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ALLEN, JOHN M, == lMrs. Simmins wrote on September 30,
1936t vhen Mr., Allen was traveling in Greece they called for
~ volunteers and he enlisted smd fought in the amrmy at M___ .
In a blography of Lord Byron he is m;nm.rmsmw
can at Byron's death bed."
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ALLEN, JOHN MELVILLE -~ Born December 15, 1802, in
Lexington County, Kentucky. In the headright certificate
issued to him June 7, 1838, for a league and labor of land
by the Harrisburg County Board, it is stated that he came to
Texas in December, 1835..

Reverend Homer S, Thrall in his "Pictorial History of
Texas™ in a short biographical sketch of Major Allen states
that at an early age he joined the United States Navy, which
he left to aid Greece in its revolution against Turkey.

Lord Byron, the English poet, was in Greece to help finance
the revolution and Thrall states that Mr, Allen was with him
at Missolonghi, when Byron died. He gave the date of his
death as April 12, 1821, dbut this is incorrect; he died
April 19, 1824.

Next Mr, Allen enlisted at New Orleans in 1835 in an
expedition of volunteers raised to help Texas in its struge
gle with Mexico. The volunteers sailed for Mexico and made
an attack on Tampico, The assault ended disastrously, many
of the velunteers being captured, tried and executed by the
Mexicans., MNr. Allen was among those who escaped. On his
return he reached Texas in December, 1835, and immediately
rejoined the army. He was called Tampico Allen by his
friends.

Major Allen received Bounty Certificate No. 2685 for

1280 acres of land for having served in the army from Deceme
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bver 18, 1835, to December 2, 1836. In Service Record No.
1556 it is stated that he was appointed captain at the time
of his enrolment dut had served as Acting Major at San
Jacinto ia the absence of Major MoNutt, who had been placed
in charge of the ceamp opposite Mabm. HMajor Allen was
issued Donation Certificate No. 115 May 19, 1838, for having
participated in the battle of San Jacinto. Shortly after
the battle, he was sent to the United States where he
recruited 230 men for the Texas army. This faet, too, is
shown in Service Record No. 1556,

After retiring from the army, Major Allen settled at
Galveston and on March 14, 1839, was elected the first mayor
of the city. He was reelected each succeeding year until
1846, In 1842 he was olected Captain of the "Calveston
Invineidles.” After annexation he was appointed United .
States Marshall, an office he held until his death February
12, 1847. A monument will be placed at the grave of Major
Allen in the Episcopal Cemetery in Galveston by the State of
Texas. |

Major Allen was married to Mary Deas Hamilton Braine
who was born in Yonkers, Winchester County, New York, Sep-
tember 9, 1814, and died in Stockport, New York, August 4,
1862. ;

Children of Major and Mrs, Allen were Agnes Adeline,
who married Bdward Duncan Cooper Clark, and Pamela Allen,
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who died young. Surviving grandchildren are Mrs. John W.
Simmins, 214 South Street, Morriston, New Jersey; lMrs.
Robert H. Lockwood, 5735 Howe Street, Pittsburg, Penrsylvae
nia, and Mrs., Carl R. Pech, 21} South Street, Morristown,
New Jersey. '
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