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CRAIN, RODDEN TAYLOR -~ Born near Grand Junetion, Hardemen County,
Tennessee April 29, 1219, a son of Joel Crain. In the headright cer-
tificate issued to him fn 1838 for one~-third of a league of land by
the Board of Land Commigsioners for San Augusbine County it is cefrti-
fied that he came to Temas in 1835, He was a member of Captain William
Kimbro's Sgn Augustine Company at San Jacinte but the General Land
Office records do not disclose that he received the donation land due
him for having participated in the battle, or the bounty land due him
for having served in the army immedistely prior to or after the battle.
He joined Captain Richard Hooper's Company of San Augustine Cavalry
July 6 and was discharged October 10, 1836, For the latter service
he was issued Bounty Certificate No. 309 for 320 acres of land. In
applying for a pension, however, April 22, 1872, Mr. Crain stated that
he had received his donation land. He stated that he had served in
the army from March 10 to October 6, 1836.

Mr, Crain was first married in Nacogdoches to a Miss McKenzie.
After her death he was married to Mrs, Cassandra Clark Blankenship,
daughter of Barnes Clark and widow of Boyd Blankenship.

My, Crain was a member of the Texas Veterans Association. He
was drowned in the Bosque River in Bosque County, July 20, 1891, and
is buried in a marked grave in the cemetery in Valley Mills. He
owned land north of Valley Mills, and had to cross the Bosque when he
visited town. On the day of his death he was warned by some fishermen
not to cross., He drove into it, however, and was drowned.

Chilredn of Mr. Crain by his first marriage were (1) Adaline,
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(2) Carter, (3) Alexander, (4) Namey, (5) Giles Burditt (6) Rachel
and (7) Martha Crain, By his second marriage (8) Ambrose (9) Thomas
Rusk (109) A. Burress and (11) Ann Crain,

(1) Adaline Crain was married to John M. Moody.

(2) Carter Cprain moved to Gglveston im about 1878,

(4) Naney Orain was married twice. Her first husband was T,

B. Hatley and after his death she was married to A, D, Burress.

(5) Giles Burditt Crain was married twice. He was first married
to Rachel Fulghum,

Their children were (a) John Richard, (b) Joel Arthur, (c¢) William
Wallace, (d) Giles Burditt and (e) Rachael A, Crain., Rachel A, Orain
was married April 17, 1853 to Benjamin Livingston Rusk, son of General
Thomas J. Rusk, Their children were Alice Helena, born February 19,
1885; Cicero Benjamin, born July 4, 1856; Mary Euphemia, born Mareh 29,
1858; and Giles Thomas Jefferson Rusk, born January 28, 1860 and died
May 24, 1861,

(b) Joel Arthur and (c) William Wallace Crain moved to Hunt
County, (f) lirs, Robert Leary and (g) Mrs, Lucian Cooper moved to
Grayson County.

(e) Joel Arthur Crain was married to . A ehild

of this union, Hulon Houston Crain was married to Dors Steen. Mrs,
K, 0, Williems, 189 East Paris Street, Ladonia, Texas, is a duaghter
of Hulon Houston and Dora Steen Crain.

(d) Giles Burditt Crain was married to . W. O,

Crain, General Attorney for the Texas Company, Houston is a son of
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this union,
(6) Rachel Crain was married to Robert Murrell.
{7) Martha Crain was married to Edward Murrell, brother of
Rabert Murrell.
(10) A. Burress Crain was magried to . My, Crain

was living at 115 Parker Street, Marshall, October 5, 1937.
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CRAIN, R. T. = The following affidavit signed by Mr. Crain is
found in the Pension Papers, Archives, Lexas State Library, Austin,
It was made at Waeo, July 18, 1878:

"In the County Court Bosque County Texas July Term 1878 To Hon
7. H, Helton Bounty Judge of Bosque “ounty the petition of Roden T,
Crane applicant for a pension from the State of Texas respectfully
represents that he is a resident of said State and County and fifty
nine years of age that he served as and was a soldler in the army of
the Republic of Texas in the war of the revolution which separated
Texas from Mexico bhetween the commencement of the pevelniion ¥
Gonzales in 1835 and the first war of January 1837 that he was a
member of Wm Kimbro's cémpany in said army from 10th day March 1836
till 6 October 1836, That he is in indigent circumstances and has
been ever since July lst 1876 that by reason of the premises he is

entitled to an annual pension of $150 from the State of Texas."
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CRAIN, R, T. = The following affidavit was signed by Mr. Crain
at Waco April 22, 1872, and is found in the Pension Papers, Arehives,
Texas State Library:

"This is to Certify That I B, T, Crain do Hereby depose and Say
that I was a member of Capt Wm Kimbroes Company of Volunteers of San
Augustine County and That I participated in the Battle of Sanjacinto
on the 21st of April 1836 and I also affirm that I was wounded By
Santa Annas advance guard at the time that the Mexican Army arrived
at Sanfelippe on the Brazos River and that I am Entitled to a pension
according to an act of the Legislature 12 August 1870

And that this declaration is for the purpose of obbtaining the
sam.

I ghould have Stated in the above declaration that I have Recelved

My Bounty Lend 640 Acres for Participating in the Battle of Sanjacinto."
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Houston, Texas

Dear Sir: In April 1938 a friend of our family, Mr, Walter 7,
Cunninghan of Comanche, wrote you in our behalf coneerning the
Robert T, Cpain watfh. A veteran of SanJaeinto & whose neme with
other veterans was to be enseribed in bronze within the buflding
beilng erected in their honor on the SBan Jacinto Battlefield. At
the time of Mr. Crain's tragie death there were no known relatives
& my husband an educator, bought it for its historie value and
treasured it t1ll his death as muech. I now shall be glad if the
maseun of which I note you are chairman, would make me a fair offer
for the wateh & advise me of same., The watch is engraved inside the
case - Roden T, Cpain veteran of San Jaeinto April 21st, 1836. He
wore this watch as teim-keeper in guarding Gen. Santa Anna, Hoping
to hear favorably from you I am with thanks,

Very truly,

(s) Mpe, J, B, Layne



COMPILED BY
L. W. KEMP

/_sory ]

November 13, 1939

Judge W, 0. Crain
The Texas Company
Houston, Texas
Personal
Dear Judge Crailn:

I am enclesing a letter from Mrs. J. B. Layne, Comanchs,
which may be of interest to you. I wrote her that the San
Jaeinto Museum of Higtory had no funds with whieh %o purchase
guch treasures. I 414 not refer her to you. You need not
return the letter sinee I have made a copy of it.

Yours sincerely.

L. W. Kemp.

enkl.
IWK:eh
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Loarr 7
Hovember 13: 1939

Mrs., J, B, Layne

Conanche

Texas

Dear Mrs, Layne: .

I would certainly like to see the watdh of Roden T. Crain,
exhibited at the museum in the San Jacinto monument. Articles
pertaining to San Jacinto veterans may be lent to the museum,
with the owner having the right to withdmew them at any tine,
or they may be presented to the museum. The museum has no

funds with which to purehase them.

Very sincerely,

R.W . KENP
LWK: eh
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