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STERLING CLACK ROBERTSON
The following sketch of Major Sterling Clack Robertson was written
by Judge Z, T, Fulmore, whose wife was a granddaughter of Major Robert-
son, and was published in The History and Georgraphy of Texas as Told
in County Names:

Sterling O, Robertson was born in Nashville, Teinessee, Uctober 2,
1785, Teunessee at that time being a part of lorth Carolina, He was
the son of Elija Hobertson who accompanied Gen, James Robertson to the
present site of Nashville and founded that city, £Elija being associated
with him in the enterprise, Z£1ijah was a member of the General Assenm-
bly of Horth Carolina in 1798 and represented the political fortuges
of that portion of Tennessee up to its admission into the Union as
a separate state, being associated with Thomas Hardeman who was in
the same assembly and also a member of the Convestion of 1788 whiech
met at Hillsboro and the Convention of 1789, whieh met in Fayette-
ville, North Carolina, to deliberate upon the ratification of the
United States Constitution.

Sterling ¢, Robertson wae reared in Nashville with all the edue
eational advantages the embryp eity afforded, Upon the first call
for volunteers he enlisted in the volunteer army of the United States
and served against both the Indians and the British, and was finally
promoted to the rank of Major and served with that rank on the staff
of General Carroll at the battle of New Orleans, in January, 1815.

When Hexico achieved her independence from Spain his eye wasz

turned to Texas and in 1823, made an extemsive tour through the province
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and was charmed with the prospect and upon his return to Nashville,
determined to cast his fortunes with the country. In furtherance of
his plan he interested himself and others in organizing s company for
that purpose, After the Congress of the new Republic of Mexico had
given over the matter of colonization to the states, Robert Leltwich
was sent to MHexlieo to procure a contract to introduce 800 families,wee=

The date of the concession of Leftwich was April 15, 1825, and
was the first contr.ot made to colonize portions of Texas by the
State of Coabuila and Texas, For reasons which need not be explained,
the contract was made with Leftwich individually but it was in faeot
the Nashville Company's contract, and so recognized by Coahuila and
Texas, as will be seen in the description of Austin's third or Little
Colony, when it is called the YColony of the Nashville Company' in
1827,

Leftwich after securing the concession returned to Nashville where
his health began to decline and hs finally died., Robertson then %ook
charge of the company's affairs, reorganizing the work, establishing
his heudquarters for officers of the company at a place on the Brazos
near where the town of Marlin now stands, At the same time he settled
further down the Brazos and established a village which he called
*Nashville' on a high bluff on the right bénk of the river just above
the present crossing of the river by the Internatlomaldand Great Hore
thern Railway Company. This was to be the objective point of the
settlers who were to be distributed from there to such locations as

they chose to settle. It was made secure against the lndians and grew
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to be quite a village., About ten miles below this point and where
the 0ld San Antonio crossed the Bragos was another point called
"Tencehtitlan! (Tenoxtitlan)., A few miles above the village of Nash-
ville a river flowed into the Br azos which had been called by the
Spaniards San Andress, but the Spaniards had abandoned the old missions
on the San Gabriel and left that region about seventy-five years
previously the new settlers found 1t virtually without 2 name and
galled it "Little fiver', The protracted illness of lLeftwiech and the
delays occasioned by the readjustment of the business of the Hasghville
Company, Robertson heving in the meantime to assume full charge, de~
layed the introduction of immigrants so that no until 1829 did eny
settlers come into the colony., The orfginal contract of Lhe company
roquired the fulfillment of the contract within six years from its
date; in other words, the contract would expire April 14, 1831. In
eontemplation of this he secured a renswal of the contract and went
anetively to work in securing settlers in the colony.

in the meantime a new and most serious complieation arose in
the decree by the Mexican government for forbidding the introduction
of any more American settlers into Texas, At the time of the decree
Robertson was in the east organizing and equipping at his own expense
companies of settlers for his colony and in 1830 and after the d‘uto
of the decree, a long line of immigrants in charge of Alexander
Thomson reached the boundry of Texas and there learned for the first
time that they were forbidden by the decree to settle in Texas, It

was wholly impracticable to return to Tennessee or Lentucky. They
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had disposed of their homes and all their belonglngs and they concluded
to enter Texas and risk the cunsequences, many of them finding an
asylum in Austin's colony.

