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HORTON, ALEXANDER (Sandy)s. Born in North Carolina April 10, 1810,
son of Julius and Sussnnah (Purnell) Horton, His parents moved to
Louisiana early in the year 1818 and there his father died in May of
that year, survived by his widow and nine children, Hps, Horton and
farmily moved to Ayish Bayou (Sen Augustine), Texas, in Jamuary, 1824,

In 1827 when the "Fredonian War” began in Hast Texas, My, Horton
had intended to be neutral, Haden Zdwards, however, according to Mpr,
Horton, issued a proclamastion in which he warned all of the settlers
that 4f they 4id not join forces with him, they would be drivel out
of the sounty and their property confiscated, Horton and a few of
the the settlers who had not fled across the Sabine then joined Stee
phen Prater and about ahundred Indians under him and marched sgainst
the Fredonian garrison, 7The Fpedonians surrendered without a show of
resistanse and the "war® ended.

Hext lir, Horton served under John ¥, Bulloeck against the Mexican
garrison commanded by Colonel Jose de las Pledras in 1832, In 1835
he was sent as a delegate to the Consultation from San Augustine
Hunieipality. In an unofficial eapacity he attended the Conastitutional
Convention at Washingbtoneon-the-Srazos in 1836, While there he was
appointed an aide-de-came on the staff of General louston with rank
of major. He said that he left Washington with General louston,
George %. Hockley, Richardson Seurry and one other man on lMarch 6th
for Gongales,

On April 9, 1839, dajor Horton received Pon tion Certificate Ho.
850 for 640 aores of land for having participated in the battle of
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Saen Jacinto, In Sgrvice Rocord No, 489 it is certified that he had
gerved in the army from November 18, 1835, to Janwary 30, 1837. He
recoived Bounty Certificate No. 934 December 15, 1837, for his services
from lovember 18, 1835, to September 20, 1836, He received one~fourth
of a league of land in de Zavala '& ocolony and on Margh 22, 1838, was
issued a Headright Certificate for three-fourths of a lesgue and one
labor of land by the “an Augustine County Board of Land Commissioners,

of which he was president,
President louston appointed Major Horton #0 the rank of Lieuten=
ant Colonel of a regiment of MHounted Gunmen raised for the defanse
of the frontier, the semate confirming May 31, 1837, In 1838 he was
appointed Collector of Customs for the District of San Augustine.
During the "war" in Fast Texas in Colonel Horton was Presie
dent Houston's messenger to the Regulators and Moderators. He was
at one time Mayor of San Augustine and at another a member of the
State Legislature fram San Augustine County, 15th legislature in 1876.
Colonel Horton was married to drs, “lizebeth lLattin, widow of
Adolph N, Lattin, on January 23, 1837. %o this union were bora the
following ehildren: ©Sam Houston iHorton, born December 2, 1837, and
died after the year 1891; Z%liza Horton, born Mareh 15, 1841, and
died July 2, 1853; and Mary Horton, born Sgptember 15, 1844, and
died December 4, 1844 lirs, Horton was bora at “ort Gibson, ¥issis~
sippi, April 20, 1808, and aied at San Augustine, Texas, July 30, 1846.
Golonel Horton was married on December 30, 1847, to Mary Hurrell,
who was born in Mississippi, September 6, ___, and died at San
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Augustine, Texas, August 29, 1923, Colonel Horton died »
1893, while a member of the Texas Veterans Assoelation, In 1829 a
joint monument was erected at the graves of Colonel and iirs, Horton
by the State of Texas,

Chilaren of Colonel Alexander Horton and %ary Harrell Horton
were (1) Wade W. (2) Elizabeth, (3) Susan, (4) Lavina, and (5) Hmma,
(6) Alexander, and (7) Mary Horton, all of whom are dead except Haryy
Mrs, Jeo Ve Richey.

(1) Wade W_____ Horton was never married,

(2) Zlizabeth Horton was married to J. H, Sheffield, Their
children were Alexander, ‘aul, %Walter, ¥illie, Alemial and Vgde
Sheffield,

(3) Susan Horton was married to J. H, MeClanahan, Their children
were Willlie, Ida, Vgde and Charles lMoUlanahan,

(4) Lavina Horton was married to ial Neal, lir, and Mrs, Heal
are dead, OChildren of Mr, and Mrs, Yeal were Maud and Mary Heal,

(5) Emma Horton was married to Tom O, Murphy. Their children
were Alexander, Clyde, Houston (deceased) and lary Murphy,

(6) Alexander Horton was never married,

(7) Mary Horton was married to J, i, Richey. lr, and épg,
Richey reside in San Augustine, OChildren of Mr, and lirs, Richey were
Zunice, Yary Lee, Ben Ae, Yalter and larrell O, Richey.

