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ROBINGSCR, JAMES - A fres Negro who came to Yemxas in March, 1835,
with Robert Eden Handy to whom he was bound by indenture until the
year 1844. He wag with Major Handy in the army and wou'd have par-
ticipated in the bhattle of San Yacintc had he not been ordered to
remain at the esmp opposite Harrisburg.

The following petition of Mejor Handy was presented May 2, 1838

"The The Honble The Senate & House of Representatives of the
Republie of Texas in Congress assembled--

Gent?

Your petitioner for and in behalf of James Robinson a free
negro boy respectfully shewith to your Honbl Bedy.

That the said negro boy James Robinson came to the country with
your pebitioner in the month of Harch 1835, *hat he joined the Army
with your petitioner (to whom he is bound by indenture until the
yeor 1844 ) during the campaign of San Jacinto; end when a passport
wag offered him to return to his home and friends, he refused it and
begzed permission to remaln and share the fate of those who met the
eneny & (all of which is shown by the accompanying voucher-~He did
remain, and your petitioner can avouch that he performed his duty
falthfully; and he now requeats this your pentitioamer that the bounty
paid to every other soldisr of the Army of San Jacinto mey also he
extended to hime~-The Service has been rendered, he now respectfully
asks the rewarde-

Apd in comclusion your Petitioner begs leave to say that while

thousands of our gitizens were retreating in panic and confusion %o
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the United States, this single minded negro boy, though unacknowledged
ag a patriot, and bound by no ties of interest; still rose superior

%0 every seolfish consideration, and bravely breasted the storm of Mexi-
ean invasion at the gloomiest houw of our fortunes--At that dark hour
when "Hope for a season bade the world farewell,” and evendespording
Liberty herself replumed her wing for a flight back to her native hom@w=

Your petitioner on behalf of James Robinson respectfully hopes
that as his color dld not prevent the aceeptance of his services in
the hour of your utmost need, it will not now debar the gayment of
his reward--And your Petitioner will ever pray &c &e,"

James Robinson before Wyly Martin, Chief Justice of Fort Bend
County, signed (by meking his mark) the affidavit that follows, ihis
affidavit and the petition of Major Handy are filed among the Mamore
ials and Petitions, Archives, Texas State Library:

"Republie of Texas County of Fort Send, This day, to wit, the
Tmty Sixth of 4pril in the Year One *yousand Zight Hundred and Thirty
Eight, personally came and appeared hefore me, Wyly Martin, Chief
Justice of the County of Fort dend, and ex officio a notarypublie of
the same; James Hobinson, a free negro boy, who being sclemuly sworn
the truth to speak; declares and says: That he came to this Republie
in the month of Maroh One ‘housand Eight Hundred and Fowty Four, and
that he has been in his service ever since.,--That during the Cane
paign of Highteen hundred and Thirty Six, he the said James accome

panied ¥r. Handy to the Army, and when a passport was tendered to him

by said kr. Handy to idomxkmapx return to his frieads in Fhiladelphia,
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he begged permission %o remain and share the fate of his master. That
when the Battle of éw Jaeinto was fought, he the aforesald James,

in obedience to the Orders of the Commander in Chief, remained with
others at the upper Encampment.-~That he the aforesald Jumes is till
in the smploy of his master,where he intends remalning at least the
yvear One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty Fowr. 4And that he the
afloresaid James Nobinson believes himself justly entitled to at

least the amount of Bounty Land given to others under the szame
eiroumstances,"”
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