe, Caldwell and portions of Lavusa and Larnes Counties. le
comnissionsd James Kerr of Missouri to seloct and lay oub a site for
a capital of the colony, and in August 1825 we find Kerr, Srastus
Smith, Basil Durbin, Geron Hinds, John Wightman, James lusick, ir,
Sericicland and some negro servantsof lr. Kerr engaged in this work,
This site, abgndonad the following year, was located near where the
preasent oity of Conzales stands,

At the outbreak of the Temas Rgvolution, tho loyalty of Smith
to Texng was a matter of uncertainty, due to his past magooiationa
with Mexicans, When Austin's symy was organized at Gonzales, however,
Smith was one of the first to enlistand it was not long before he

had gained the confidence of all loyal Texans, [e was detalled on
soout duty,for which he was peculiarly fitted, being thoroughly ace

quainted with the manners and customs of the Mexicans, and with the
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topography of the frontier, He participated in the fight at
Concepeion, where the first Texan, Richard (Big Dick) Andrews, fell
in the actual revolution and marched at the head of F, W, Johnson's
cormand as the Texans made their way into the oity. While on top

of the Veramendi House, December 8th, he was wounded, at the time
- the galiant Benjamin X, Hilam was killed in the Vgramendl yard,

Upon the recrganization of the Army under General Sam Houston

at Conzales in Mareh, 1836, Smith was assigned to the Cavalry Corps
and put in command of reoruits, Vhile near Harrisburg he captured

a courier with important dispatches to Santa “mna, disclosing the
whereabouts of Santa “nna and his army, On the morning of April 2lst,
he destroyed the bridge over Vinse's Bayou, and when the battle opened
on that memora le day, he fought gallantly. After the battle he was
sent by CGeneral louston to overtake Gemeral Filisola and deliver to
him orders from Santa “una to retreat with his men from Texas soll,

After the fall of Bexar in 1835, Smith and his family moved to

Columbia to live. While mo longer connected vith the Army, he was givenw
permission to raise and command a company of rangers, nninf@*nc own
judgment as to where and how he should operate. On February 17, 1837,
with twenty men under him, he fought a battle on a ereeck five miles
from Laredd with a foree of Mexicans superior in number, In his
official report of the engagement, he stated that ten of the enamy

had beea killed and as many more“Wounded, and forty of their horses
eaptured, Tyo Texans were wounded and nome were killed, Smith stated
that his object was "to railse the flag of Independence on the spire
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of the Cgtholic Chureh at lLaredo."

On November 11, 1836, the President signed an ict of Congress
under which Epastus Smith could be presented by the Republie of Texas
any house and lot in San “ntonio that Smith might choose, He selested
the one owned by Hamon Husquiz situated on the north sast corner of
main square, now called Main Plaza, and within less than a bloock of
the Veramendi House where Sowie won his bride and where Milam fell
on Decamber 7, 1835, In 1924 a patriotic organization placed a marker
on the bullding standing on the site of the old Musquiz home with
the following inseription on it:

8ite of Governor Musquiz' Residence.

Here the women and children survivors

of the Alamo Hassaore were brought on
 Maveh 6, 183,

Possibly the markers were not aware of the fact that the
Husquiz house had been presented to Deaf Smith by the Texas Covernment,

The location of the property is definitely established in deeds
algned by Simona Smith Figk and Certmudes Smith Tarin, daughters of
Epastus, by whi¢h they disposed of thelr claimed interest in the
estate, A third interest was alsc claimed by Refuglo Duvan de
Tejadn, wife of Jose Tejada and daughter of Guadalupe Ruiz apnd Vine
cente Dumpan, |

The deed signed by Simona Smith and her hushand James Nathaniel
Fisk is recorded bn Page 427, Volume Hl of the deed records of Bexar
County and is as follows: o
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The State of Temas)