A sketeh of Colonel Horton's life, written by himself October 18,
1891, was published in Volume 14 of the wuarterly of the Texas
Historical Association
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Eunies Richey was married to Tom Roberts, Jr,
Mary Lee Richey was married to ilarold Smith,
Walter Richey was married to ,lenehe Poli.
all of San Augustine, Tex,
Ben A, lichey was married to Virginia Henderson, lir, and lirs,
Risehey reside at 2214 Kane Street, Houston,
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Col, Alexander Horton, Died at his recidence near the town of
San Augustine, Texas, Junuary 11, 1894, H e was born in Halifax County
North Carolina, April 18, 1810, Hic father's name was Julius Horton
and his mother's name was Susannah Purnell. Hig father moved to the
State of louisiana in 1818 and there died in the month of Hay, 1818,
leaving the mother of Col, Horton a widow with nine helpless children,
His mother moved to San Augustine, Texas, in 1824, finding the colony
almost uninhabited, He came without father, money or fiiends, At one
time all the citizens of the County Teft and flsd to the United States
except Edward Teel and A. Horton, The Coumty was again abandoned, but
Gole Horton was then in the ammy acting adde 4' camp to General Houston,

He wan with Texas from 1824 up to the time of his death, He
gserved in all her wars, beginning with the Freédonian war, 1827 in
the war between Santa /nna and Bustimento, 18323 4in the war of 1835
and 36; Santa Auna and the Republic of Texas, and in the war of 1839
against the Oherokees. He was sherlff of San Augustine 4 years, and
was president of the bourd of lund Commissioners in 1833, OCustom iouse
collestor, 1839; was mayor of Ban Augustine, He was a member of the
consultation in 1835, served one term in the Legislature, There never
was a eall from Tgzas for help in the hour of danger, without his being
there to render all of the ussistance in his power,

North Carclina has always been proud of the valor of her sons,
though that valor be displayed upon the soil of distant lands,

Will not North Carolinians in Texas rise up and do honor to the
name of the sleeping hero? And will not all citizens of Texas, who
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are enjoying the liberty and prosperity, for which he struggled so
hard and 80 bravely, unite in erecting a monument to his memory worthy

of his name,

His second wife was MNapry B, Harrell., Born in Migsissippl
September 6, 1836; married to Alexander Horton December 30,
Horton's sister married Col, James %, Bullock,

Hoe 501 for 320 acres, Jan. 30, 1849
Duration of war, 1824
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HORTON, ALEXAMDER « The following was wmritten by Colonel Horton
at San Augustine, Texas, Yetober 18, 1891:

"I was born in the Sgate of North Carolina 18th day of April,
1810, My father's name was Julius Horton, my mother's name was
Susannah Purnell. Uy father moved 40 ths Sgate of Louisi:=na in 1818,
He died in the months of May, 1818, leaving my mother with nine help-
less children, Maney, Elizabeth, Sarah, Symiel, Sandy or Alexzander,
Hartha, Wade, fenry, Susan, Iy mother moved to Texas first part of
January 1624 ond settled in San Augustine, then called Ayish Bayous
found the country almost uninhebited. There were but few people then
living in the county. I found James Unpines keeping a ferry on the
Sabine river. The next house was Maximilian's, At the Polygoeh,
Haeon G, Gole, The next settler, Hrian Doughtery, living at the
Place whereblisha Roberts formerly lived. The next place was Hathan

Davis living at the crossing of the Ayish Bayou, The next place
oceupled was where ¥illiam Blount now resides, but tShe houses were
east of the houses where iy, Blount now resides. At that place livd
John A, Williems, From there there was no ome living until you came
to the place where lilton Garret lived, There a man named Fulcher
lived, and at or nsar the Attoyae lived Thomas Spencer., That was
about the number of inhabitants living in this county first Jany,
1824, But the county from this date hegan to make rapid improvements
end all things wiemed properous, <mong the early settlers of this
county were some of the noblest men to be found in any county..They

{wers) generous, kind, honest and brave I will here give the names
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of many of thems & will begin with Dgvid and 4sasc Renfro, Hlisha
Roberts, Donald McConald, John Cartwright, #illis Murphy, Phillip A,
Bublett, John Chumly, Nathan Dgvid, Ubadiah lendrick, John Bodine,
John Lout, Bailey Anderson, Benjamin Thomas, Wiley ‘homas, Shedrack
Thomas, Thomas Cartwright, lesac iindsey, John G, Love, larthaiewis
and femily, George Jones, Achilles Johmson, Zlias X, David, Theodore
Dorset, John Dorset, Banjamin Lindsey, Stephen Prater, Wyatt Hanksj
James and Horatio Hanks, Solomon Miller, Hiram Brown, William Lace
(Lacey), George Tell, HZdward Tell, John Sprowl, James Bridges, loes
Bridges, Feter Ualloway, John HeGinnis, These were the most earliest
gottlers of Sast Texas, In 1825 the people began to make rapid
improvement, opening large farms and building cotton gins, This

year Elisha Roberts, John A, Williams and John Sprowl each erected
cotton gins on the main road for at that time there was no one live
ing either north or scuth of the old King's Highway, In the year
1824 William Guirk built a mill on the Ayish Bayou just above where
flanks M1ll now stands, All things went on harmoniocus for several years,
the country filling up rapidlyl The first trouble we had commenced
1827, This was what was called the Fredonian war. This grew out of
a quarrel between the “exican oitizens of Hacogdoches and Col. Hayden
Edwards, Col. Edwards had obtained from the Mexican Govermment the
right to colonize the country south of the road leading from Nacoge
doches to the Sabine river, and had settled in the town of Nacogdoches
with his family, but = dispute soon arose between him and the Mexlie