A8 Robertson had a valid contraet still in existence permmitting
him to introducé settlers, he toock the American view that the govern-
ment could not destroy his vested rights., Consequently he continued
the work of his enterprise,

At this point Mary Virginia Henderson 1st guoted:

An examination of the records shows that little was done by the
company before the passage of the Law of April 6, 1830, or before
the expiration of the term of the parties mentioned Hobertsen and
(Ben jamin R,) Foster during the yesars 1825, 1826, and 1827, but
each had returned without accowplishing its purpose,

In November, 1830, just a few months before the expiration of
the contract, Sterling C. Robertson and Alexander Thomson with
elght or nine families attempted to reach the territory of the lashe
ville Compsny, Since they did not possess the passports required
of 21l Americans? by the law of April 6, 1830, Colonel Piedras, the
military commander at Nacogdoches, refused to allow them to proceed
to the solony, But Colonel Piedras did grant permission to Robert-

gon and Thomson to go to Austin's Colony to attemd to some business,

The permissicn was granted on the conditlion that they leave the

1o “Mary Virginia Hm-ﬂm r Lnpresaric Contracts for tie
Eﬂ.&a&!&%‘% .gm..‘l' 34. published in The Southwestern
Jparterly, 19.

2+ Translation of Empresario Contraets, 237.
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twenty days, and then leave the Republie? After a few days Robertson
and Thomson returned one dark night, stole the familiee away and rushed
on to Austin's colony, When the Mexlcan authorities were awars of
what had happened, they issued orders to all military and civil
authorities in Texas to expell them from the nat lon.%

Again quoting Judge Fulmore:

In the meantime the decree of April 6, 1830 was repealed but now
arose anew diffioculty.

The Gongress of Coahuila and Texas having been informed of the
disobedience to the decres forbiiding the introduction of any more
settlers from the United States, the contraet of the lashville Company
wag ¢ancelled and the rezion embraced in his contract was given over
o Austin and Willlams February 25, 1831. It took over three years
for Robertson to have ‘this order annulled and the Nashville Company
restored which was done April 29, 1834, Desiring that settlers gi=
ready in his colony should not be left to thmolves. and to carry out
his contract at all hazards, he eontinued to introduce settlers but
on the 18th of May, 1835, it was restored to Austin and %Williams and
matters were in this situation when the Texas Hevolution broke out

in Oetober, 1835,

On November 27, 1835 the Consultation ordered all off the land
offices in Tgxas cloud.s Robert Peebles and C, O, Uyer were appointed

to elose the office of the Hobertson Colony. These men went to Viesea,

3. Piedras to Austin, November 12, 1830, Translation of Lmpresario
Contracts, 236,

4e Translation of Zmpresario Contracts, 237.

5« H, P, N, Gammel, Laws of Texas, I, 540=54l.
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the headquarter of the colony, and there presented in writing the
following order:
Viesca liogvr, 27th, 1835
To William 1 Steele
Sir
In compliance with an ordinance passed by the chosen Delegates
of all Texas in general convention assembled on the l4th, Inst. %o
take charge of all the archives belonging to the different land
offices in the Department of Brazos and deposit the same in safe
places secure from the ravages of fire or the devastation of enemles,
and dirseted to us as commissioners to carry the same into effeet,
we require of you forthwith to deliver over to us, all the books,
doguments, and papers, cocntained in the land offices now under your
charge at this place.
With due consideration we are
Respeotfully &e¢
Robt, Feebles
We certify the foregeing to be a ¢ ¢ Dyer
Copy of the original communication
to Vm H Steele
&obt Feebles C. C, Dyerb
Mr., 3teele handed them the following reply:
Commission of Colonization
for the Nashville Colony
(Nov, 27, 1830)

