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HIGHSMITH, ABIJAH M, - Born November 13, 1776 in North Carolina,
He moved to Migsourl at an early date where he married Deborah Turner,
daughter of Winslow Turner.

On page 7, Book A, "List of applicants for Lund in Austin's
Colonies", Spanish Apehives in the General Land Office, Austin it is
shown that Ahljah Highsmith of Missouri had applied for land in Austin's
Colonies April 2, 1827, He stated that he had a wife and five children,
On page 55 of the sam{book it is shown that Ahijeh Highemith, aged 34,
again applied for land., This time he sald he had glx children, three
boys and three girls and had come to Texas in 1828, His wife, Debora
aged 35, was also with him. He was issued title to a league of land
in Austin's second colony, situated in the present county of Bastrop,
April 5, 1831 (Vol. 4, page 658],

A1l married colonists who had received a league of land from the
Mexican government, as had Mr, Highsmith, were entitled to receive an
additional labor of land from the Republic of Texas., The following
is quoted from the Headright Certificate No, 255 issued July 6, 1838
to A M, Highsmith by the Board of Land Commissioners for Bastrop
Counﬁy:

"This is to certify that A, M, Highsmith has appeared
before the board of land commissioners for County of
Bastrop and proved according to law that he arrived
in this country in 1827 and that he is m married man
and entitled to one labor of land."

Mr, Highemith was a member of Captain Jesse Billingsley's "Mina
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(Bastrop) Volunteers” at San Jaeinto and on August 30, 1839 he was
issued Donation Certificate Ho., 938 for 640 scres of land for having
participated in the battle, He was issued Bounty Certificate No.
9989 for 320 aeres of land August 28, 1845 for having served in the
army from February 28 to June 1, 1836,

Mrs, G. T, Traylor, Cuero, wrote to the compiler Jamuary 5,

1938 that Mrs, Highsmith was born in Plymouth County, Massachusetts,
November 22, 1774 and died February 11, 1872. She stated that My,
Highsmith died May 22, 1845, Robert H, Grimes was appointed adminis-
trator of his estate August 25, 1845 (Page 192, Probate Records of
Bastrop County) The graves of both are lost.

Children of My, and Mrs, Abijah Highsmith were:

Benjamin Franklin Highsmith, born in Missouri, September 11, 1817,
and died November 20, 1905 in Uvalde County, Texas. He was married
to Elizabeth Turner, daughter of Adam Turner who was born in Missouri
March 22, 1836 and died at home of H, F. Kennedy, Uvalde County, Texas,
October 7, 19003 William Eighsmith; Turner Highsmith; Elizabeth
Highsmith who married Robert H. Grimes; and Mary Highsmith who married
Ggorge Jefferson Neill,

The following aged granddaughters of Abijah M, Highsmith living
today are Martha Jane (Highsmith) O'Brien; and Mary Deborah (Highe
smith) O'Brien; and Mary Deborah (Hghsmith) 0'Brien, of Vina, Califor-
nia, Two greay grandsons Messrs. Johhny and Lee Highamith are living

near Sabinal, Texas,
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(Extracted from a deed recorded in Book E, page 105, Deed Records
of Bastrop County and signed by A. M, Highsmith by making his mark,)

On October 8, 1836 Ahijah and Debora Highsmith were living in
the town of Columbia (Now West Columbia, Brazoria County) when they
sold one-half of the league granted to them by the kexican government,
and situated in Bastrop County, to Joseph Mims for $1,000, {(Bock B,
page 217-218 Deed Records of Bastrop County). The deed records show,
howeber, that on July 3, 1838 they were residing on the other hal?f
league of their land in Bastrop County.

Mr, Highsmith died May 22, 1845, (Mrs, C., T. Traylor) Robert
H, Grimes was appointed administrator of his estate August 25, 1845
(Page 192, Probate Records of Bastrop County).

Children of My, and Mprs, Ahijah g. Highsmith were Benjamin
Franklin Highsmith, who married Elizabeth Turner, April 28, 1854
(Marriage Records of Bastrop County); William Highemith who married
Lucinda Cathor (?), January 25, 1853; Wilkslow Turner Highswith who
married Sarah E, Loftin, April 4, 1858; Elizabeth Highemith, who
married Robert H, Grimes and Mary Highsmith, who married George Jef-
ferson Neill,

Mary Highsmith, who married George J, Neill was born in Texas
in 1827 and died in Comal County, Texas in 1879, She was probably
the sixth child born to Ahijah M, and Debora (Turner) Highsmith,

The nam e A, M, Highsmith appears on the San Jaecinto rolls
printed in 1836 and also on page 33 of the army rolls in the General

Land Office. Dcnation Certificate Nol 983 for 640 acres of land was
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issued to him August 30, 1839 for having perticipated in the battle
of San Jacinto., He was a member of Company C, Mina Volunteers,
commanded by Captain Jesse Billingsley, and Bounty Certificate No.

9989 for 320 acres of land was issued in his name August 28, 1845
but prior to that time it had been assigned to R, M. Forbes, and was
delivered to Mr, Forbes.

On September 4, 1849 the headright certificate for one-third
of a league of land was sold at public auction at Bastrop for $12.50
and the San Jacinto certificate for $37.00 (Book C, page 212) Deed
Records of Bastrop County).

Mr, Highsmith was married to Debora Turner, daughter of Winslow
Turner as is atated by Mr. Highsmith:

"Thig Indenture made and entered this the 1lth day of January
A, D, One thousand eight hundred and forty one between Ahijah M,
Highsmith of the first part and Sgmuel Highsmith of the second part
and Deborah Highamith wife of sald Ahijah, party of the third part.
Witnesseth, that for and in consideration of one hundred and forty
acres of land situated in the State of Missburi of the value of one
thousand Dollars, given, granted and comveyed unto the said party
of the first party by Winslow Turner, who was the father of the party
of the third parte=e--"
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