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BUNTON, JOHN WHEZLER e~ Bora in Sumner, Tennessee, Februsry 22,
1807 a son of Joseph Rebert and Phosbe (Desha) Bunton, In the headright
certificate issued to him January 13, 1838 for three-fourths of one
league and one labor of land by the Board of lLand Commissioners for
Auvstin County it is stated that he came to Texas in 1833, On April 8,
1835, as a single man, he had received title to one-fompth of a league
in iilan's Colony situated in the present Bastrop Gounty,

lyr, Bunton was Seeretary of the first Committee of Safety orgaunized
at Mina (Bastrop), Hay 17, 1835. In Comptroller's Military Service
Resord Ho., 1158 it is certified that he was First Smgmtlin Captain
Rosert . Coleman's Company of iine Volunteers from September 28 %o
December 17, 18357 when discharged at ina. For the Stormlag and Capture
of Dexar, December 5 to 10, 1835 he was probably trausferred to Captein
John Tork's Compuny since his name appears on page 23 of the army rolls
in the General Land Office as a member of Captain York's Company.

iy, Bunton was one of the delegates from Mina Munieipality to the
Constitutional Convention at Vashingbton-on-the-Brazos and was a signer
of the Texas Declaration of Independences In Comptroller's Military
Service Record Mo, 141 it is stated that he served in the army from
lareh 28 to May 12, 1836, He was a member of Captain Jesse Billingaley's
Company of Hina Volunteers at San Jacinto and on February 8, 1853 he
was lssued Donation Certificate No. 484 for (40 acres of lamd for %
having partieipated in the battle, In Service Record No., 133 if is ”
eertified that lMr. Bunton was due 391,35 for having served as a Najor
of Rangers from July 24 to Uctober 24, 1836,
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The appearance of the Mexiocan fleet in the Gulf inm 1837 was followed
by some danage to Texas, The Champion
for the mrmy, was taken by the enemy; and also, on the 12tk of April,
the Julius Cassar, whose cargo was valued at mﬂy‘ thousand dollars.
On board the latter were a number of passengers returaing from a visit

freighted with provisions, ete.,

to tha United States, among them being Major and lMrs., John ¥, Bunton,
Mre and Mirs, Deshe Bunton, a sister of John ¥, and Desha Bunton and her
husbend and a mumber of slaves, all of whom were taken prisoners, Presi-
dent Houston had previously lim an order for the release of the
Nexican prisonsrs; but learning that those on board the captured vessels
had been taken o letamoras and confined, he revoked the order of release.
The bloecading navy of the enemy necessarily came in eontact with
the commsrce of the United States; and the Mexican brig of war Uprrea,
huvine gaptured some /merican vessels and property, was taken by the
United States sloop-of-war latohes, and sent into Pensacola as a pirate.
On the 17th of April, the Texan schooner independense, having a erew of
thirty-one men besides several passengers - among whom was William H,
“harton, on his retura his mission to the United States, was met about
thirty miles from Velasco, by two Mexican brigs-of-war, the Liberator;
having sixtesn sighteen pounders and one hundred and forty men, and the
Vince dor del Alamo, urrytngﬁ elx twelves and one long eighteen pounders,
and one hundred men, After a severe fight, in which the Texans behaved
most gallantly, the Independense was overpowered and taken into Brazos
Santiago, whenee the crew and passengers were transferred to latamoras

(
and confined. In this engugement, Captain George W, dheelwright, of the
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Independence, was severely wounded.

The following is freom an sditorial in the Tslegraph sad Texas
Regiater of louston, Jume 24, 15373

"’Ifho Honorable John ¥, Bunton and lady, baving recently arrived
from labamores, via Hew Orleans, ir, Bunton stutes that the Champion
hes been condesmed by Lhe Nexicuns as a piratical vessel, the Julius
Caesar has also been dondemmed Lhough not as a piratieal eraft, The
officers of the Independence are mot ill treated, but the orew are kept
in close confinement, Captain iheelwright has mearly recovered, Cener-
al Filisola made a proposition for the exchange of Prigoners just before
My, Be left. This was'that all the Mexican prisonsrs now in Texas should
be released in exchange for the ¥Texian Captaives now iu Mexico; the
Texian government defrying the expenses of removing these captives to
Matanoras.' Colonel %Wharton spurned the offer with indignation, consid-
ering it an insult upon the national charaeter; tae ratic of the sexian
captives being to the Hexicans as one 10 ten or twelve,"

On July 1, 1837 dajor Bunton offered the following explanation in
the ielegrapht

"Having seen my name affixed a8 a eitizen of Tennessee yo an
address, or representation, giving an aecount of the capture and imprisone
ment of officers, orew, and passengers of the Julius Cgesar, published
in a Hew .Ox-laans Journal, In justice to myself, I am under the necessity
of saying that my name was appended without my knowledge or consent. True
it is, 1 claimed protection fwom the United States flag, not as & citie-
zen, but from the treaty between the United States and Hexioo,"
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Major Bunton removed o Austin County and was from that county
slected to the House of Representatives of the First and Third Leglsla-
tures. Retiring from the practice of law he engaged in the satile
business on an extensive scale,

iiajor Banton was an active member of the Texas Veterans Assocliation

from 168 organization to the day of his death at Mountain City, Hays
Sounty Texas, August 24, 1879, His remsins were buried in the B.biason
gesctery on the old Bunton homestead near Buda by the side of those of
his wife who dled September 16, 1862, The remaine of the two wers re~
moved by the State of Texas and, on Mareh 2, 1932, reinterred in the
Stete Cemebery at Austin and a jolut monument erected at their ma
there, |

iirs, Dunton vu‘\s_befors marriage Mapry lowell, 3She was born in
Gallatin, Tennessee, Februsry 22, 1816 and was a cousin of lirs. Jeffer-
son Dakls, Ohe was & close personal friend of the first ips, Sam
Houston, who was born and dled at Gulatin.

¢hildren of Major and Mrs, Bunton were (1) Elizabeth, (2) Joseph
Howsll, (3) Thomas Howell; (4) Desha, (5) #illiam Howell, (6) and Jumes
Howell Bunton,

{1) Elizabeth Bunton was married to Dr, W, As Ontman, Thelr
ahildwen were John Bunton Gatman, deceased; Ferunot, deceased; Mary,
who married David émmt. and after his degsh, a My, Wright, snd now
'aa Wrs, Mary Wright miaon on Warwiek Avenue, San Antonio.

(2) Joseph Howell Bunton had two ohildren, Henry and Mareus Howell,

both deceaseds
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(3) Thomas Howell Buntun was never marrvied,

{4) Desha Bunton had the following enildren: liiss Brewye Bunton,
Eyle Texas; Jobhn ishley Punton; Wilmot Bunbony Willie Hanlove Lunton;
and Robert Desha Bunton,

(5) williws Howell dunton had ome ehild, O¥iver vendel Buaton,

(6) James Howell Bunton was never married,
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