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BRYANT, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN - Born in Wilkes County, Georgia, March 15,
1800, When he was a child his parents moved to Macon County, Georgla.
From there on September 4, 1834 Captain Bryant with his wife and child
and a nephew, Hardy Price, left for Texas, crossing the Sabine at
Gaines'! Ferry on November 10th, They settled on Pale Gacho Creek two
miles east of Milam in the present county of Shelby and about fifteen
miles east of San Augustine.

In March 1636, Captain Bryant recruited a company of volunteers of
whieh he was elected Captain, His company joined the main army at
Bernardo, one of the homes of Jared E, Croce, one of the wealthiest
planters in all Texas, March 29, 1836, General Sam Houstonat his Head-
quarters Camp west of the Brazos on April 3 wrote to Thomas J. Rusk,
Secretary of War ".,.BightyRedlanders have arrived and are on the
opposite bank." The others besides Captain Bryant's company were men
recruited by Major L. Smith, and commanded at San Jacinto by Captain
A, H, Wyly. Ancaccount of Captain Bryant's march to join the army
will be found in the sketch of Hardy W. B, Price, member of his company.

In Service Record No, 7054 it i.;ﬂ a;tiﬁed that Captain Bryant
served in the army from March 29 o April 29, 1836, He was issued
Donation Certificate No, 314 for 640 acres of land, Jume 9, 1838 for
having participated in the battle of San Jacinto. Altho Captain Bry-
ant retured from the army at the expiration of his term of enlistment,
April, 29, 1836, his life was practically spemt in the protection of
the frontier from the attacks of Indians and Mexicans., Me mveﬂ to

Milam County where he built a fort, known as Bryant's Station on
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Little River, in which he and his family lived., This soon became the
Headquarters for Indian fighters who always selected Major Bryant as
thelr leader. ‘

On March 16, 1839, he commanded the party of 52 men who engaged
the band of Indians under gdse Haria near the home of George lMorgan,
at the falls of the Brazos near where the eity of Marlin now stands,

After the Texans had had 13 of their number killed and 5 others

- wounded, Major Bryant being one of the latter, they were forced to

retreat in disorder. These same Indians had attacked the Morgan houe
on January first and had killed and scalped George Morgan and wife
and Adeline Marlin, They had also attacked the home of John Marlin
on January 1lOth but were forced to retreat after seven of them, and
no Texans, had been killed. They had now returned for revange which
they succeeded in getting., In after years Major Bryant and Jose Maria
became good friends.

In 1845 Captain Bryant built a home near the fort where he and
his wife spent the rminﬁur of their lives, Captain Bryant died March 4,
1857. He was twice married but the name of his first wife has not
been ascertained, His second wife, Rox?nna Price, was born March 8,
1802 and died November 10, 1871. The remains of Captain and Mrs. Bryant
were removed by the State of Texas to the State Cemetery at Austin in
1931, i

Children of Captain Benjamin F, Bryant and Ro:’t;;:nna Price Bryant
were Jesse, Francis, Jane Ilizabeth, Barney, Layfayette, Amanda, Lou,

Eliza, Susan, Rebecca and Sem Houston Bryant, all of whom are deceased.
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Some of the surviving grandehildrem are Mrs, T, ¥, Sypert,

Crosby, Texas; Mrs, Hayden Bryant Sypert, 7912 John Street, Houstonj
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Executive Department
Wwashington, March 28, 1843,
To ¥aj. Benj. Bryant,

Indian Agent, etc,
8ir,

Your letters were handed to me by the lipans and Toneshuas, I
will send you forms of returns as soon as they can be prepared, It
will be of some importance to have a completecensus of those tribes.

I hope the commissioners will succeed in making a desirable
treaty at the Waco village, If they do I am anxious that you should
cultivate sentimente of friendship on the part of those Indians to-
wards the other tribes, I am desirous of removing every causs of
excltement to the Indians on our frontier, The future prosperity of
Texas only requires peace to ensure its protection.