County of Bexas ) Know all men by tiese preseants that James N,
Figk and Simona Fisk, his wife, in consideration of the sum of Six
hundred and Simty six dollar: and Sixty soven cents to the aaid
Simona Fiak paid by G, J, Cook and A, A, Loglwood of sald County
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged have granted bargained,
sold, released and confirmed and by these presents do g-andt, bargain,
-~ sell, release and confimm unto C., J, Cook and A, C, lockwood, their
heirs and assigns forever all the estate right title, intersst and
‘claim of the sald Simonia Fisk in and to a certain lot andhouse
situated in sald county in the City of San “ntonioc on the corner of
the main Public Sguare and Commeree Street bounded on the north by
Commerce Street on the fgst by a house and lot belonging to the
Hasonie Lodgs, on the west by said publie square, it being the same
prenises formerly owned by Ramon Musquiz and afterwards elaimed by
the heirs of irastus Smith, deceased, by virtue of an Ast of “ongress
of the Republic of Texns entitled "An Ast for the relief of Irastus
Smith", approved November 11lth, 1836, the portiom of said premises
claimed and hereby conveyed by the Said Simona Fisk being an undivided
thind part of the same inherited from her father Erastus Smith.
Together with all and singular the rights, members, .hemnmts and
appertenances to the same belonging or in anywise incident or appere
taining and aseigns forever free and forever discharges of all and
every claim of the said Simonia Fisk, her heirs, exeoutors or admine
istratore to the same or any part therecf., In witness whereof the
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gald James N, Pisic end Simona Fisk, his wife, have hercunto set their
hands and gerawls for seal this thirtieth day of October A, D, one
thousand eight hundred and forty nine.

Sealed and delivered James N, Fislk (Seal)
“in the presence of Simona Smith
y Fisk (Seal)”

Gertrude Smith Tarin and her husband Hacario Tarin dlsposed of
their claimed interest to the estate to Cook and Lockwood, November 9,
1849 as is disolosed by = deed recorded on Page 431, Volume Hl.

Tragtus “mith had without a doubt selected the Musquiz residence
a8 his but had failed to secure a deed to it fwom the Republic and as
& consqquence the intended gift was never in reality made, Hamon
Musquiz, olaiming it as his own sold i ¢ to Gook and Lookwood for
¥3,500,00 as 18 shown by s deed of lovember 5, 1849 recorded on Page
432, Volume Hl, Cook and Lockwood in order to clear the title pure
shased the property from Musquiz and the helrs of irastus Smith,

frastas Snith was married %o Mre, Cusdalupe Ruiz § Duren, widow
of Vineente Dupun, in San Antonio in 1822 and o them were born three
ehildren, Susan conacp%mn, born August 15, 1823, Gertrudes date of
birth not known, and Simema, born Uctober 28, 1829 in the Mission Lge
pada, . |

Susan Concepyion was married to Nabhaniel Fisk, Lovember 12,
1839 ©She dled Jemmary 22, 1849, and on Auguet 1, 1849 Mr, Fisk was
married to Simona,

Nathaniel Fisk was bora in Seranton, Vermont, September &, 1815,



and emigrated to Texas in 1835, serving three months in the armies
in the companies of Captains Jesse Bil.ingsley and Villiam E, iowbh,
He died April 3, 1876 and his wife Simona died Hovember 11, 1890,
Both are buried in the Alamo Masonic Cambtery at San 4Antonio,

Gertrudes was married to Magseario Tarin, The dates of thelr
death are at pragsent uniknowm to the writer, They were living in
San Antonio in 1867. 66 ! 9

Eragtus Snith died inRichmond, Texas November 30, 3836, The
State of Texas in 1931 erected a monument at his grave, Ils widow
dled Hay 1, 1849 and was buried in a Catholie Cametery &t San Antonio,
Her grave is lost, s |

At 1ts creation Deaf Smith County was named in homor of the
famous spy and soldlier, Erastus Smithy
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SHITH, ERASTUS == Recioved title to0 one league of land December 25,
1833 in Augtin'e Seeond Colony in what is now Guadalupe County. On
Ogtober 5, 1835, he received title to one fourth of a league of land
in Robertson's Colon§ situated in the present County of Fobertson.
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SMITH, ERASTUS & The Telegraph and Temas Rggigter (Columbia)
of September 6, 1836 carried this items "Born to Mrs, ‘rastua
Smith a son August 3lst,

Some of the descendants of irastus Smith are Mrs, Joscph X,
Carnal, 516 Willow Streest, San Antonio; Mrs. O, ¥, Brown, Fred
Oe Brown, Thyen MeCarty, Patty MoCarty, Sam Antoniog Mrs, U i
Fernsworth, San Antonlo end re, H, I, lofferd, 234 est Histlee
toe Street, San Antonio.

