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RUSK, THOMAS JEFFERO(NeBorn December 5, 1803, in Pendleton Dise
triot, South Caroclina, ons of seven children of John Rusk and MHary
Sterritt Rusk, The other children were David, Isther Sterritt, Hary
Nanoy, Jane and Rqchels At the time of the birth of Thomas J, Rusk,
his father, a stone mason, was living in a house rented from John G,
Calhoun., Mr, Calhoun was attracted by Thomas J, and encouraged him
to study law, even teadhing him at times and frequently lending him
books, It was through his influence that Tomas J, secured a position
in the office of William Cresham district clerk of Pendleton Disprict.
Thomas J. Contimued the study of law ad spare times and was sho-tly
aftervards admitted to the bar, He movud to the nearby town of
Clarkeville and there in 1825 began the practice of his x;rofoaaion.
He prospersd and on January 4, 1827 was married to Mary F, Cleveland,
daughter of Oeneral John Cleveland, a proainent merchant in Clarise
villes In time XNr, Rusk bought an interest in CGeneral Cleveland'a
stora,

In 1834 after having bad fimancial reverses he came t0 Texasand
settled at Hacogdosches, On November 5, 1935 hereceived title to a
league of land in Burnet's Colony situated in Cherokee County, In
1238 he received a headright ecertificate for one labor of land from
the Hoard of Land Commissionors of Nacogdoches. In the ceartificate
it morely states that he came to Texas prior to May 2, 1835,

At the outbreak of the revolution in 1835 Mp, Rusk organized a
company in Nacogdoches of which he was c¢lected Captuln, Ilis company
of cuvalry joined the forces before Bexar in Uctober, 1835, GCeneral
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Gos, strongly fortified in Bexar, would not attack the Texand and the
Texans found that an assault on the tewn would involve too great a
gacrifice of men; hence a regular siege was ordered by General Austin,
Efforts made to draw the enemy into the open were futile. Yoakum
tells of the part Mr, Rusk palyed in trying to induce the Mexlcans

to leave their fortifisation: "¥arious attempts wer: made to entice
the enemy beyond his walls. On one occasion a detachment of 190 Texans
marched up within the range of the Hexican sixepounders; on another,
Colonel Thomas J, Fusk, at the head of forty cavalry, took a position
within three hundred yards of their walls and remained there twenty
mimitesy still they could not be drawn from their work,"”

Finally on Degember 5th, about three hundred Texans under the
command of Benjamin R, Milam began an assault on Bexar, Rusk had in
the meanwhile withdrawn from the siege, Un the 6th, General Burleson
and Milam sent a despatch to the government at San Felipe requesting
"an immediate supply of ammunition, ac much powder and lead as can
possible be sent instantly ... I hope that good mules er horses will
be procured to send on these articles with the groatest possidble speed o
essRoinforeemonts of men, are perhaps, indispensable to our salvation,

On Becember 10th the General Council passed resolutions ealling
for additional volunteers for the mrmy and Jumes W, Fannin and Thomas
J, Busk were constitfited agents or contractors for sup lying ammmie
tion, provisions and other necessities for carrying of the resolutions.
They were vested with full power of the Provisional Governmet. Rusk
was directed to proceed east of the Trinlty to forward tpoops to the
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theatre of var, XAt Nacogdoci.es on January 6, 1836 he appealed to,
and later received from, Charles Se Taylor a thousand dollars, &
portion of the fbes Taylor as a special land sommuissioner for the
State of Coahuila and Texas, had sollected from those to whom land
nad been granted, In his letter to Judge Taylor hesald: 1 have
unfortunately seen s disposition throughout the country to proscras=
tinste the time of mustering a respectable forced in the field untlil
Spring. We are ab war with an enemy wiose SuUCOSS0 heretofore has
been entirely owing to the celebity of his movements, MHany persons
mminourmandmmymowiuarrlvotnarwdaya from the
U. 5o I have no means of mustering them into service for the Want
of provisions, I am not willing that tho country should suffer by
any negloot of mine, and you are woll as all others must at once
perceive the oonsoqumﬁos to our cause by the returnto the U, &, of
men who have volunteered themselves in our couse,

Trom December b, 1835, to February 26, 1836 Captain fusk served
as Insepeetor General of the Army, On February 1, 1836, he was elected
as one of the delogates from the Munieipality of Haeogdoches to the
Constitutional Convention that was o conveneat Washingtone-on=the-Brazos
Moveh lst, There on Maveh 2, 1836, he was elected Seorstary of Var
and a5 such he participated in the Battle of Sen Jusinto, Fwom Hay &
to Oetober 31, 1830, he was Brigadier-Genersl, comsnding the Texas
army. On December 9, 1837, he pregoived Bounty Certificate tio, 880
for 320 acres of land for having served in the army from Ystober 8,