%an Citizens in regard to their land matters. These things were
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referred to the Hexican authorities who at once decided in favor of
the Mexican ai.ﬂma, and at once toock from Edwards his colonial

grant and gave the eolony to ./ntonio de Lavalla, This aet aroused
Edwards to desperation and he at once yrogsedsd to the United States
and raised a large fores of volunteers, marched upon Nacogdoches, and
after a short engagement took the town, killing one Mexican and wounde
ing several., They then raised what they cnlled the Fredonian flag,
and established the Fredonian Governpent. Iie then called upon the
citizens of Ayish, Sgbine, and Tenahs or Sheby to join, This they
refused to dog not scelng any cause for a war with Mexico, This
egain roused Hdwards to desperation and he at once issued a proclama=
tion, giving the mitizens a given time to join him, stating thatall
that d4id not join by a given time was to be driven out of the countyy,
and their property was to be eonfiscated. In furtherance of this he
set down to this county about 100 men stationed on the road abouttwo
miles east of the AyishBayou., This threat backed by such forse en-
tirely broke up the county. ISvery citizen of this county except
Egward Tell and myself fled across the Sgbine. It did seem as if all
was lost bubt at last the comforter came. The evening boefore the Free
donians were to carry out thelr threat to my great joy and swrprise
who should ride up to my mother?!s but my old and well tried friend
Stephen “rater. A braver nor no honester man ever lived in any ccaudy,.
He had with him about 75 or 100 Indian warriors all painted and ready
to execute any order glven them by Prater, Yhen he rode up to mwy

nother's house he called to me and sald: "Not run away yet®™ I told
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him I had not left nor did not intend to leave., IHe then sald: "Are
you willing to join us and fight for your country?' I told hinm I
wes, Then said he "Saddle your horse and follow me, for I intend to
take that Gredonian garrison in the morning or die in the attempt.?

I ab once saddled my horse, shouldered my rifle and fell into line,
Stephen Prater had only elght white men with him, The rest of the
citizens had gone over Ssbine for protection from the government of
the United States, + well remamber all of them he had with him,
James Bridges Sr,, James Bridges Jr., Rosa Bridges, Yeter Galloway
and John MeGinnis, his two sons Stephen andi Froeman, and 4, Horton,
He mapched that evening up in about 400 years of the Fredonlan fort,
digmounted hisz men and at daylight in the morning marched them up
near thess fortifieations, andafter telling them the place would he
taken by storm, but not to fire or kill any one without we were fired
on, the order was given for a charge., When the word was given to
charge the *ndians raised a war whoop and it wes terrible. The Fre-
donians threw down their arms and begged for guarters which was granted
at once, They were all disarmed and put under guard. As next day
was the d.y the troops was to come down to corry out thelr threat of
confiseation, as fast ae they arrived they were arrested and put under
guard, Ho in the course of a few hours we had them all under guard.
When the news reached Hacogdoches Col, idwards and the balance of the
party fled to the United States, crossing the Sgbine river at Richard
Haley Crossing in Shelby County: and this was the last of the Fredone

ion war. 7This is a true and ~orrect statement; Tho meny things may
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have been left or forgotten what is states is true and correct.
All things after this went on smoothly. The Mexican Govermment
was highly pleased with the part taken by the “mericans, znd at once

appointed officers to extend landtitles to the colonists, the ecountry

rapidly fi11ing up with settlers.

In 1832 a eivil war broke ocut in Mexico, President Bustamente
declaring a favor of a monarchial form of goverament, and Generusl
Santa Anna in favor of the Constitution of 1824, %he “mericans every-
where in Texas took up arms in favor of Santa inma, At that time there
was a rogiment of lexlcan soldiers stationed at Macogdoches under the
cormand of Col, iedras, who declared in favor of the central govern-
mentes The people of Fastern Texas deelared in favor of the Constitue-
tion of 1324, %he people at onse flew to arms and elected John ',
Bullook commander in chief, James W, Bullock was & well tried soldier,
had served under the immortsl Jackson in Indfan wars and was vith him
at the battle of lew Urleans. The Texans marchsd for = the towm of
Nacogdoches the last of July 1832, and on the second day of jugust
formed themselves in regular order of battle and dsmanded the surren-
der of the place or the raising of the Senta /nna flag, both of whieh
Gole Pliedras refused to do, sending work that he w:s well prepared
and ready to receive us, About ten o'elock on the “nd day of August
the battle began, the Mexicans meeting us at the entrance of the town.
A furious fight commenced which lasted all day, the Anericans driving
them from house to house ugtil they resched the stone hours, There