Deaf “mith County, Toxas, wns named in honor of the Samous
spy and on Januwary 19, 1931, a momument erocted by the state of
Texas was unvelled at his grave at Richmond, Texas Senator Thomas
Je Holbrook of Galveston being the prineipal speaker,

The widow of Hr, “mith died in San Antonio in 1842, leaving
their two children Trinldad Trawvis and Simona, Trinided was
educated by H, A, Haptin of Baldwin, Mississippi. “imonia was married
%o I, Ne Smith of San <ntonioe
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SNITH, ERASTUS - On Oetober 15, 1835, Dr, Charles B, Stewart
addressed the following letter to Stepehn ¥, Austing

"Dear Sir:
T The bearer Hrammus Smith is well known to you = 1
have sonversed with him and leayned that the eavalry of San
Antonio are dissatiafied to the cause with which they are
serving, Hs thinks he can render Service to us in & cere
%ain way. - Doconsider if scomething camnot be done by as-
surances to the dissatisfied throughthis channel,

G. B, STENART,
He B. He is well known to0 me perhaps you may not recall him
immediately--having travelled with him and peceived sere
vice and assistance at his hands perfectly disinterested, I
believe that he ¢an be trusted to any extent his abilities
and infirmity may warrantd

CHS, "
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SMITH, ERASTUS = The following is from smesssge from Governor
Henry Smith to the President snd members of the General Couneil,
Decamber 23, 1835;

"By verbal request of officers, who have been in cormand at
Beoar, I an informed that a My, Smith, a deaf man, well kuown to the
army for his vigilence snd meritorious sets, has been severely wounded
in storming Bgwar, and that his family are dally expected in this
plage, with en expectation that the Couneil would mm sush
guardianship over tham =s thelr situation may require, Their head
ramaine !.n ¢amp, as his services as a spy cannot well be dispensed
with."

The leglislature on Febmuary 13, 1854 granted to the heirs of
Deaf “mith 2 leagues of land to be divided in sections of 640 usres
sach, one-third to Gertrude Tarin,daughter; one-third to Simona
Figlk, daughterj one third to James G, and Ophelia Fisk, minor
children of Susen, deceased daughterg of Erastus Smith,

(Bammel's Laws of Texas Vole 4, pages 170=171)

The following is a copy of a phtition on file in Yemorials and
Petitions, Arehives, Texas State Library, Austin,

Lo the Honorable Hhe Gm]., Gmmu‘ of the Provisional Govern-
ment of Texas,

GCitizen Mrl.eit Arnold, megt r.lthmllr represents to your
ﬁmorable House, that he nn'ivcd/ last night in the neighborhood of
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this town, with the wife and family of his father-in-law, Erastes
Smith, who are in a state of destitution and now thrown upon the
gympathies snd genevosity of their fellow citizens of Texas, They
huve been reduced thereto by ths present strugsle for liberty, in
which Frastus “mith hes sacrificed his all, and has been wounded
and now by me, respectfully and earnestly solicts the aid of your
Honoyable House for his indigent family.

San Fellipe de Austin 4th Janusry, 1830,

Hendriek Arnold.
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SMITH, ERASTUS « The following was extracted from z letter
written by Miss Helen “ilkinson Reynolds, 56 Grand ivenue, ‘augh-
keopsaie, Hew York, August 11, 1936 to L, ¥, Kemp, Houston,

3 wonder whether there is a definite tradition among his
deacendants that Deaf Smith's father's name was "Chiliab"? The
nase is one I never heard before., 1Ls there any thanse thet the orie
ginal eengus record in Washingtom could have been misreoad and the
nate really been "Caleb"?

