SMITH, JOHN No Qs == Born in 1815 in Massachusetts (7). The
campiler does not know when he arrvived in Texas, A headright certifi-
gate was issued to Jghn “mith by the Board of Land Commissioners for
Harrisburg County for one-third of a league of land, April 12, 1838,
The certificate was lost and a duplicate was issusd September 25, 1845.
In it 1% is not stated when Mr, Smith came to Texas.

Hr, Smith was Sergeant Major on the staff of the command at San
Jaeinto, He m-atyod bounty certificate Ho., 147 for 320 acres of land
for serving in ths army from February 1 to llay 1, 1836, San Jucinte
Donation Certificat: lo, 100 was issued to him Meych 17, 1848, This
he sold to J, H, Herndon April 18, 1848, while living in Houston,

He was alected captain of a company in the Somervell “xpedition in
1842 bub ade to illness remained at the camp at Gonzales,

The following account of Oaptain Smith's death appou'qd in the

Telegraph and Texas Register, louaton, May 16, 18513
DIED

In this ity on the 5th inst., Capt, J, N, O, Smith, aged 36
years, after a lingering illness of twenty months, lis disease was
gonsumption, OCapt, Smith was a soldier in the army of San Jacinto
and gerved with oredit through the whole of the Revolutionary War,

He vas ’a Representative from Harris County in the first Leglslature
of the State, and President of the first Typographical Auo‘ht;on
of Texas, le has left many warm and long cherished friends and rela-
tives to mourn his ioss. DBostpon papers please Cody.
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Note: married to Margaret Farrell April 21, 1842 by Rev. H, Reeds



In Dr, Anson Jones "Republic of Texas,” pages 228«229 is a lebtter
from Dy, Jones in Yashington, Texas to Mr, John N, O, Smith and Ny,

‘Smith's veply. Dr, Jones hed heard that Mr, Smith proposed to publish

a newspaper in Houston and in writing to him he suggested as a name
‘for the new publication “Commercial Gpzette"” or "Commercial Advertiser.”
Mr, Smith on July 17, 1843 replied:

Dear Sir,~ I have to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of
the 9th inst,, and at the same time to return you my thanks for the
oblj.sing expressions and good wishes which it contains. Believe ms,
Sir, when I oay that in the discharge of the duties 1 have assumed,
I ghall ever by governed by a sincere desire to promote the interests
and welfare of our country to the utmost of my humble ability. You
will perceive by our prospectus, seversl ef which I have forwarded to
Dr, (D, Co) Gilmore, that we have adopted the title "The Citizen”,
Hed I received your suggestion a few days earlier, I should undoubte
edly have adopted some of the titles you recommended; and I now
somewhat regref that I did not make a sslection more aproposto a
comnereial eomamnity like ours, although, on the whole, I consider
it of but little importance, Our prospedts are sufficiently encourage
ing, if not to say flattering; and I anticipate that by the fall we
shall have a very considersble circulation - of the weekly paper pare
tisular}y, which, you will perceive, we propose to publish at an une
usually low rate, for papers of the size of Texas,

The first number of our city paper will be published on Vednesday,
I found the office, on taking possession, in a most miserable condition,
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and in order to get everyt ing fairly to rights, 1 shall not be
able to give ag close attention to the paper for the first two or
three weeks as L desire; so, of sourse, all ecntributions of a
proper character will be at all times welcome, and doubly so at
present.

Respectfully your obedient servant,

Jnoe He O Smith

Hon. Anson Jones,



SMITH, JOI N, Os == A gharter member of the first Independent
Order of 044 Fellows lodge of Texas, organized at Houston, July 25,
1838,
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