they made u desperate stand but was again driven from there to the



F v COMPILED BY,
Ii” ‘ Lg Y_‘_! KEMP

main fortitdcation, which they called the quartell, This ended the
fighting of the 2nd of August, August 34 the Americans was well pre-
pared to commence the fight but to their surprise they found that

the Hexicans had that night abandoned the town and had ret-eates to
the west. A call ab once was made for volunteers to follow them, 17
men at once volunteered to go after them; attacked them at the oross-
ing of the Angelinm, and afber a considerable fight in which the lexie-
enas loat their great cavalry officer Muscus (Musquiz), who was killed
in the fight, the Mexicans took possession of John Durst's houses,

The Amerieans then withdrew and took a strong position on the road
west of the river, intending to ambuscade and fight the lexicans to
the Brazos, but after waiting until late in the day returned to see
what the Mexicuns was doing. To our surprise on arriving near the
house we saw a white flag floating from Durst's chimney. Ye approached
the place with caution for we had only seventeen men and FPledrms had
an entire regiment. DBut we approached ms near as we thought prudent
and Pliedras had his officers come out and surrender themselves prison-
ors of war, Ve then was at a loss to know what to do with so many
prisoners 80 we hit upon the following plan: s0 it was agreed upon
that Col, Pledras and his officers should be taken back to Nacogloches,
and that the soldiers should remain where they were until further ore-
ders., On arriving at Hacogdoches with our prisoners a treaty was made
by way of New Urleans pledging himself not to take up army any more
during the war unfless fairly exchanged; and this was the end of the

war of 1832, The names of the seventeen men I have forgot some of
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them but remember some of them, I will begin with James Carter, Hiram
Brown, John Hoilin, William Lloyd, Jack Thompson, CGeorge Lewis,
Horatioc Hanks, James Bradshaw, A. Lorton, George Jones; the other
names 1 have forgotten.

When I arrived in Texas in 1824 I found (4t) so sparsely settled
that there was no yegulations in any legal form, AS we had no knowe
ledge of ths Hexicen laws we were & law unto ourselves, But ss the
country beovams more thickly settled it became manifest that there mast
be some rule to oollect debts and punish crimes., The people agreed
to olect a man whom they called an Alcalde and a Sheriff to execute
his ordera. The Alealde's power extendsd to all cases ¢ivil and
oriminal without any regard to the amount in controverasy. Hurder,
thefts, and all other cases came under his jurisdiction except di-
vorces, and as the old Texas men and women were always true and loyal
to each other, divocre cases was never heard of, The Alealde had the
powey in all cases to call to his assistance twelve good and lawful
eitizens to his aid when he deemed it necessary or the parties re-
quired it, and the declsion of the Alealde and 12 men was final from
which no appeal could be taken, and theyre was as much justice done
then as there is now and not half so much grumbling, The first Ale
calde was Baily Anderson, the next was John Sprowl, In 1830 Jacob
Garrett was Alcalde, 1831 Liisha Roberts, 1832 Benjamin Lindsey, 1833
%illiom MeFarland, in 1834 Charles Tyylor was Algalde, & served as
Sheriff under Roberts, Lindsey, Hefarland and Taylor, but the year of
thirty five called me to the tented field in defence of my country.
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The ysar 1835 brought about a new order of things, After the
people had fought for Santa Amna in 1832, looking on his as the
Washington of ths day, (in) 1835 he turns traitor to the republican
party and declared himseld Dictator or Imperor. IHe soon overrun all
the Herican states exoept Yexas, who t-ue to the prineiples of 1976
refused to submit to his tyranniocal form of government, snd this
brought on the war with Hexico. The people held political mectings
evarywhere in Texas and resolved to resist the tyrant at all hagards,
A Gonsultation was called to meet at San Felipe de Austin to determine
what was best, In the mean time the people of Texas had flew to arms;
had taken Goliad and Jan Antonio, and driven the “exicans out of Texe
as, Hhen the Consultation met they at once closed the land office in
Texas, suspended the laws in all civil cases, and elected Sam fouston
“ommander in chief of the armies of Texas, iouston repaired to the |
arny but Travie and Fannin refused to give up the command to Houston.
He returned home much mortified and the disbbediance of orders let
1;(; all the great desertion of our armies, Had Fannin and Travis have
turned over the command to Houston that fine army would bave been
saved, but Houston had %o return and walt until the meeting of the
Convention in liar, 1836 before he could get the cvmmand, and it was
too late, On the assembling of the Convention among the earliest aects
was to elect Houston Commander in chief, for at that time Travis's
letters were coming every day; calling for troops, saying that the
Mexican army was advancing rapidly on him in great force, but he would
hold the post till the last and would never surrender. Houston arrived
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at Gonzales about 11th of Harch with only Sour men: Col. fHoekly,
Hichardson Seurry, A. Horton and one other man, ithen he resched
Gonzales he found the glorious Zdward Burleson there with about 400
four hundred men, who had started to reinforee Travis, but on reach-
ing there found that Santa Anna with a powerful army had got therd
before him snd surrounded the Alamo with a force estimated at from
8000 to 10000 thousand men, On Houston's arrival Sdward Burleson