The printed census of 1790 for Dutchess County gives "Chilisb"
Smith as a resident of the towm of Washington, with a housshold son-
sisting of 1 male (inoluding head of fami.ly) and ” females (inslud-
ing head of family)y There statistics do not allow for a boy of
three, as Deaf Smith would have been in 1790, _

Chiliab Smith's neme ocours next after the nems of Wilas Waddle,
i know exactly where Silas (Wodell, he was really) lived, -~ a mils
or 80 sast of the present village of Millbrook on the main road %o
Amenia and Shayron, OChiliab Smith prenmﬁblﬂ lived not tar from him,
Hext after the name of Chiliab Smith is that of Joel Smith,

The census of the state, 1790, shows six Joel Emiths and twelve
Caleb Smiths., Une of the Joels was at Huntington, Suffolk County,
long Island, one of the Calebs at Smithtowm, Suffolk County, All
the ethm were in localities which were settled by many migrants
from Long [sland, On Long Island were two distinet Smith Pamilies,
numerous and well knowm,

I am "guessing” that Chilisb Smith and Joel Umith of the town

o



of vWashington may have descended from long Lsland stock,

In the town of Vashington there wus, 1 believe, no Baptish
Chureh in 1790, Apout six miles north of the place where Silas
"Wacdle" lived is Dangall, in the town of OStanford, whers there
was a Saptist Church before the Rgvolution but whether the reglster
of that ohural hos survived and covers 1787 I do not knowe “he
Spalety of Fpriends formed a large elament in Yashingbon,

COMPILED By,
L W. KEMP
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San Antonio Publie Library
Sen Antonio, Texas
August 6, 1936,
Mrs, Henry Wofford
23 We Mistletos /Avenus
San “ntonio, Tewas
Dear Mrs, Wofford:

Refarring to your request for information eoncerning Deaf
Smith:

For entry see HEADS OF PAMILIES, Census 1790, page 96, eolumn 2
item 7. (Note spelling "Chillab® Smith),

Aseording to a foot-note in Dudley Wooten's A COMPREHENSIVE
HIGTORY OF TEXAS, vole 11172t 'Erastus Smith (known as "Deaf” Snith
begause he was hard of hearing) was the aon of Chiliab and MHayy
Smith, born in New York on the 19th of Apw»il, 1787. At the age of
eleven years he mgmt.«_l with his parents to the Miseissippli terrie
tory and settled near Natehez., IHis parents were exemplary members
of the Baptist church and gffe him such movel and intellectual
training as circumstances,s...would permit., He first came to Temna
in 18176eeseofe soon returned home but in 1821 he como to Texma for
the purpose of making his homet,

We quote this information hoping that the old Baptist Chureh re=-

'ezm'da of Dutchess County} New York, may be available to you,
Sincerely yours,
Signed: Minnie B, Cameron, Reference Librarian,
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SMITH, ERASTUS - Born in County, New
York, a son of Chiliab and _____ Smith., The brothars and sisters
of Epastus Smith in order of birth were ,

s P 5 R ’ »

The first wife of Lrastus Smith was »
2rdith, sister of Hraspus Smith, was married to

Snows Wrs. Cnow was born ab on a'a
dled at on o
Childwan of My, and “vs, Snow were 3 3
lirse M, Moreland, 109 Maplewood Strest, liouston is a ________
of Hpy, and Mra, “now. Yhe iz & daughter o £ °
Hrg, Moreland:

I am attaching a copy of a letter from Mies Helen Wilkinson Poye
nolds, 56 Grand ivemne, Poughkeepsie, Hew York, in which you will note
sha is asiting for some informetion regarding Hrastus {(Deaf) Smith to
furnish o President Roosevelt. I have been informed that you are the
only one who can furnish this information, If you will f:aiah i% to
me I will send it to Miss Reynolds who will pass it on to the President.