I send you a copy of a letter which I had forwarded to you by
Yonsey, a Toncahua. I am afraid he did not deliver the originsl.
Until the country hae more ability to bestow favors than at present,
I =m anxious that the Indians should not resort here. To those who
have come contrary to my wishes, I have made small presents. I have
written to them a letter to Gen, Flaco. I hope 1t will be interprebed
to him with care, I send him four plugs of tobacco; to his wife I
send eleven shawls, the mother of young Flago who was slain., Of his
murder I know nothing "enly it is sald that Mexlcans from the Rio
Grande ¥illed him,” Haj. Hays has never written to me on the subjeet,

When I get new: particulars of his death, I will write to you and you
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can inform his father of the facts, If the Lipans and Toncahuas will
go out to take satisfaction for his death tell them by no means to
harr: women and ehildren, The warrior scorns to hurt a woman or child
and only fights with men, I will never shake hands with a red brother
that had stained his hands with the blood of women, or children. He
is a "squaw” and a coward himsedf.

I will direct the Indians that are here to communicate to thelir
tribes not to come to this place except upon important business that
eannot be done by the Agent and I will tell them so to spesk to their
people, And that they are to listen to your talks and walk in the
path which you point out to them., When I wish to see them here I will
write to you; and you can communicate to them my degires.

You will permit no persons to trade with the Indians nor to go
amongst them without leave from you; and should you give leave to any,
you will report the same to the government by the first opportunity.

I have the honor to be
Your Obt, Servt.

Sam Houston,

The sbove is a true copy of an autograph letter from President
Sam Houston to Maj, Benj. Bryant now is possession of Jeff T. Kemp,
County Judge of Milam County, Texas, which was given him by the late

Sam Houston Blankenship, a grandeon of Maj., Benj. Bryant.
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BRYANT, BENJAMIN FRARKLIN Jesge Bryant was married twice,

He was first married to Mary Willlams, next to a Miss Anderson,

Franeis Bryant was married to a lMiss Murrah and at her death was
married to Miss Green Raney.

Jane Elizebeth Bryant was married to Daniel leKay, a San Jacinﬁ:
Veteran, MNr, McKay died October 9, 1889. Mrs. MeKay died November 22,
1896,

.Barney Bryant was married to Jane Burks, Amanda Bryant was born
September 12, 1835. She was married June 27, 1850 to Joseph Brysnt who
was born November 9, 1824 and died May 1, 1863, lirs, Bryant was next
married to Jacob Fabterely., There wer e sevén ¢hildren by the first
marrisge and one by the last. Mprs, Bryant lives at Granger, Texas,

Her children were (1) Susan Elizabeth, Rebecca Bryant, born November 12,
1852 and died September 16, 1853, (2) James B, Bryant, born July 6,

1854 and died Jamuary 8, 1934 (3) Layfayette B, Bryant, born January 2,
1857 snd—dted-January.2,-1857 and died Jamuary 4, 1924. He was married
to Palestine Garrison who was born Fobruary 14, 1856 and died May 11,
1915. (4) William Kendrick Bryant, born August 19, 185¢ and died May 6,
1863 (5) Ias Elvira Myrtle, born Mereh 29, 1860 and died June 6, 1863
(6) Samuel P, Bryant, born Januery 5, 1863 and died January 13, 1863
and (7) Hapoleon L, Bryant, who died March 4, 1863,

Lou Bryant wac married first to Tom Harly and at hisg death to
Allen lires,

Eliza Bryant wes married to Harrison Blankenship, Susan Bryant

was married to ¥, M, Blankenship, Rebecca Bryant was married to Charles
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Peters. Sam Houston Bryant, youngest child of Benjamin Franklin
Bryant was married to Susan Anderson, Iir. Bryant resides in los
Anreles, California,

J. B, Bryant died in 1934. Born at Bryant Station July 6, 1854.
Survived by mother 99 and following nephews: H. D, Bryant, Bartlett;
R, &, Bryant, Seabrook; L. R, Bryant, Rogers; E£. O. Bryant, Lorenzo;
E, P, Bryant of Ralls and H, H, Bryant of leGregor. Following nelces,
Wprs, J, H, Starling and Mps, Chaples Lively of Rogers; INrs, H, Sloan

¢f Bmlle and Mrs, £, T, Colbert of Belfalls.

Haydon Bryant Sypert
Mrs, T, M, Sypert, Crosby, Texas Box 432

Krs, Bugh Gibson

4543 Polk, Houston

¥rs., Leo Sunseri
1811 Twenty-third S5t.
Galveston
All bounties
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