at once turned over the command to him, and was at once was elected
colonel of the first regiment. The great anxiety waa the fort of

the Alemo., The sples came in that morning (and) sied that San
Antonio was surrounded by a powerful force so they could not approach
near eacugh to see what wes the fate of it, but grestly feared that
the tomn nad fallen as all firing hed ceased, Soon after Hps, Dicler
son arrived with her infant daughter and that every one hadbsen killed
except herself and child and the negro man, that Santa “nna with his
whole army was not five miles off for she left them st disner and had
come with a proclamation from Santa Anna offering & pardon to all that
would lay down arms and submit to the government, but certain death
to all that was found under arms, This proclamation Houston read to
the men and then stamped it under his feet and ghouted, '"Death to
Ssnta Anna, and down with despotimme! All the men joined in the
shout. But there was not time to be lost as the enemy was at the door.
After a Couneil of war it was decided that the troops must fall back
at once. Urders was given for the women and ohildren to retrest as

fast as possible assuring them thattroops would cover their retreat
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and defend them as long es a man was left allve, The retreat was
comuenced about midnight, the troops following them, Houston re-
treated to the Colorado, sending word to Fannin to blow up Goliad
and join him there, but he refused to do so and paid no regard to
Houston's order. Houston remained there many days expecting that
Fannin would come to his msaistance, but that he falled orrefused %o
d0o. Vhile waiting there Houston's army was stronger than it ever
was afterwards. While walting for Famnin and expeeting him every L
house, to his great supprise, Carl, a man will skilled in the Hoxi-
gan affeirs, came to camp and brought the dreadful news that Fannint's
army had been captured and all killed after thelr surrender. This
dreadful news again had eaused great confusion in the army. The army
was again obliged to fall back and a large number of our men had to
be paroled to take care of thelyr families, and this again greatly
reduced our forces, Houston retreated to the Drazos to San Felipe.
There he turned up the river on the west side and encamped opposite
Groce's Rebreat between the river and a large lake, where he re-
mained meny days sending out his sples in every direction wateching
the enemies motions, A%t last the glorlous spy, Henry W, Karnes,
brought the news that Santa Anna had forced the crossing of the
Brazos at Fort Hend and was marching on to Harrisburg. Houston at
once, by the assistance of the steamboat YYallowstone,® that was
lying at Groce's, threw his amiy across the Brazos and took up the
1ine of Mawreh to Harvisburg, that ended in the defeat of the iexiecan

army and the securing of the independence of Texazs.
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In those dark days all seemed o be lost as that little army
was all the hopes of Texas, for if that 1ittle amy had been defeated
all was lost, for the Indians were on the point of Joining the Hexi-
eans, for on my way home after the battle I pagsed many Indians about
the Trinity painted and armed awaiting the result of the battle, for
if that little Texian army had been defeated the Indians would have
joined the Mexican army and would have commenced butchering our halpe
less women and children, fhen all seamed to be lost the noble Sydney
Ae Sherman came to our assistance with a glorious Kentucky regiment
and rendered great and timely aid and having gloriously led our left
wing in the glorious battle of San Jacinto, That battle secured the
independence of Texas and laid the foundation of extending the juris-
diction of the United States to the Pacific Ucean.

I wae a member of the Consultation (of) 1835, voted for the
Declaration of Indépendence at that time and if it had have carried
Texas would have been in a much better condition to have met the eneny
than she was in 1836, It would have given us more time %o have organ=
ized armies, and been much better prepared to have met the enemy., 1
have been in Texas since 1824, served in all the wars, beginning with
Fredonian war 1827, in the war between Santa Anna and Bustamente 1832,
in the war 1835 and 36 bm?on Santa Amna and the Republic of Texas,
and in 1839 (war) aghinst the Cherckees under John Boles the greatwar
chief, I have served Texas in various wars, I was first Sheriff four
I was President of the Board of Land Commissioners in 1838, Custom
House Collector 183, was Mayor of San Augustine, I was a member of
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the Consultation in 1835, served you one term in the legislature, and
there has never been a call for help in the hour of danger that I was
not there I have seen San Augustine twice broken up and abandoned,
first in the Iredonian War in 1827 all the ocitizens of the esunty left
and fled to the United (States) Exeept Ddward Tell and myself, (In)
1836 it was again abandoned but I 4id not witness that scene for I
was in the army acting as Aldede-cam= to General Houston. I have
never abandoned hy country though I have had #o encounter many dangers
heving come to Texas when only 14 years old without father money or
frineds, and never received but a very limited education, in fact
what I in a groat measure acquired by my own exertions with a little
agsistance from my friends, I am proud to be able to sey in truth
that I have been always an honest man, At 27 years I married to
Elizabeth latten formerly Hlizabeth Cooper by whom I had three chil-
dren ons son and two daughters., Ay oldest son I named Sam Houston
Horton after my glorious old chief that led me to battle, ani who
remained my best friend through life. Houston Horton is still living,
I had also two daughters Eliza and Mary, both deads I lived with my
wife ten years, In the meantime I had by honest esedtions accumulated
a emall fortune but the eivil wars of my country left me in my old
age penniless poor, having glven away e fortume in valuakle land for
negro property vhich was taken away from me by the self righteous pedple
of the Horth, these hypoeritical people having dealt in dhves as