I!am sending you %we coples of this sketeh and will grestly
apprecliate it if you will £ill in some of the blanks in one and retum

to Ls We Kemp, 214 Westmoreland Avenue, Houst m, Texns,
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SHITH, BERASTUS (DEAF) - Was married before ho came to Texas,
One of his daughters waa married to.ﬂmdriok Arnold, Nr, Arnold was
in the sruy of Texas in 1835-36,

In January, 1935 Mrs, loraine Hendriek Zellner, P, 0. Box _332.
Rogers, wrote to L. ¥, Kemp} Houston, that her great-grandmothar,
Hapry Elizabeth Smith, was = daughter of Deaf “mith., She was born
in Marion County, Missouri, January 22, 1825 end was married to
Joseph Barnhart in Travis County, Texas, June 21, 1841, She stated
that two of the daughters of Mr, Carnhard ‘reside in Austin, liss
Kate and liigs Annie Barnhart.

Mps, Zellner suggested that lir, Kemp write Miss Annie B, CGiles,
730 West 22nd Strest, sustin for additiomal information,

Miss Glles:

- President Roosevelt, tirouga a friend of his, desires to lnow
in what county in New York, “rastus (Deaf) Smith wes born, Do you
have that information?

Do you know the name of the first wife of My, Smitn?
Any information you aay furanish will be apprecisted by L. W,
Kemp, 314 Westmorelund “nvenue,’ Houston, Texas.

Notet: Irastus Smith married a kiss Snow(?) Mye, M, Moreland,
109 Haplewood Street, Houston is a descendant,
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SHLTH, ERASIUS - His daughter, Gertrudis, was born in 1825, oa
Hureh 25, 1847 sho was married to Marcario Tarin, son of Visente
Tarin and Jusna Lesl., Thelr ehildren wers Jusn, who married Ortilia
Rodrignez; Gertrudis, who married Menuel Indog and Camillo, who
married s+ Uamillo, aged 76 died in San “nt nio, Desember 7,
1939, He had lived most of his léfe at Graytown, near San Antonio,
and wes buried there after Catholis funsral rites, Sarviving him
was & son, Joe Tarin, snd four daughters.
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December 14, 1939
Hrs, M, Moreland
109 Maplewood Street
Houston, Texas
Deayr lrs, ioreland: ,

I have been informed that you are a deseendant of Emastus

(Deaf) Smith, the famous spy in the Texas Army in 1836,

_ I have besn trying for years to gather all the infromation
I could regarding this remarkable man and will greatly appreciute
any &agistance you may render. I am extraemely anxious to learn the
name of Hp, Spith's first wife and the names of the children of his
first marriage.

I am encglesing a sheet with some blanks in it if-you will £ill
in at least some of the blanks and return the sheet to me I shall
indesd appreciate the favors

Sincerely yours,

L. W. m.
1WKseh

Hote: Letter reburned unglaimed,
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SMITH, MRASTUS « Same 28 page 107

Degember 1939
Mrs, Moreland:

I am sending you two cories of this sketeh and will greatly
appreciate 1t if you will £ill in some of the blanks in one copy

and return #o L, ¥, Kemp, 214 Yestmoreland ivenue, Houston, Texmas.
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December 14, 1039
Postmaster
gl‘m}.ppi
Dear Sir:

I am making a deternined effort to learn sometiing of the
family of Erastus Smith, famous Texas spy of the Texas revolution
of 1836, One biogrupher of him sald he had a son mamed Trinidad
Travis Smith who was educated by K. A, Martin of Saldwyn, ¥issiseipe
Ple

I would like to learn what I may about this son, Are any of
the descendants of Mp, Hartin living in Baldwyn?