1835 to Pebruary 25, 1836, On May 15, 1838 he was issued Donation
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Noe 2 for 640 acres of land for having participated in the Battle
of Ban Ja-into. On December 9, 1837 he received Bounty Certificate
goo 879 for 640 acres of land for his services from ¥ay 4 to Hoveme
ber 4y 1836,

In selecting his cabinet, President Houston named General Rusk
as Seeretary of War, the positioa he had formerly held unau- President
Burnet, From this position he resigned after a fow wecks, his pri-
vate affairs requiring his entire attention, His constituents,
however, insisted that he represent them in eongress and agalnat
his wishes he did 80, serving in the House of Representatives in
the Second Congress from Sgptember 25, 1837 to Hay 24, 1838, In 1838
he r efused the earnest solieitations of his frisnds to offer for the
office of President of the Republic, General lamar who was elocted,
did not anncunsce as s candidate until Ceneral Rugk had stated that
he would not rune In August, 1838, General Buek with 600 horsemen
quelled therebellion of Hexlcens and lndians under Vieente Cordova
at Nacogdoches and vicinity. On December 12, 1238, at a joint meet-
ing of Congress, Rusk was elected Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
of Texas, %his office he resigned June 30, 1840, On July 16, 1839,
in command of a re o he participated in the declisive battle with
the Cherokees in which the famous Chief Bowles was killed and his band
driven from Texas, By joint ballot of Congress January 16, 1843,
Rusk was elecied Hajor Ueneral of the silitii, At the expiration of
his term he refused to stand for reelection, desiring to devote his

enitre time to his law practice. On February 25, 1881, Gneral Rusk



COMPILED BY
L. W. KEMP

&ﬂf and James Pinckney Henderson had formed a partnership with offices
at Nacomdoghes and San Augustine., Ceneral Rusk was chosen president
of the eonvention which met at Austin, July 4, 1845 to frame the cone
stitution for the State of Texas and was by the first Texas Legislatupe
slected to the Scnate of the Congress of the United States, General
Sem Houston was the other senator elected and in the Texas State
Senate Ruslk received one vote more than did Houston, Senator Edward
Burleson voted for Rusk but voted against Houston, Rusk took his

geat in the Senate of the Twenty-Ninth Congress Hareh 26, 1846, to
perve untlil Mareh 3, 1851, and at the expiration of his term was
reclected, He was elected President pro tem of the Senate of the .
Thirty-Fifth Congress Mareh 14, 1857, in special session.

Hyra, Rusik and her children emipgrated to Texas im the early part
of 1835 with David Rusk, a brother of Uegnator Rusk, Hps, Rusk died
of tuberculosis April 23, 1856, She wae born August 14, 1809, Gene
eral Ausc ended his own live at his home in Nacogeches, expiring at
2 o'eclock on July 29, 1857, He and his wife sleep side by side in
Oak Grove Cemetery, Nacogdoches at the foot of a tall grarite monie
ment erected by the State of Texas, Rusk County wae named in honer
of Ganarnl Rusk,

The State of Texas in 1936, with Centennis) funde, had a joint
monument crested at the graves of John and (Yary Sterritt) Rusk,
parents of Thomas J, Pusk, in the cemeSery in Peadleton, South Carolina,

Children of Ganeral and Mrs, Thomas J. Rusk were(l) Bemjanin
Livingston, (2) John Cleveland, (30 Thomis Jefferson, (4) Cicerc,
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(5-) Alonzo, (6) Thomas David, and (7) Helena Argin Rusk,

(1) Benjamin Liwingston Rusk was born in Georgla, Febmuary 24,
1828, On April 17, 1853 he was married to fachael A, Crain, daughter
of Diles Burditt and Rachel A, (Fulgham) Crain, Their children were

{a) Alice Hglena, bora Febraary 19, 1855, (b) Clieero Benjamia, bomn

July 4, 1856, (o) Mary Buphemia, born March 29, 1858 and (d) Giles
Thomas Jeffersou Rusk, bora January 28, 1860 and died Hay 25, 186l
After the death of his wife, ir, John C. Rusk, was, on Decei=
ber 11, 1862, married %o Cornelia 2, Lawson (¥), who was borm July 19,
1845, Thelr ohildren were (a) Johm David, who was born January 15,

1864 and died June 6, 1865; (b) Margaret “glena, born December 22,

1865; (e) David Cleveland, born November 19, 1867 and died April 27,
28785 (a) Saritha (?) born July 15, 18703 and (e) Williem Benjamin
Rusk, born July 15, 1872 and died Octover &, 1872, Ur, Join G, Rusk
was living in Van Zandt County in 1896,

(3) Thomas Jefferson Rusk, Jr., was born in Georgia, Janusry 12,
1832 and died Ugtober 14, 1834.