long as it was profitable in the Horth and finding out that they money
that they had invested in negro property could be better and more pro-
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fitably invested in fsctories, at once hrought thelr negroes down

goubh and z0ld then for from one thousand to fifteen hundred dollars

$o their southern neighbors,”
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HORTUN, ALIXANDER - Bora in North Carolina April 18, 1810 as one
:: :i:: ehildren of Julius Horton and Susannah Purnell, His father
and family moved %o Louisiena in 1818, where in May of thet year his
father dled, leaving his mother with the helpless cuildrem to support.
She moved to Texas early in January, 1824 and settled at Ayish Bayou
now ealled San Augustine,

On a winter night in 1826 his mother and sisters and an orphan
ehild «izht years old whom Mrs, Horton had adopted were gathered around
the fire in the rude log hut, Alexander, or "Sandy", as he was galled,
being absent, when & party of three Indians entered and demanded pos-
session of the orphan, Mrs, Horton seized a shovel and being & powere
ful woman, felled the advancing Indian, with an uplifted xnife in
his hend, to the floor, and a fearful struggle followed. ZTwo of har
daughters escaped at this moment and ran through the darkness for
"Sandy®, who was distant three fourths of a mile., With two other
men he hastened home, There stood his mother in one corner wora out
with the struggle, blood streaming from her head and face, bubt still
elinging with one hand to the trembling orphan, and holding the shovel
in the other, With his rifle barrel Sandy laid cne Indisn bleeding
and senseless upon the floor, while the other savages escaped,

An account of the Fredonian war and the part Horton played in it
48 told in his autoblography from which the following was copled:

"The war grew out of a cquarrel between Mexican citizens of Nacogdoches
and Haden Edwards who had obtained from the Mexican Coveranment the

right to colonize the country south of the road leading from Kacoge
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doches to the Sabinse River, and had settled in the town of Hacogdoches-
with his family, but a dispute soon arose between hinm and the Mexican
citizens in regsrd to their land matters, These things were referred
to the Mexiocan authorities who at once decidéd in favor of the Mexiean
eitizens, and at once tock from Edwards his colonisl grint and gave
the eolony to Alonze de Zavalla, This act arcused Edwards to desper-
ation and he at once proceeded to the United States and raised a large
forse of volunteers, marched upon Nacogdoches, and after s short en-
gagesent took the town, killing one Mexiean and wounding several.

They then ralsed wiat they called the Fredonian flug, and estsblished
the Fredoniun Goverament, He then called upon the citizems of Ayish,
Sabine, Teanaha, or Shelby to join, This they refused to do, not see-
ing any cause for & war with Mexico, This sguin arcused Edwards to
desperation and he at once issued a proelamstion, giving the citizens
a given time te join him, stuting that all that 4id pot join by a
given time was to be driven out of the gountry, and thelr property
was t0 be confisecated, In furtherance of this he sent down to this
gounty  about 100 men statloned on the road about two miles east of
the Avish Bayou. This tureat backed by sueh force entirely broke up
the county ., HEvery citizen of this county except except Edward Teel and my-
self fled across the Saubine, It did seem @s if all was lost but at
last the comforter came, The evening before the Fredoniens were to
earry out thelr threat to my great joy and surprise who gshould ride

up to my mother's but my old snd well tried friend Stephea Prater,

A braver nor no honester man ever lived in any county. He had with
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Aim about 75 or 100 Indian warriors all painted and ready to execute
any order given them by Prater, When he rode up to my mother's house
he called to me and said: 'Hot run away yet?' I told him I had not
left nor did not intend to leave, He then said: "Are you willing to
Join us and fight for your country’' I told him I was. Then sald he
Y3addle your horse aud follow me, and I il_;\ttnd to take that Fredonian
garrison in the morning or die in the at.t;ei%p’&.' I at once saddled my
horse, shouldered my rifle and fell into line, Stephen Prater mad
only eight white mea with him, The rest of the citizens hsd gone over
Sablne for protection from the government of the United States, I
well remember all of them he had with him, James Bridges Sr,, James
Bridges, Jr., Ross Bridges, Peter Calloway and John MeGionis, bis two
sons Gtephen und Freeman, and A, Horton, He marched that evening up
in about 400 yards of the Fredonian fort, dismounted his mem and at
daylight in the moraning marched them up near these fortificetiona,