I will greatly apprecliate it if you will mail this letter
to someone whom you may think oan fwrnish me with the desired
infromations

Yours sincerely,

Le We KEBP,
LiKseh
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December 14, 1939
County Clerk
Hatehez
Hississippi.
Deay Sir:

I am making a determined effort to learn sonething of the
family of “rastus Smith, famous spy of the Texns Revolution of 1836
and will greatly appreciaie any assigtance you may render, &t Lhe
same time I expect to pay for the resemrch work done in examining the
regords in your office, When you render your bill it will be
promptly paid,

Ageording to one biographer Erastus Smith was a son of Chiliab
and Mary Smith who were living nesr Hatohez as early as the year 1821,

Chilab Smith was a Daptist minister,

Do your deed records show that Chileb “rdth ownsd property in
Adama County?

Do your probate records show the death of elther Chilab or Mayy
Smith?

Erastus Smith is sald to have married before leaving ilississippl
for Texas but the name of his wife if not availdhle. Do your records
show the marriage of Erastus Smith?

A Qaughter of Erastus Smith was married to lemdrick Armold, Do
mh&ve:amuthamhgl.-;

Erastus Smith is said to have cwned property at Grand Gulf,
Miseissippl, but I do not find Grand Gulf listed as a post office.
Can you tell me in what county it was situated?
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Page 2 R=li=39 County Clerk
As stated before 1 expest to pay for this research work whether
sugcessiul or unsuccessiul and your cooperation will be greatly

Sineerely yours,

Le Ve KPR,

Lz ah
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SHMITH, ERASTUS = The following are notes from the Probate Records
of Bexar County relative to the estate of Erastus “mith,

Joseph MW, Judge, Frobate Court

John W. Smith, C, P, C, * .

Josoph L, Hood, Sheriff wmmeediod in Hargh 1843

John Small, Coroner

Jose Antonio Navarro - associate Justice

Ignoeio Chavli " "
e o UG g AU R S .
Hondy Hovw. 21, 1838 Eyuamo Seguin, Chief Justice

"Ouadalupe Smith presented her bond as guardian of the minor
heirs of Hrastus Smith deceas«d, agreeabls to an order of this Court
in recep with Joseph L, Hood, Hendrick Apnold and Hartin Hardin
poourity which is admitted,”

Hove, 30, 1840 Book A, page 134
"Guadalupe Smith Guardian of the mwinor heirs of Erastus Lmith
decesgsed, Ordered to be cited to give an scoount of the Guardianship.”

December 30, 1840, Book A page 140
"Guadalupe Smith Guaprdian of the minor heirs of Hpastus Smith
came into court and rendered an account of her guardianship waich is
ordered to be filed,”

April 26, 1841 Beok A, page 153
"James N, Fisk filed a petition on the 6th, Aprid, praying for
the Guaxrdianship of the heirs of Erastims Smith, deceased, whereupon
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it was ordered by the court that she be cited to appear at the next
term of sourt to answer said petition,”

Hay 17, 1841 (Book A, page 164)

"Guadalupe Smith the Guardian of the heirs of Irastus Smith
deceased appeared in open court to answer the petition of James He
Flak, the petioner failing to appesr and give proof of charges
alleged in the same, it is dismissed at the expense of the petitioner,

October 25, 1841 (Book &, page 198)

"James ¥, Fisk, by hei attoryney Join W, Smith came into Court
and presented a petitlon praying that Guadalupe Smith, Guaydian of
the heirs of IZpastus “mith deceased, be cited to show csuse why there
has been no settlement of the administration of said succession, and
further praying an oprder of division of all and every part of the
Zagtate of sald deceased, s0 far as the same has come to the posses-
sion of the Gurdian: It is ordered by the court here that the above
name Gurdian be cited %o appsar at the November Term of thhs Court
and angwer the petition of said Fiask,"

Hovember 9, 1841, Oase continued,
| Maveh 21, 1843,

"It is ordered that the omder of citation granted at the Jamu-
ary Term, 1842, of this Court be renewed, and that Cuadalupe Smith
Guardian of the heims of Mragtus Smith, deceased, be eited to appear
at the next (April) Term of this court and make & final settlement
of her Cuardianship producing vouchers to support the same,”

L. W. KEMP

]
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Hasogdoches, Texas, Oct, 17, 1936,
m Horth Streat.