{4) Cisero lusk wes born in Georgla Ustober 5, 1834. fe was
killed whicle serving in the “onfederate Apmy in the lVgr between the
States.

{5) Alanzo Rusk was born August 12, 1837 and dled August 17, 1838,

(6) Thomas Dgvid Rusk was bo n Aprdil 3, 1841, He died in fare
rison County,

{7) Helena Apgin Rusk was born November 27, 1845 and died at the

age of =bout eighteen,
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Maggle H, Rusk, daughter of and Rusl
was married December 21, 1882 %o J. T, Darden, Their son John David

Darden was born Ugtober 9, 1883,
The names and addresses of SOME of the grandchildren of Mr,
and ¥ps, Thomas J, Rusk ares Mrs, T, P, Davis, 802 Johnson Street,

Terrell, Texas,
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RUSE, THOMAS J, = Some of his surviving descendants aret Alegk
Ko Rugk, 80, of Canton, aud Virginia Ann Tumnell, 2 month-old baby,
Grand Saline, were oldest and youngest of the descendants. Othars
were Lora MoNeil, Melba MoNeil, Lena Mullins, Larue Ballard, Ruth
¥alters, Ellis Walters, My, and dprs, Frank Walters, Ellis ¥alters,
Mr, and YMps, Fpank walters, lorens Smith, Austin Smith Jr,, MHr. and
Mrs, 8, H, Rusk, Harold Rusk, Mr, and Mys, R, J, Kellam, ¥r, and Nra.
J, Cs Kellam, Bobby Jumes Kellam, Jackie G, Kellam, A, K, Rusk, Iris
Keahey, Jaunice Koahey, Russell Tunnell, M, A, Keshey, Mr. and Mps,
A, %o Rusk, Tomay Jean Rusk, Oeneva Rusk, Mr, and Mrs, W, ¢, Tuonell,
¥, L, Tunnell, Jack Terry, Agrin Rash, Zlizabeth Ann Hash, Birdie
Wilson of Colfax, Lillie Mepehant, John E, Kellis, J. ¥, Gentry, Jobn
Lintz Herehant, ir. and 4prs, Tillman Walters, Dr. and Mpse T. R
Heahey of Canton, lir, and iim. Dee Roy Tunnell, Mr, and “ps, Forest
Tunnell of Colfax, Mps, Birdie Wilson of DBen Wheeler, White Tunnell,
Houston Rusk, Bobby Joe Rusk, ¥r, and Mrs, Norton ieahey of Colfax,
Mr, and Mrs, Lewis Kellam, ¥ps, Mary Rusk Meliell, Sonny Boy Kellam
of Tyler, Hra, 0, ¥, Pitts of Zdgewood, Mir, and rs, H, B, Rusik,
Sy, and ¥y, and ¥Mrs, H, B, Rusk Jr, of Dallas, irs, Ray Garner of
Longview, J, ¥, Gentry of Canton, Mr, and Mra, A, W, Rusk, Jeneve
Rusk, Tommy Jeun Rusk, Mrs, Mary Rusk, Melleil, Mr, and Mrs, fenry
Geddie, John Geddie, John Kellis of Csmbon, Mrs, Xirkpatriek of
Grand Saline,
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MOTHER AND FPATHIR

THOMAS JEFFERSON RUSK
1803-1857
Pioneer
Soldier
Statesman
of
Texas
FRACTED BY THE STATE OF TEXAS
1936
(West face)
NARY STERRITT
Wife of
John Rusic
{North face)
JOMN RUSKE
Builder of
014 Syone Chureh
1797
(South face)
11=24=36
Yonument, Special design. My, David E, Burress, Pendleton, South
Carcolina, will show the contractor where it is tp_he er-oted.
Approved:
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Rusk, Thomas J,
Hougton Tri Weakly Tel
July 28, 1856 or about that date

Copy all about huslk

4880 for 320 acres Dee., 9, 1837
Octs 8, 1835 - Beb25, 133
#6879 - 640 acres Des, 9, 1837
Hay 4 = Nove 4= 1836

Have not secrured
Hacogdosches 359 for Husk

Iirs. T. Po Davis
802 Johnson
Terréll, Texas

In Headright Certificste No, 214 issued Feb, 8, 1838 for one
labor of land for one labor of land by the Board of lLand Comnissioners
of Nagogdoches County it is simply cﬁatsﬁ that he came to Texas
privious to May 2, 1835, (FileDio., 730 Red liiver Fist Class Headright)
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