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PLUNK&IT, JOHN - Born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1808 a son of
John and ilizabeth (Kemnan) Plunkett. iis parents, because of
finaneial reverses, emigrated to the United Sgates in 1830 with
their children John, Isabella and HZlizabeth and located near /Andover,
lassachusgetts. Ilr, John Plunkett, &r., only lived a short time after
reaching ‘merican, dying at Baltimore on his return home from a visit
toc a brother in the South, Isabells was married to Charles Dale
and Elizabeth to Aplather Holt, In the year 1834 lr, Plunkett, his
mother, and Mr, and #ps, Dale came to Texas and settle-d At latagorda
fhere ¥r. Plunkett enguged first only in merchandising and later in
various other enterprises,

In the headright certificute issued to Hr, Plunkett for one-
third of a lesgue of land Janpary 6, 1838 by the latagorda County
Bosrd of lLand Commissioners it is stated that he cams to Texas in
1834, e was a member of Captain Robert J, Calder's Company at San
Jaeinto and was issued Donstion Certificate No, 947 for 640 acres
of land November 15, 1839 for having participated in the battle, On
he received Younty Certificate lo, 9905 for 320 acres of
1and for his services from February 23 to iay 24, 1836. After recelv-
ing his diseharge he enlisted in Captain Thomas Stewart's "Hata-
gorda Volunteers,”

My, Plunkett was never married, He dled in the town of kata=
gorda, Cotober 3, 186, leeving his estate to his two sisters. iis
grave is marked, He was a member of the Texas Veterans .issoclatlons

Elizabeth Plunkett, sister of John Plunkett was born in Ireland



February S, 1814. She was married to ibisther Hold, lirs, iolb
died January 7, 1687, in latagords County, Texas, Hr. Holt died
in Andover, Magsachusetts. Mr. and Mrs, Hold bhad one ehild, John
Francis Holt, born April 28, 1838 ond died November 31, 1921. Ie
was in the Uonfederate Army in thewar betwesn the states.

Isabella Plunkett, sister of John flunkett was born in Ireland.
She was married to Charles Dale. lr, Uale died in “assachusetis.
¥rs. Dale died in San Antonio, Their children were John, James,
Charles and iizzie, all of whom died leaving no children. £11 of
the boys participated in the war between the states, James was in
the Union Army. His brothers were in the “onfederate Army.

John Franeis Holt, son of Abiather and [lizabeth {"lunkett)
Holt, und nephew of John ~lunkett, was marricd to delen “ilkinson.
ir, Holt as has been stated above, dicd Mareh 31, 1921, lirs. lolt,
born Yctober 8, 1829 died #uy 4, 1928, Their children were (1)
Louise, who married J. 5. dayfield, lir. and #pg, Mayfield reside
in Houston, Lexase (2) Ann slizabeth, who married . J. Kilbride.
lip, and Mrs. Kilbivde reside in Hay City, Texase

The, following le tter written by Mr, Plunkett to iblather lolk,

Andover, Magsachusetts, is in the possession of Mrs, Kilbrides
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"Hatagorda,
July 17, 1836

"ily Dear Friend;

L few days ago I rec'd yours of the 2nd Feby with much pleasure,
it being the firet I have heard from friend or relative for five months.
I have written to you twice previous to the receipt of this, L thank
you for the iind feelings you express and am sorry that we are not
more fortunate in our oowmni.cat.iona to each other. You are partially
aware of the difficulties we have to encounter perhups before this,

On the first of March 1 left this place to join the army., A feow
days after from the near approach of the enemy to datagorda the fam=
1lies were all put on board the vessels for safety and sent to the
United Hgates, 4y brother-in-daw and family with my mother were a-
mong them, They have not wrote to me since, but I have heard they
were in Mobile and wells I joined the army under the command of Genrtl
Houston on the Colorado and continued with it until the beginning of
June, iy dear friend, I can give you but a faint idea of the Aiffie
culties, prévations and hardships we had to encounter-figure to youre
self 14 hundred men on their retreat from a beastly inhwaan foe
estdmated at 8 thousand, traveling the'se vast praries, the canopy of
heaven for our covering, depending on beef for our sustenance wilch
we killed on our march, éhan dealt out to us sometimes seantily, we
eut @ small stiek sharpened it &t both ends, one end we stuck in the
ground, the other we pub the meat on before the fire and turned it ag
it ccoked, Ve sometimes had frying pans but on our march frequently

had to leave them not having teams sufficient to carry our bagzage.



Next the nows of the fall of Spt Antonio when 120 brave /mericuns
were slaughtered, again at Goliad, or near to it, whure sbout 300 were
surrounded by more than ten times thelr number and fought brgvely
for sometime, after whieh = formal treaty wa: made, which ought to
have been respscted by anyChristian Hation, that was to send them back
to the United Gtates, but in s few days, by order of the savage
tyrant were taken out and shot, “ome ten or twelve after being taken
out mmong the rest, made their escape. This and like news we heard,
while on the retreat, still ringing in our ears, might have caused
ug to fear them and tremble at the name of a Mexican, but no-we longed
to meet them and revenge the deaths of our murdered countrymen ond
we 414 revenge them, The Plains of Sap Jaginto will be long remembered
by the ilexiocans where we fought them over two to one, theri nuwdbers
being 15 hundred cur not half, Ve killed about 6 hundred and took
the remeinder priscners more than half of the:m being wounded.

I was in the motion and think have not dishonored the cause for
which we fought, You remind of your promise of coming to Texas or
rather your intention, I am glad you are doing well, but hope at
present, you kive no such intention., At some future period perhaps
it might answer, but not in the situation the Country is in at present.
This country is again threatened with invasion, 10,000 Mexicans are
on their mareh, fully intent to murder all in arms against them, Ve
are all ecalled out sgains some have gone snd we have information there
are 2,000 Mexicans on the Warlppe. Tomorrow leave here to join the

army. Remaomber me to S1izabeth, I may yet live to see hery Should
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I not I trust in God, She has other friends who will not forsake heyr
in the time of nued nor prove untrue,

I have given you only a sketeh of the whole of the affairs of
Texass You will perhaps see it more fully in some of the papers.
“rite to me soon and tell my siater to write. * long to hear from
her. 1 should have written to her now but have not time.

Direct as usual to Matagords, Some friend will send 1% $o me,

Yours with respect,

Js Plunket,”
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