6. William C, Binkley (ed) Official Oorrespondence of the Texan
Revolution I, 149-150,
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To Hessrs Peebles & Dyer
Gentlm
I received your communication dated Viesea Novr 27, 1835, in which
you as the Commissioners of the Delegates of Texas in Counvention as-
sembled, require of me to deliver to you forthwith all the Books,
documents %¢ belounging to the Arehives of this colony now under my
charge, and in answer to which I must say that the authority under
which I now discharge the duty of Commissioner of this Colony is the
Colonization law and the Constitution of the state of Coahuila &
Texas and that of the General “overnment of Mexieo, that when the
People of Texas elected a consultation they delegated to them no power
whatever to Legislate, they were elected alone to advise the people
of thelr condition, and if possible to advise measures to sustain
the echstitution and laws, and not in any wise to trample upon the
Colenization law of the 24th Hareh 1825, and at this time to sustain
that law and the Constitution our Fellow Citizens are in arms, and in
eonclusion I am foreed to say that I cannot recognize in said con~ |
sultation or any person acting under thelr authority any right whate
ever Lo demand or receive of me the Apchives of this Colony under my
charge.
yrs verry Reepy
Wie Hy Gtoale 7

On Desenber 2, the General Council of the Provisional Government

ordered J, L, idood to arrest Mr, Steele and bring him before the uoumn.
3. Z*bia,

8. H. P. N. Gammel, Lavs of Texas, I, 947.
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The minutes of the General Gouneil of Deammber 17 show thats

Ur, Steele came before the Council and stated that the warrant
to arrest him had not been served upon him, but hearing that one had
been issued, he apprared for the purpose of explaining the ¢ircum-
gtances of hies refusal,

He stated that the citizens of Viesca did not consider that their
delegates were clothed with conventional powers, bui that they gener-
ally approved of the doings of the Convention, so far as they were
informed of them; that he lived at a great distance from the seat 5
Government from which communications were very uncertain., *hat as he
hed been informed of the provisions of the organic law, no such powers
were given as claimed by the commissioners, one of whom was a comai 8-
sioner for issulng titled under Austin and Williams, who claimed to
be empresarios of that colony. That the refusal was made through
misunderstonding, and in the moment of excitement, and not from any
disrespect %0 the Government or its authorities, With this explana-

tion he submitted himself to the Couneil.
On motion of Mr, Hoyall.

Resolved, that this couneil is satisfied with the explanation
made by Mr, Steel, that his refusal to d eliver up the archives of the

1and office under his charge, was made under a misunderstanding, and

not from any disrespest to the Govermment or its autnori.tias.'
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he had been since in July trying to induce oitizens there to emigrate
to Texas and settle in his colony, OUn his return he arrived at Vieseca
December 6 with fifteen families; other families having proceeded him
and still others on their way. On December 12 he petitioned the Iro-
visioﬁal Goverment to permit him to issue land titles to those with
whom he had contracted, In his petition he stated that when he left
Texas in July "all wae then favorable & pacific in the country, o:écopt
some local discontents, which he had no expectation would either in-

volve the country in war, or operate a change in Govt." 10

Again quoting Judge Fulmore:

The first clash of arms of the Texas Revolution on the Znd of
October, 1835 was at Yonzales, Texas, Robertson at this time was
busily engaged in the east, organizing and equipping settlers for his
colony. As soon as the news of & clash of arms reached him he hnaton:d
back to Texas and found that an eleetion was soon to take place for
delegates to a Comvention to meet on the Brazos, and he and his nephew,
Geo, G. Childress, were elscted delegates to represent the Munieipality
of Visesca, later known as Milam, He took his seat in that convention
participating in all the delibverations, until a day or two before
ad journment, when, hearing the news of the fall of the Almo, he hastendd
$0 his ecolony, had all the important land papers and other evidence
of title belonging to his colonists securely packed in a box, placed in
a eart drawn by a yoke of oxen, and entrusted the same to his son, then
only fourteen years old, with orders to take them beyond the limits
of T