and after telling them the place would be taken by storm, but not to
fire or kill any one without we were fired on, the order was given
for a ohmrge., When the word was givem to charge the Indi.ns ralsed

a war whoop and it was terriable, The Fredonians threw down thielr drms
and begged for quarters wihich was grambed at once, They were all Gise
armed and put under guard, As next day was the day the troops was to
gome down to0 Qarry out their threat of confiscation, as fast as they
arrived they were arrested and put under gusrd, So in the evurse of
a few hours we had them all under pusrd, When the news reached Hacoge

doches Col. Edwards and the balance of the party fled to the United
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Stutes, crossing the SBabine river st Richard Haley Croseing in Shelby
County, and this was the last of the Fredonlan war."

Horton's comnnection with the battle at Nacogdoches in August
1832 48 also glven in this satoblography.

"In 1832 a eivil war broke out in Mexico, President Bustamente
declaring in favor of a monarchial form of government and General Santa
Anna 1in favor of the Constitution of 1824, The Americans everywhere
in Texas took up =rms in favor of Santa Auna, At that time there was
& r.giment of Mexisan scldiers stationed at Hacogdoohes under the
canmand of Col. Pledras, who declared in favor of the central governe
ment, The people of Eastern Texas declared in favor of the Constitue
tion of 1824. The people at once flew to arms snd elected James W.
Bulloek mw in chief, James W. Syllock was a well tried soldier,
had served under the immortal Jaeksom in Indisn wars and was with him
at the battle of New Orkesns, The Texians marched from the town of
Nacogdoches the last of July 1832, and on the second day of August
formed themselves in regular order of battle and demanded the surren=
der @f the place or the raising of the Sante Anna flag, both of waich
Gol, Piedras vefused to do, sending wor@l that he was well prepared
and ready to receive us. About ten o'clogk on the 2nd day of August
the battle begam, the Mexicans meeting us at the entrance of the town.
A furious Tigav comucnced which lasted all day, the Americ.ns driving
them from house to house until they reached the stone house, There
they made a desparate stand but was again driven from the ¢ to the

main fortifieation, which they called the guartell, This snded the
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fighting of the 2nd of August, August Jd the Americans was well pree=
pared to commence the figat but to their surprise they found that the
Kexieans had that adght abandoned the town and had retreated to the
west, A 0all ab once was made for voiuateers to folilow them, 17
men 5t onee volunteersd to go after themjy atbacked them at the erodse
ing of the Angeline, and after a conelder:ble fight in wibich the
Mexicans lost their great eavalry office Museus (iusquiz), who was
killed in the fight, the Hexicans took possession of John Durstts
houses., ‘The imerieens then withdrew and took a etrosg position on
the rosd west of the river, intending to ambuscade and il ht the
Mexieans to the DBrazos but after waiting until late in the day re-
turned to see what the Mexicass was doing. To our surprise on
arriving near the house we saw a white flag flouting from Durstts
chimney. We approsched the place with caution for we asd only
seventeen men and Piedraes oad an entire regiment, But we approsched
as neer a8 we thought prudent and Pledras had his officers come out
and surrender themselves prisoners of war. We then was at a loss to
kxnow what to do with so many priscners so we hit upon the following
plan: So it was agreed upon the Col, Pledras and his officers should
be tuken back to Nacogdoches, and that the soldlers should remain
where they were until further orders, On arriving st Hecogdoches
with our prisomers a treaty was made by which Pledras and Lis officers
was paroled and sent home by way of New Orlesns pledging himseld uob
to take up arms any more during the war unless fairly ¢xchangsd; and

this was the end of the war of 1832, The names of tis sevenleon men
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I have forgot some of them but remember some of them, I will begin
with James Carter, Hiram Brown, John Neoilin, William Lloyd, Jack
Thompson, George Lewis, Horatio Hanks, James Sradshaw, A. Horton,
Geeégo Jonesy the other names I have forgottan,

Horton was sheriff of San Augustine Hunicipality from 1831 te
1835, Im April 1835 he was sent as a delegate to the "Consultation®
at San Felipe de Austin,

In 1836 Horton, Richardson Seurry, George W. Hoskley snd one
other man accompanied Gen, Houston from Washi gtoneonsthe=-Brazos to
Gonzales, arriving there March 11 and Horton remsined with thesrmy
on its retreat and wag alde~de-camp to Gen, Houston st San Jaeinto,

President Houston appointed him licutenant-colonel of s regiment
of mounted gun men for the defance of the froutler, the senate cone
fiming May 31, 1837. Durlng a recesa of Congress between May 24 and
Novenmber 13, 1838 he vas appoluted Collector of Customs for the dige
trict of San Augustine, In 1839 in participating in ths battle néninlt
the Cherckees, in which Chies Bowles was killed, He served one Lerm
in the bouse of reprezentatives in the state legislature,

