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SMITH, WILLIAM P, - “orn January 15, 1795. He came to Texas in
January, 1835, as is stated in the headright certificate issued to
him Janusry 10, 1830 by the Washington County Board of Land Commissioners,

The records of the Wagr Department, Washington, D. U,, show that
Dr. Smith was a veteran of the War of 1812, He enkolled in Fayette-
ville, Tennessee, Ootober 3, 1814 as a sergeant in Captain John
Hutehins Company, Seecond Reglment of Tennessee mounted Volunteer
Gunmen, Winn's Uivision, He served from September 28, 1814 to
March 28, 1815.

On October 7, 1835 at Gonzales the following memorial was
presented to Colonel John H, Moore:

"“You are hereby requested to accept the medical services of the
undersigned who without any discussion of grade have, with a special
oye to the good of thieir country, constituted themselves a board
for the volunteer army of Texas with sentiments of highest considera-
tion, We subseribe ocurselves,

Yours sincerely,
William P, “mith
Thomas J, Gazley
T. Kenney
Joseph E, Field
Amos Pollard”,

At the camp on the “ibalo on Uetober 18, 1835, Ceneral Austin named
Dr, Smith as surgeon in the army.

Dy, Smith was issued Donstion Certificate No. 1161 for 640 acres
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of land August 15, 1841 for having been detailed to guard the bagguge
at Harrisburg, April 21, 1836, In the Court of Claims files in the
Genepsl Land Office is 8 statement from Fr, Smith in which he stated
he wos & member of Captain Moseley Baker's Company.

Dr. Smith died May 18, 1870 and is buried in a marked grave in

the semetery in Fayetteville, Fayette County.
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The following letter from Dr, William P, “mith, dated Fayette-
ville, Fayetteville County, July 20, 1858 was published in the Texas
Almanae of 18591

"Messrs., Richardson & Co, - In your notice of your “lmanae, for
1859, I see you contemplate publishing the names of those who were in
the battle of San Jacinto. In Gen. Houston's published account of
that battle, he does not say one word about those who were really con-
nected with the ammy, yet on detached service by his own order, This
is eertainly not doing them justice. For instance, Hajor McNutt was
appointed to the command of the guard over the sick, the baggage, 64C.,
at the upper encampment, I, as one of the surgeons of the srmy, was
left at Donaho's, in charge of some sixty sick with the measles, being
the siek of both regiments, So soon as I got them in a condition so
that some could go to the settlements, to regain thelr heslth, Cap-
tain Hill of Fashington County and myself, took those who were able
to join the army, and dashed on as rapidly as possible, to join the
main army before the battle, When we arrived on the20thof Agril, 1836,
at the upper encampment, the end was knocked out of the ferry-boat,
and while some workemn were repairing it, Cos' division was between
us and the main am&, we could not arrive there until the battle was
over, and then we hastened to the scene as quickly as possible., I was
thers in time to aid in attending to the sick and wounded, I was acte
ing under a commission, as Regimental Surgeon, with the appointment
of David G. Burnet, President ad interim, snd Thomas J, Rusk, Secre-

tary of War. I was regularly discharged by M, B, lLamar, then Secre=-
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tary of VWar, some two months after the battle, I have obtained my 640
acres San Jacinto domation, and thipk that myself, with cthers similare
1y situated, who were at our post doing detailed service by order of
the Commander-in-Cheif, are entitled to some pudblic consideration.
Would it not be well, in your coming issue to make some honcrable

mention of those on detached service?”
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