16, William C, Binkley, Ufficlal Correspondence of the Texan
Revolution, I, 218.
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Ee then organized a company and proceeded with all dispateh to
join the srmy of Gen. Houston, then on its way to Sen Jacinte. Whether
he overtock licuston, in time to perticipate in that battle is not
eertainly known. His name does not appear in the offieial list pre-
pared by Gen, Houston's direetion, Un the other hand a donation eere
tifieate of six hundred and forty acres of land was issued to him for
partieipation in that battle before the issuance of which, strict
proff was required by law, “hen matters had settled down after the
battle many left the army by vermission to look for thelr fleeing
families who had left their homes upon the approach of Santa Smna's
amy and Robertson left to find his son, who had been sent with the
arohives of his colony to a place of safety, and after finding him
with the archives he returned, At the slection in that year he was
chosen Senator in the first Congress of the Republic from the Milam
District and served in that dbody until the expiration of his term
in 1839 and retired to devote his exclusive at.ﬁontion to his land mate
ters which we have already seen were in a most complicated condition

at the beginmning of the Revolution in 1835 ,<e=~

ia jor Robertson came %o Texas to make it his permanent home in
Kovember 1830, opening his headquarters near the falls of the Drazos
near the falls of the Bragos near the present town of Marlin, where
he laid out a town which he names Sarahville de Viesca, named after
his mother, Sareh, and Jose Maria Viesca, Governor of Coahuila and
Texas, He later laid out the town of Nashville, further down the Brazos,

the site of wiieh is in the present County of Milam, and which was
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named for Nashville, Tennessee,

Judge Fulmore, who married a granddaughter of Major Hobertson,
was somewhat confused regarding liajor Robertson's activities in 1835
and 1836, He was mistaken in saying that when lajor Robertson "hasbened
baeck to Texas" he found that an election was soon to take place for
delegates to the convention., As has been shown on als return he
reached his colony December 6, 1835, The elestion was held February 1,
1236, On that date he happened to be near the present town of
Wheelock, Robertson county, and he voted there at the home of James
Dunn, M+

This writer has been unsble to find reliable evidence to substan~
tiate Judge Fulmore's statement that Major Hobertson "organized a
company and procesded with all dispatch to join the army of Gen,
Houston,"

On January 17, 1836 Major Robertson recruited a company of
volunteers of which he was elscted Captein, The names of the sixty
four men who formed the company are listed on page 119 of the army
rolls in the General Land Office under the captden: "Muster Roll
of Capt, Robertson's Co, Rangers mustered into service on the 17tk
January, 1836, afterwards commanded by Capte Oalvin Boales," This
company disbanded, however, bafore the Spring unpalgn.m

At Washington, Texas on daprch 5, 1836 General Houston addressed
the following order to lgjor Hobertson:

11. Convention 1eotinn Ratu na, Arcmves. 'rexaa State mbrary.

12, "--and its organization (merely nominal) fell to pleces. It is
probable that the full company never met at all--George W. Tyler,

The History of Bell County, 28.
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herseby authorized to raise such nwmber of Troops as may be in your
power for the service of Texas for two years or during the present
war - -« in the event of a company or Regiment being raised the men
ghall have the power of electing thelr owa officers who will repert

their caamand to the Head (uarters of the Army of Texas without dolay.u

That he ii.d not "proceed forthwith" is evidenced by the ract that
on December 22, 1845 Bounty Certificate Mo, 10043 for 640 aeres of
land wes issued in his name, but delivered to his son, dus him for
having served in the ammy fram April 20 to September 20, 1836,

Judge Fulmore was mistaken when he stated that Major Hobertson
was issued a donation certificate for participation in the battle of
3an Jacinto, The General Land Office was cpened late in the year 1837
and Major Robertson died in 1842 without applylng for a donation cer-
tificate, His name is not on the army rolls in the Land Cffice among
those who were detailed to remain at Harrisburg but on May 1, 1846
Donation Certificate No. 7 for 640 mores of land was issued in Major
Rgbertson's name, due him "for having been detailed to guard the
encampment near Harrisburg April 21, 1836,22

The fellowing item regarding Major Robertson published in the
Nashville (Teonessee) Danner was republished in the Hichmend (Virginia)
Enguirer, June 12th, 1836:

EVENTS IN THE wEST AND SO0UTH TEXAS

¥e have fine go
13, Amelia #, Williams and Mlgun. C. Barker, (od- Zhe Writings of
m HM%E, ) 362,

l4. File 496 Milam Bounty, General Land Office.

