WELLS, LYSANDER - Born in Middleton, Connecticut, the son of
Lysander and Clarissa Wells. In one of the files in the General Land
Office, Austin, in which records pretaining to the land of Colonel
Wells are kept there is a letter dated September 9, 1853 from "Clarissa
Wells, late of Middleton, Conn, but now.of Glastenburg, Hartford County,
widow of Lysander Vells, Sr. and mother of Lysander Wells," Her daugh-
ters were Adelia Ann Miller, widow of Edwin Miller and Adaliné Louisge
Franklin, wife of Henry Fpanklin of Columbia, Tolland County, Gonneeti-
cut, They named J, W, lLawrence of Austin as their attorney to secure
for them any land due Lysander Wells from the State of Texas,

In a letter written December 22, 1933 by the postmaster of Glas-
tenbury, Connectitut to the compiler he stated that Mrs, Clarissa
Wells was born in Middleton, Connecticut in 1793 and died &t Glasten-
bury, April 15, 1866 of Heart disease.

Mr, Wells enlisted in Captain Sidney Sherman's Company in Kentucky,
December 18, 1835. Some original personal letters written to Mr. Wells
are to be found in the Houston Publie Library. One of these, dated
February 29, 1836 at Nacogdoches, Texas, from Captain Sherman to "En-
sign" Wells at Natchitoches, Louisiana, who had remained behind for
some reason, informed him that Sherman's men haé on the day previous
taken up the line of march and Sherman was to follow them March lst,
"Codonel Rusk", Captain Sherman "has written to Capt, Neill to make
arrangements to send you on, and arriving here report to Colonel Rusk,
and he will make every arrangement to forward you on. I hope you

will join me soon,”
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In Serwice Record No. 7497 it is certified that Mr, Wells served
as Second Lieutenant in the Texas Army from December 1€, 1835 to
January 25, 1836. At the reorganization of the army, he was elected
Major of the Second Regiment, the rank he held at San Jacinto. He
wae issued Bounty Certifieate No., 7095 for 1280 acres of land Janue
ary 30, 1839 for having served in the army from December 18, 1835
to January 30, 1839. This he sold to Samuel A, Maverick at San An-
tonio., On June 7, 1838 he was issued Uonstion Certificate No., 308
for 640 acres of land for having partieipated in the battle of San
Jacinto.

On May 10, 1837, President Houston nominated liejor Wells to the
Senate as Lieutenant Colonel of a regiment of cavalry of which Henry
W. Karnes was Colonel and the Senate confirmed the appolhtment May 22nd.
On November 13, 1838 he was appointed Colonel by President Houston.

Colonel Wells participated in the "Council House Fight" in San
Antonio, Harch 19, 1840. The Indians not killed in the engagement
were pursued by the Texans and all were elther captured or killed. lMrs,
Mary A, Maverick, in her published memories, page 33, writed of a
daring act of Colonel Wells,

"Gaptain Lysender Wells, about this time, passed by riding north
on Soledad Street. He was elegantly dressed and mounted on a gally
caparisoned Mexican horse with silver mounted saddle and bridle -
which outfir he had secured to take back to his native state, on a
visit to his mother, As he reached the Verimendi House, an Indian

had escaped detection, spring up behind him, clasped Wells' arm in



his and tried to cateh hold of the bridle reins, Wells was fearless
and active, <hey struggled for some time, bent back and forward,
swayed from side to side, till at last Wells held the Indian's wrists
with his left hand, drew his pistol from the holster, Partly truned,
and fired into the Indian's body - a moment more and the Indien rolled
off and dropped dead to the ground," Mrs, Maverick was a witness to

t+he encounter,

Cologel Wells and Captain William D, Redd, fought a duel at San ]\(Uﬁ{‘t"” éii‘
Antonio, May 9, 1840. Captain Redd was killed instantly and Colonel ff‘} 7 n "'.{ i
Wells died twenty days later from the wound he hsd received, For a I f‘ :’:Ke%ieﬂ
detailed account of the duel read the sketeh of Captain Redd in this ﬁe‘f‘fﬂﬁ._i-- | P
volume. These two San Jacinto Veterans sleep in unknown graves near «r(ﬁ-?-f_ “{mm

‘h[(: - E;‘("""?};

Milam Square in Sen Anbonio, where there was once a cemetery.

iote: Colonel Wells was issued Headright Certificate No. 41 for one-
third of a league of land by tie Bexar County Board of Land Commissioners
in 1838. 1In the certificate it is merely stated that he arrived in

Texas before March 2, 1836,
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