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BENTON, ALFRED - Born in Dyer County, Tennessee, in 1816, a son
of Hathaniel and Dorothy Benton., His father was a son of Nathaniel
Benton, an Englishman of refinement and scholarship who had settled
with his family at Hillsbore, Orange County, Nerth Carolina, He moved
to Dyer County, Tennessee in 1822 and there dled in 1230 leaving a
widow, 39 years old, and the following children: MNathaniel, aged 15;
Alfred, l4; Abner, 11; Susan 7; Sart, 4; Rufus 2, and lacenos Benton,
an infant,

Mps, Benton came to Texas in 1835 with her children and settled in
Robertson's colony on the Brazos. Her eldest son, Nathaniel had in the
meantime spent two years at West Peoint. |

Alfred, now nineteen years old, promptly enlisted in the army, He
partieipated in the Storming and Capture of Bexar, Decenmber 5 to 10, 1835
and was a member of Captain Isaac N, lpreland's Company of artillery at
San Jaeinto. He was killed in Sabine County, Texas in 1838 butthe
circumstances connected with his death are not recorded, Ils mother
on November 12, 1853 received Donation Certificate No. 530 for 640 acres
of land due him for having participated in the battle of San Jacinte
and Bounty Certificate No, 530 for 0640 acres of land for his service in
the army from October 25, 1835 te July 20, 1836, Ia the Headright
£iles in the General Land Office it is shown that on Hovember 30, 1578
Thomss Hart Benton was the only surviving heir of Alfred Benton.

Nathaniel Benton, brother of Alfred, was born in Tennessee in 1814
and returned to that state tn 1837 to marry Harriet MeCulloch, sister

of Benjamin and Henry Hustace lcCulloch.
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Benjamin MeCulleoch and Alfred Benton had served in the same
ecompany at San Jacinto, To Mr, and Mrs, Nathagjel Benton was born one
child, Benjemin Hustace Benton, Hrs. Benton died in 1845 and in 1853
Nathaniel Benton, his son, and his mother, ¥rs. Dorethy Benton, re-
turned to Texas and settled near Seguin. Father and son both became
Texas Rangers., Nathaniel Benton in the late fifties was married to
Jane Eligabeth Harris, He entered the Confederate Army at the cutbreak
of the Civil VWar and attained the rank of colonel, He was badly wounded
at Fort Fudson. He died in Seguin, 1873 (?) at the home of Hemry E, |
MeCulloech and is buried in the Captain Vmghn cemetery in West Seguin,
Mrs, Benton died in 1862,

Children of Colonel and Mrs, Benton were - Harriet Janem who
married John Donegan, and lives in Seguin; Apner, who married Alice
Rogers, and Nathaniel, who married Alice Nichels,

Surviving children of My, and Mrs, John Donegan are Thomas Iugh
Donegan, Charles Henry Donegan, rs. Adolph Weinert, Mra, O. G. Burke

and Miss Cora Lee Donegan, all of Seguin,

Hisgs Anna Sidway First - Citizens NHational Bank Dyersburg,

Tennegsse,



eessing children: Alfred, Nathaniel, Abner, Thomas Hart, Macenos,
Hufus and Susan, whemas-Harb-Benben-meved-be-lissourt-and-besane-one
of-imepioala-gresbesh-shabesnan,

Alfred Benton and his brother Nathaniel came to Texas in 1835
and both served in the army of the Republic of Texas. Alfred partici-
pated in the Storming of Bexar, December 5 to 10, 1835, and served at
San Jacinto as a member of Captain Isasc N, Moreland's artillery
company., His heirs on November 12, 1853, were issued Domation Certi-
ficate Ho. 530 for 640 acres of land due him for having participated
in the battle of San Jacinto and Bounty Certificate Neo. 1405 for 640
aeres for his services in the army from Octeober 2§, 1835 to July 20,
1836,

An actoof the Texas legislature approved August 20, 1856, granted
the heirs of lr. Benton a Headright Certificate for one~third of a
league of land. In the Headright file in the General Land Uffice at
Austin is an affidavit signed by Henderson Clark and Albert G. Piler
of Dyer County, Tennessee, In it they stated that they were both
personally aequainted with Nathaniel Benton, Sr., who lived in Dyer
County from 1822 to the time of his death in 1830. They were likewise

acquainted with his children and stated that Alfred Benton was killed

in Texas in about 1838, ummarried and leaving no heirs except a brother,

Nathaniel, and a sister, It is further shown that Hathaniel Benton died

in Texas &n sbout 1875 and that on November 30, 1878, Thomas Hart Benk
ton was the only surviving heir of Alfred Benton.

The following letter from Henry E. McCulleoch and petition of Mrs.
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Dorothy Benton are from the Memorial and Petitions files in the Apchives
of the Texas State Library:
"Austin January 5th-1856
"Hon John R King
%#ith regard to the claim of the heirs of Alfred Benton deceased
which has passed the Senate and is now in your house 1 ¢an state that
I was well acquainted with him Know that he emigrated to Texas in 1835
and that he remained in the Country until his death in 1838 - That I
filed his original disecharge in the Adjutant Genls, office and the
Certificates of General Burleson that he was in the battle at Ban An-
tonio when Milsm fell in 1835 and the Certificate of Cenerzl Rusk
that he was in the battle of San Jaeinto in 1836 uson which I obtained
the bounty warrantef 640 aeres and the Donation of 640 acres to which
he was entitled for sald servieces whiech claims are now in the hands
of A, B, Staneil for location,
Very Respectfully
Tr Obt Sevt
{Gigned) H, E, McCulloch,"
"To the Honeroble Legislature of the State of Texas
Your petitioner would most respectful represent to your honorbly
Gody that she is the mother of Alfried Benton who emigrated to the
Republie of Texas in 1835, that he the sald Alfred Benton was at that
time over 18 years of age, hhat he engaged in the service of the
country wﬁich was then struggling for liberty in 1835, that he parti-
eipated in the battle of San Antonio when the lamented Milam fell, that

he alsoe participated in the battle of Sanjacinte, that he remained a
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eitizen of the Republic of Texas until he died in Sabine County in
1838, that Donation and bounty land elaims have been igsued for his
military servicesbut that no headright certificate has ever beenissued
for his heagpight,

Your petitioner therefore prays that your honerably will grant
s bill of relief to the heirs of sald Benton and grant them a certifi-

cate for one third of a Heague of Land,
Dorothy Benton,”
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