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MILES, EDWARD. Born in Natchez, Misgsissippi, in 1816, a son of
Bdward Miles, ULir, Miles first came to Texas in 1829 with his father
who settled on a farm on 01d River at the head of Galveston Bay.
There his father died in 1833 and shortly after his death Edward
returned to Natchez where he engaged in cleriecal work., In January,
1836, he jolned a volunteer company organized ht Natchez by Captain
C, W, ¥iekery to help the Texans in thelr fight for independence,
Captain Viekery landed at Matagorda Januwary 10, 1836, and remained
in Texas until Marech 2nd when he and most of his men returned to
Mississippi., A few of the men of his company remfined in Texas and
at least two of them, Mr, liles and Simon P, Ford jeinmed “aptain
3idney Sherman's Company of Lentucky Volunteers “arech 10th. William
Wood was made captaln of the company at the promotion of Captsin
Sherman, Upr, Hilfes was issued Bounty Certificate Ho. 10073 for 960
acres of land for serving in the army of Texas February 22 to lovem-
ber 22, 1836, His San Jacinto Yonation Certificate No, 568 was
issued January 26, 1841,

On Oetober 31, 1840, kr, Miles and Mise Mary Ann Sawyer were
married at San Antonio in the home of the former Emmressario John
MeMullin, which stood where the Carnegie Library now stands.

In 1846, Mr, Hiles enlisted in the United States Army in the
war with Mexico, was in charge of the ammnuition at Palo Alto, and
gerved throughout the war. He was in the Confederate /prmy from the
beginning to the end of the war between the states., For over forty

years he held numercus official positions in San antonlo and Bexar
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County. He dled in San Antonio in 1884, while a member of the Texas
Veterans Assoclation,

dp, and “ps, Miles had only one child, Mary Hsther, who became
lirs, Mary bLgther Crawford, She died in San aptonio in Hovember, 1933,
leaving s number of children.

In a lengthy sketch of the life of Mr, Miles that appears in the
San Antonio Express of April 16, 1933, it is stated that My, Miles
was one of the captors of Santa “nna, Jiis ver ion of the sspture of
the Mexican dictator as related to his ehild was, according to the
writer of the sketech, so similar to Mr, James A, Sylvester's account
in a letter to the famous artist MeArdle, December 7, 1872,
that Sylvester's letter was printed, In it lir, Sylvester stated that
one of his companions when Santa Anna was captured was named “"Miles."®
A letter written by Sylvester in August, 1836, gives the name as
"Miles of Virginia,” OSee Sylvester's letter in this volume, It has
been proved conslusively that Alfred H., Miles was one of the captors
of Santa Anna, See also the sketch of kr, Miles in this volume,

Mr, Edward Hiles as late as July 18, 1879, made no claim to be=
ing one of the captors of Santa Anna, as evidenced by his letter of
that date written to Colonel Francis ¥, Johngon, Brenham, Texas, Presi-
dent of the Texas Veterans Agsoclation., The letter is among the
Sylvester papers in Rosenberg Library, Galveston. It followss

"Dear Sir:- Your favor of the 1lth inst, received. You ask me
a8 to my recollections in the matter of the capture of Gen. Santa

Anna on the 224 day of April 1836, Sergeant James A, Sylvester,
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Company A, Captaln William Wood, was a member of the same company with
myself at that time, and when the president of the republic of Mexiego
and the eommander-in-chief of the invading army into Texas, was
brought into the camp of Gen., Sam Houston as a prisouner of war, I wae
on camp guard duty on the bayou side of our linss,

Our whble camp, prisoners and all, was by such an event thrown
into a great fever of commotion and excitement; and 1, as soon as
pessible, hurried to our commander-in-chief's headquarters and there
saw this distinguished prisoner of war,

To put this matter more fully at rest, and in order that all
honor be paid to whom honor is due, I exhibited your letter to
H, P, Brewster, Esq., who says in substance as foldows: "I was the
private secretary &t the time of Gen, Sam Houston, and was present
when he, pointing at the time to Sylvester, recognized him as having
been the captor of his person.” This he says was done in the presence
of Col., Almonte, Cos and many others, e further says he never knew
until lately that anyone else ever eluimed the credit of the Capture
of Santa Anna,

I am, very truly yours,

Edward Miles District ommander, T. V, 4, "

Note:

liiles, Ldward Headright Act of Legislature Approved Feb, 9,
1850. 1/3 league of land
Je P. Lagan. Pte A, Oct, 20. 1938.
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