15 File 494 Milam Donation,
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but we understand, that the two intelligent Commissioners, (Messrs.
Collingsworth and Grayson,) bave arrived at Ugshington City - have
held conferences with the President - and express the strongest as-
surances of the untimate and complete triumph of the Texian cause,
We have a few itemsz, however, which we lay before our readers under
this head:

(From the Hashville Bamner)

Extrut’ of a letter, from Colonel Sterling C. Hobertson of Texas,
to his friend at Nashville, dated May 26, 1836, st San Augustine,
Texas,

I am sent oa here, by the commanding general, to try and raise
some recruits for the army whieh is not on its mareh to San Antonioj
at whieh place there are scme fears, that the Mexican army, may make
another stand; although they have been ordersd by Santa “nna, to
mareh out of the country, to Monte del Rey in the State of Hova Leon.
The panic prevalent amoaf the citizens of Texas, was not %o be cou~
pared with that of the Mexican army, when they heard of the defeat
and capture of Santa Anna, Cos, Almonte, &g. I went in pursuit of
those who escaped from the fleld of battle, and those that were in the
rear of the reinforcement, commanded by Cos; and left as a guard for
his baggage. -~ They appeared to have been frightened nearly to death,
Dyery hundred yards on the road, for twenty miles they had thrown away
some of their plunder, and a whole mule load could have besn collec~
ted, frequently in the distance of a milef; and often the mule with

his pack ou his back, being run down, was left on the roadside. They



< N

‘ : SEUM
SAN JACINTO MEMORIAL MUSEU
SAN JACINTO MONUMENT, TEXAS

Co

left the main road, and went through the prairie; and travelled all
night, to enable them to reach the Brazos; where the division of
Jezema lay, or was crossing the river, at a place called Tort Beandj
about forty miles below San Felipe,

I there jolned a detachment of mounted men and went on a ree
gonnoitering trip, in pursult of Begema, and Filasola, on their
rotreal out of the country, Frum overy appearance presented, by
scattered baggage, muskets thrown away, and mules left bogged in the
mud, the panic appeared even greater, than among the fugitives from
the field of battle. They left fifty mules and fourteen baggage
wagons, in the mud in the distaunce of tem miles, buried one piece of
caonon and threw al least one thousand stand of arms in the river San
Bernard, ‘“hen the advance of the detachment came up with them, they
sald they were getting out of the country as fast as they coculd; and
would obey the orders of Santa Anna, and go on to Monte Del Hay, by
the way of San Antonic - We gould have taken at least 1000 m of
them, with all of their mules, and baggage and cannon, if we had been
allowed to do so, but as a treat was on hand we were ordered not to
molest thems If I had had the command, I would have endeavoured to
have miscontrued my orders, and at least taken thelr cmnnon and arms
from them, They had ten pieges of cannon - six pounders; and an
lmmense quantity of plunder, whisch they had teken from the houses of
the citizena of Texas, after they had left them, (ur men were all

anxious for the ocontest; flushed with vietory, and full of resent-

MFEI]

L w

ment agalnst the Mexicans., Oa the other hand, the officers and soldiers,

tD R
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were nearly frightened to death; and would have surrendered, in one
moment, and I think without the firing of & gun, I have no doubt,
General Rusk regrets, that it was not done, as nothing has been done
with regard to the treaty; and he is now on his march after them
to San Antonio; at which place I expect we shall have them to fight,
unless we oan show a respectable army, If we do, { think they will
agknowledge our independence, Two expresses, in the last two days,
have gone on from General Gaines, to the headquarters of the Texian
and Mexican armies, “ome think he offers mediation of the United
States b etween the parties, and others, that the United States have
bought the country.