¥rs, Henry Rolling Wo@ford,
234 W, Mistletoe Ave.,

San Antonio, Texaa.

Dear iadam:

With reference to the eareer of Plerre Fobleau, I have made
further search in the Nacogloches Arehives here in the County Clerk's
Office, and have found the Marriage Contraet of a dsughter of Robleau,
whieh I had in mind when I first talked with you, though it 1s nob
the one Yo wiom you refer,

I am presuming that the wife of Deaf Smith, to whom you referred,
the former Mrs, Guadalupe uran, was a daughter of Salvador fuiz
and Nayia Lgnacla Robleau, though I did not have in myg library her
maiden nane,

Presuning that the father of idaria ifgnacia Hobleauw was the
gane Pierre Hoblean who lived in Nacogloches, thare are some rather
usnsual olrcumstances, one of which is your placing the marriuge of
Mayia Ignmeia sbout 1795, while his son snd daughter were merried
here in Hacogioches in 1835 and 1836,

Forty years difference in the marrying age of chiildren, while
not et all impossible, is at least umsual, It is bavely possible
that there were two Pierres--father and son,

In the Deed Records of Hacogdoches County, Volume D, page 52,
appears the grant of a lsague and labor to Plerre Roblo, the appli-
cation for which is dated lovember 7, 1835, ia whioh he says, "Piere
Roblo native of the United States of Hexico.," #4f he was a native of
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Hexico, he still retained the French form of Plerre indtead of the
Spnnish Podro.

Pierre Robleau operated a meat market in Nacopdoches at least
ag early as 1829, as shown by his contraet with Santiago frie which
I have enclosed, in which he coatracts with Erie to construct certain
shnlvo#. tables, o%¢., for his meat marked in the town of Yacogloshes,

In our Deed Records, Volume D, page 5), appears a deed from
Piere Hoblo, signed by his maric, for the greater portion of his league
and labor, the degoription being: "Un the south east side of the
Aggelina river, save and execept the following described lot or pare
éel of land, which is reserved from the aforesald league and labor
by siad Roblo, to wit, eommencing at the river on the raocd running
betwesn two fields, and known as the one leading to Teran, as far
as a fieald in the prairie; thensce with the fenge Of said £ikld in
a direct or straight line as far as the bayou; thence down the bayou
with its meanders to its mouth, and from thence with the river to
the place of vepinning.” %“his reserved land contained the home ooe
cupied by his soneinelaw, Nepoleon de Vultz, whose marriage certifi-
eate to Naria Therese Roblot 15 enelosed hevewith, “he consideration
named in this dedd %o John 5. Roberts, Beden Stroud ani Ggorge Allen,
a firm of merchants in Hacogdoches, was 94,000,000 and the deed is
dated in 1837,

In the following year, on iay 26, 1838, Plere Roblo, by deed in
Volume D; page 57, sonveys the remainder of the league and labor,
except elght town lots, to the same pt_rti&; these lote being in the
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first town of Musk, located where the road from Nasogdoches to Fort
Toran orossed the Angelina river, south of lNasogdoches,

By taking a bird's-eye view of the records loft us here, it is
possible o reconstruect the rather tragle couses lsading up to the
renoval of Plarre Robleau from Nacogdoches to San Antonio. In 1838,

following the suceesgful bermination of the Texas Revolution, the
Spanish populatlon of lacogdoches found itself in a very precarious
situation, 28 they were viewsd with suspleion by the Americen ime
migrants, and those who had lately fought their comphtriots at San
Jaginto, MHMost of them had sold their homestead grants to the ‘mericans
for a "mess of pattage,” and many of than were homeless and among
strangers in a land that was onee thelrs,

This eondition led to the so-called Yordova Rebellion, led by
Vicente Cordova, w.o had been prominent in the politiecal eireles of
Haeogdoches tlpoughout the Mexican regime, was a lawyer and held the
office of pro curador for several years.

