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MENCHACA, JUSE ANTONIO- Borm in Sun antonio de bexar, Texas
in 1800, Texas at that time belonged &0 Spain, He was second
Sergeant in Captain Juan N, Seguin's Company at San Jaeinto and on
May 26, 1846 he was issued Donation Certificate No, 31 for 640
acres of land for having partieipated in the battle., le was issued
Bounty Certificate No, 1139 for 320 acres of land for three months
gserviece in the army of Texas im 18306 but the period of enlistment
is not shown, He received Younty Certificate No, 4455, dated Hovem-
ber 5 to November 26, 1836, His appolntment as Captain of Cavalry
was confirmed by the Senate of the Congress of the Republiec, Hay 22,
1837, Congress on February 3, 1844 authorized the payment for his
services as a Captain in the Army of Texas from July 1 to Septem~
ber 11, 1842,

Captain denchaca in spplying for a Headright Certificate from

the Bexar County Board of Land Commigsioners, February 23, 1838, stated

that he was married prior to lMarch 2, 1836, IHis wife dvidently died,
for on January 31, 1842 he was married to Concepcion Gulan at San
Antonio,

Captain llenchaca became Mayor, pro tem of “an Antonie, July 20,
1838, succeeding William U, Daingerfield, resigned.

Captain Menchaca died at Sam Antonio, Hovember 1, 1879, while
a member of the Texas Veterans Association. <The State of Texas had
a monument ersected at his grave in 1936 in San Fernsndo Cemetery He..l,
San santonio.

Mrs, J. B. Lacose, daughter of Captain Menchaca presented a
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photograph of her father to the Texas Veterans Assoeistion at the
annual meeting of the Association at San Antonio in 1880, Another

daughter present at the convention was Mrs. Antonio Neuendorf.
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In the Aprchives of the State Library, “emorial 86, File 60, is
a pebition from Captain Menchaca addressed to the Legislature of
Texas, January 25, 1853. in aet for the relief of Captain Menchaca
was approved by the Governor February 7, 1853, granting him a league
of land, This is found in Cammel's Laws of Texas, Vol. 3, page 1404,

"The petition of Antonio Menchaca, a citizen of Texas respect-
fully represents,

That,during the seige of San antonio in the year 1835, by order
of the Mexican Generals, then in command in San Antonio a valuable
property the residence o your petitioner was utterly d estroyed
with 21l its appendages, Your petitionerbeing then a soldier of
Texas in the company commanded by Capt, James Bowie., That in con-
sequence of thedestruction of his home and his property he has never
since been able to own a home., That in 1839, the Congress of the
Republic of Texas taking into considerstion the case of petitioner,
donated to him a house and lot on the Plaza in San Antonio, the title
whereof was to vest in petitioner so soon a8 the game should be
confiscated. That no steps were ever taker for its confiscation,
and at the close of the war of 1846 and 7, the family of whom the
house had previously belong-d returned from Mexico and took from
petitioner the house and lot which ought to have been confiseated but
was not.

Petitioner hppes he may say without impropriety that he has at
all times been a true citizen and soldier of Tex=s, 1t is well known

that he has fought her battles from 1835 to the present time, Lhat
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he cbmmanded a company in the battle of San Jacinto and received the
testimony of all that he ronder«d good and efficient service, that

during those times of severe trial and suffering on the frontier,

whem many who had been looked upom as friends to Texas, fell away from

thelr allegiance his name has never been shaded by a suspieion,

Ag he suffervd and served for Texas in her feeble infaney he
hopes that his saerifices and losses will be remembered in her day
of prosperity, while accumulating years render him unable to asaist
others and drive him to sick assistance for himself.

He is a free Texian and asks no gratuity; but he has sustained
losses with cheerfulness while Texas was less able to compensate
him than he to sustaln himself without compensation; and now that
Texas is rich he asks that his poverty may be lightened and his
losses compengated,

Petitioner would not preseribe terms to the Legislature, but
will receive with chemerfulness such compensation in money or land as

your wigddom may decree,”
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MCNCHACA, ANTONIO - Bern in San Antonio im 1800 and baptized
in 5an Fernando de Austria (San Fernando Cathedral) January 12th
of that year., Lieutenant Colonel Antonio Cordero was governor, In
1811 Cordero was succeeded by Manuel caleedo, Lisutenant Colonel of
the Royal Spanish armies and it was in this Year San Antonio got its
first toueh of rebellion against Spain, Hany residents of San Aantonio
were invited to joln an insurrection and several agreed. The plot
leaked out and 15 to 20 leaders were arrested, Uome were szsouted
and others sent to prison, Among those imprisoned for 1ife were
Captain Jose lenchea., The principal leader, Jaum Bsutista Casas was
shot to death here,

lisnchaca records the viceregal ediet of Margh 11, 1811, under
which San Fernando de Austria and San Antonio de Balaro were ingor-
porated under the name of San Antonio de Bexar,

iy, Yenchaca's menoirs were dietated to Charles il, Barnes =nd

they came in possession of James P, Newcomb who knew lenchaea well,

Note: Republic of Rio Grande? 1839840
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HENCHACA, JO3SE AWIONIO = Was lssued a certificate for sleven

leaguea of land, September 27, 1833,



COMPILED BY;
L. W, KEMB’

MENCHAGA, ANTONIO - Was sentenseg to be hung at San Augustine,
February 22, 1839 for treason but was pardoned February 18, by

Ppegident Lamar,
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