He was one of the Texas witnesses to the slgning of the treaty,
of peace by Commiseioners John Forbes and Sam Houston for Texms with
Chief Bowles of the Cherckees, at Bowles! Village, February 23, 1836,

The eivil war swept away the modest fortune he had agcumulzted,

Horton was married in 1837 to Mps, Elizabeth Cooper Latten, wiuo
died in 1846, By this union three ¢idldren, two daughters and a son
were born, On December 30, 1847 he was married to Mary Harrell and
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to them were born seven children,
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HORTON, ALEXANDER « THE INCIDENTS BELOW WERE #RLTTEN BY 5. D,

BEWLEY, ONE OF HIS TRUEST FRIERDS,

In the county of San Augustine resided in 1226 irs, Susan Horton
a widow with a grown son, two minor daughters and an orphan child,
whom through ter great sympabthy and noble philantrophy she had picked
up as a walf, without parents or protestion, and had kindly cared for.
It was a dark night wille she with her liitle daughters and
the orphan were gathered around the fire of the rude log hut, her son
being absent, that a party of stalwart Indians pushed open the door
and entered into the little family group and praeuptorily demandsd
the orphan of Mrs, Horton, aceompanylng the demsnd with an exhibition
of thelr xnives natchets und gune, The orphan, who was then old
enough to comprehend the matter, clung with soreams to his foster
mother, imploring her protection against ths murderous fiends, with
a voles that rung out upon the darkness "like the wail above the dead,."
That noble woman whose name ought to go dowa throupgh history with the
names of Molly Pitcher, Mrs, Dare, and other heroines of Americsa, pressed
the child close to her and firmly refused to give it up to the enemy,
A scowling look from the foremost Indian, and an uplifted knlfe in
hand that dazzled with a fearful gleam by ths firelight upon the hearth,
told her plainly that she must yield up the o0hild -- pariaps o bHe aure
dered by torturé she knew not what -~ or her 1ife must pay the forfeit.
She seized the shovel and being a powerful woman, felled the advange
ing Indian to the floor, coveriug hergself and child with his bloed,

and a fearful strugzle between herzelf apd the Indilans fellowed, Her
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two little daughters eseaped at this moment and ran through the darke-
ness for their brother, who was distant three fourths of a mile, and
told him the Indians had murdered their mother, In a moment he
jerked up an empty rifle, == the only weapon he could gebee and with
two other men plunged through the darkness toward the bloody scens.
As they nearsd the house the yells of the savages, the heavy thuds
upon the floor and the erash of chairs and tables made night hideous
and nis two friends retreated but he fired by #hst love for a mother
that is only felt by the true and the breve, pressed onward to the
rescue of his mother if yet alive, or avenge her death if she had
already fullen, or die himself in the effort, As he neared the door
of hies home the darkness was 1it up by the fire locke of the Indiens
on the outside, who, it seems, expected him, but whose [lint lock
rifles falled to fire, He dashed into the house; there stood his
mother in ons gorner worn out with the strugele, the blood steaming
from her head and #ace, and her town and tatiered clothing literally
saturated with the gore of the deamons, but still eliaging with one
hand to the trembling orphan, and holdiag 4ia the other a bludgeon,
and looking the personification of the noblest Roman or Spartan Ha-
trons, Just s her son enbtered the house in which there were still
two Indians, he heard ome of themtell her (in English) that he would
ghut the dcor and then kill her, 4uick as thought a herculean blow
with the rifle barrel laid the Indian bleeding and sensscless upon the
floor, while his blood covered mether was exclaining, "Thank God, ay

son hes come, Sandy has come,” He ssote the othar Indian & lick that
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sent him out at the door, At this juncture ome of the men vho had
deserted young Horton come up, when the Indlans outside snapped at
him but failed to fire., The savages having been thus foiled, the guns
failing them, and perhaps expecting thut young Hortosn wo 14 soon be
relaforged, skulked off in the darkness-~all except the one who said
he would xill M¥rs, Horton--he was carried avay-- and thus the cnild
and krs, Horton were saved from death, Thet woman was the mother of
Col., Alexsnder Horton now in the Legislature from San Augustine,

A brief reminiscence of Col., Horton may not be ariss in this
place, He settled in this country im 18243 was its sheriff from
1831 to 18343 was in the battle of Hagogdoches on the dnd day of
August, 1832; fellowed the retreating imperilists to the Angelina
river where with only sixteen others eaptured by strategy the eantire
force of sbout four hundred men; was representative from tuls county
in the eocnsultation neld in 1835 at San Felipe; Accompunied San
Houston and Col. Forbes in the same ysar into the Indian Hation, and
alded in making & tregty witi the Cherokees; jolned the Texa s Army
as Iouaton'e Aide-~de-camp at Gonzales; acted in that ocapasity uantil
after the battle of San Jasintoj; and saw Sylvester and nobody but

8rlvester bring Santa Anna into camp,
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