Following the collapse of this rebellion, during the winter of
1833=39, the gand jury in Nacogdoches peturned mass Lndictments again-
st the partleipants in this rebellion, chargiug them with treason.
The muber of persons mames in the four indiotments returned was one
hundred, most of them Mexieans, Among this one hundred men indicted
for treason were: More Roblo, Honore “obleaw, Napoleon de Valtz and
Kat,haninl lorris--two sons, & son~inelaw and the father of one of his
daughtars=in=law,

Most of these men had escaped with Vicente “ordova and fled the
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mtmy, among whom were these four men; and it wme goon after this
that Plerre Robleau left Hacogdoches and m‘b to San Antonio, as is
shown by our Deed Reeords, vmmﬂ, page 479, which is a doed by
the sheriff to Richard Pammales, "for taxes due by Pedro Roblo for
the year 1840, sult was brought agalnst irchibald Hotehkiss, agent
for Pedro Roblo, for 170 asres ineluding the house formerly oceupied
by Hapoleon de Valtz."

Hapoleon de Valtz was & French trader with the Indians hers prior
to the Revolution, and Nathanlel Horris was a brother of Smanel Nerris
who was alealde hers during the Fredonian Rebellion, A

The marriace eontract between Parmuceno F.oblo. and daria Pelagula
Horris states that the wife of Peirrs Hoblesu was present at the
signing of the contract, but does not glve her name and she did not
sign the contract, as you will note.

Two of the documents I am sending are in Spanigh, but I have
@given you the salient points in them, and 1 am sure you will have mno
$rouble in heving tham tmmlamiu‘ you so desire, I shall made fur-
ther inquiry in the lacogdoches A hives and if anything furhter comes
to light I shall communicate wdth you, Though I doubt if the record
of the marviage of Salvador Mulg and Mayis Igneeis foblesu is among
them, as L belleve the contracts were only entered intc in the absense
of a pricst, and there was = priest here in the old Cuadslupe Mission
in 1798, wnd those chureh records are not here.

Very truly yours,
(Signed) R. B, Bluce
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20th June 1836, No. 4. MABRIAGE CONIRACT =~ Napoleon De Valts
and Mariah Theresa Roblote
REPUBLIC OF TEXAS

MUNICIPALITY
OF NACcoDOCHES KNOW ALL MEN BY THESH PRECIENTS That this day
to wit the twentieth of June in the year of Our Lord Uno thousand Eight
hundred and thirty six, we Hapeleon de Valtz and I Thercse Hoblot
are held and firmely Bound, unto (the primary judge} of the Muniei-
pality of Hacoglochss or %o his successors in office, in the juat,
M1l and penal swa of Five Hundred dollars for the tr-ue payment of
which they bind themselves, together with their resmotive security,
alsc thelr helrs executors & asasigns jointly, severally, fimmely by
those presents.

¥hereas the sbove named Yapolecn de Valtz and M@ Therese Roblot
have this day entered into a marriage agreement, Therefore the condle
tidn of the above obligation is such, that if the above bounds, shall
as soon &% the laws for the govermment of this republic, be firmely
and permsnently Bstablished, and the proper officers be appointed to
gelebrate marriage contracts, or any minister of the Gospel authorized
to do sro. the sald conbracting parties complying with the same, then
this obligation tobe null & void, and discharged of the same, bui on
the contrary case, if refusing or neglecting to somply with the same,
then to remain in full foree & effect; the penalty of this obligation
shall be recovered from the parties or their securities by the proper
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authority, & they shall be subjeft to comply with the law therein
established & t0 the penalty of thoe same.

In teatimony whoreof the parties, together with thelir seourities,
have hersunto sst thelr hand & geal, before me the aforesald judge

& my assistin: witnesses us the law direot, the day as above.

Afolphua Sterns, Hapoleon Devaltz
Primary Judgs, Jo 8o Hobarts.

Maria Therese fioblot

her X mark.
Peter Roblot
his X mark,
Agaisting wituess Agsisgting witness
Charles Chevallier. Genereux Benard,

" es B M a &

Prom Sacopdoshes Archives, County Cleri's Office,
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