Yours respeetfully,

STERLING C. ROBERTGON,"

The records in Jpanish Apchives in the General lLand Office show
that between January 5 and July 2, 1835 ¥gjor Hobertson received title
to a total of thirty four lesgues and one labor of land from the
Hexlcan government,

Ma Jor Robertson was a member of the senate of the First and
Second Congresses of the Republie, representing the district of Milam
county, iHe died in Robertson county, Mareh 4, 1842, and was buried
across the Brazos River in Milam county in the cemetery at Hashville.
His remains were removed by the State of Texas and on January 28, 1935,
reinterred in the State Cemetery at Austin where a monument was erected

at his naw grave,

The Act of the legislature creating Robertson county, Texas, De-
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camber 14, 1837 failed to state for whom it was nnmaé.?.‘é Rev, Thrall
in 1879, said it was named forSterling €, Rabortwn%’?

General Z14jah Sterling “Ylack Robertson, son of Major Robertson
and Frances King was born in Giles County, Tennessee, August 23, 1820,
He ﬁas married July 29, 1846 in Robertson county by l. Reed, Probate
Juage to Hliza Hamer Hobertson, who was born Des ember 15, 1824 in
Davidson County, Teunessee and died March 25, 1852 at Austia, Texas,
By the union the following children were born: Sterling, born August 7,
1847 in Robertson County and died August 26, 1847; Sterling Clack,
born April 20, 1849 in Austin and died January 2, 1915 in San Antomio
and was buried in Salado; and Lliza Medore Susan Robsrtson, born in
Ausbin, Texas, December 29, 1051 and died iugust 10, 1858 at Salado.

General Roborteon was married November 8, 1852 at Austin by
Rev, B, J, Smith to Mary Elizabeth Dickey, who was bora September 22,
1834 at Paris, Heury County, Tennessee, and died Decmmber 11, 1882,
¥Mr, Robertson died Octobver 8, 1879, The two are buried in marked
graves in the Robertson family cemetery in Salado, Texas,

Children of &, 5, C, and Mury E, (Dickey) Robertson were Hundolph,
who married Mrs, Mary Huckabee (Cochrane); Lauella, who married
Zachary Taylor Fulmore; MHuling Parker, who married Hary Gatlin Cookej
Marion, who married Lola Mary Tayler; Maclin, who married “lice
Johnson Woods; Mary Sterling, who married Hichard Henry Harrison;
Eliza Sophia, who married Cone Johnsom; Imogene, wio married James

Archibald Gamel; Lela ¥,, who married Bugene Floyd Ikard; and Celete

Teresa Robertson, who married James Vi, Duz
0s He Po N, Gammel, Laws of Iexas, I, 1398.

17, Homes 5, Thrall, A Pistorial History of Texas, 691
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lrs, Lela 5, Hobertson, only surviving child of General Robertson,
wad in Nareh, 1940 residing at 4822 Swiss Avenue, Dallas,

“ome of the surviving grandchildren of Gensral Kobertson in 1940
were hestbrook Robertson, 116 Iast Courtland Place, San Astomio; Iran
Randelpn Robertson, 1742 West Gpammercy Place, oan Antonio; Huling
P, Robertson, 3821 Potomae Avenue, Dallas; Maclin Robertson, Salado;
Elijah 5, C, Robertson, Salado; Gordon Robertson, 4149 Prescott
Street, Dallas; Mkrs, Thomas Shelton Sutherland, Austing Mrs, Dallas
Duncan lelean, Selton; Mrs, Birdie “4lice Howell, 1600 Concress
Avenue, Austing Mps. James M, iiest, 2106 Crawford Street, Houston;
Hirs, W, &, Harlee, 1753 Lamont Avohno, Vashington, D, C,; Sterling

Fulmore, Austin,
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