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ROBISON, JOEL WALTFR -- According to the Hebison family Bible
My, Robison was born in ‘ashington County, Georgia, Uctober 5, 1815.
This conflicte with documents in the Certificate of Character files
in the Spanish Archives of the Gepersl Land Office, He ia shown as
having besn born in Virginia in one document and in another he signed
his name very distinctly Ro ne Llater, however, he spelled his
name Hobison., Yollowing are copies of the Bocuments referrved to:
“Departaent of Bacogdoches Qetr the Bth 1834
District of Bewil

I certify that Joel Robinson is a Hative of the State of Vire
ginia in the U 8 of the Horth i8 n Single Man of Good Horal habits
and friendly t0 the Laws and Religion of the “oumdpy Given at the
Regquaest of the Party interested

John Bewil, <lealde,”

"Wr. George 1o Nixon Commalasioner

Sir you will please deliver to Ceorge #. Sayth my title to
property on inls paying the fees of office and oblidge yours

Joel Robeson,™

April 27th 1835

My, Robison was a son of John G, Hoblson who cume to Texas with
his family, Joel Hobigon received title to onc-fourth of a league
of land in Zavala's Colony situated in Jasper County, Hay 6, 1835.
This was the amount of land a single man was entitled to receivs at
that time, On November 20, 1837 he was marri:d and on Yanuary 18,

1638 he was issued Headright Certificate Mo, 24 for throe-fourths of
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one league and one labor of land by the Faystte County Board of lLand
vommissloners. This added to the one-fourth lesgue he had previously
moceived nade a total of a league and labor of land, the smount given
to married men by the Republic of Texas., In the headright certificate
it is stated that he arrived in Texas in December, 1831, ie landed
at Velageo and for o time made the present Vounty of Drazoria his h
homs. On Febnmz.y 12, 1836 his father received title to a league of
land in austin'sg !t:g‘t?y%glony on th: west side of Vumming Creek, in
Fayette County and the family moved there and settled on ity

In Vole 1, page _____ of the lLamar Papers both Joel W, and his
Pather are shown as having partiocipated in the Battle of Velasco in
June, 1832,

Joel ¥, Robison participated in the siege of Bexar in 1835 and
toolk part in the Grass Fight. At San Jacinto he was a}naubw of Cap~
Bain E'z‘illia? Je “e Heard's company of Citizen Uoldlers and on Janu=
ary 19, lﬁb he was iseued Donation Certificate No., 194 for 640 acres
of land for having participated in the battle. On January 4, 1838
he received Bounty Certificate Ho, 1575 for 320 acres of land for
having served in the army from February 1 to day 1, 1836.

On April 22, 1836 ir. “obison was one of the small group of men
who caﬁturad General Sants ~nna. The others in the group were James A,
Sylvester, Alfred iH, Miles and JobBeph D, Vermillion.

lir, John U, Robison, father of J el V., was u member of the House
of Representatives in the first “ongress of the Republie., On “ovem=

ber 20, 1836 with his brother he rode to the house of a lr, Stevens,
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Ag they were rTeturning they were met by a party of indlans and both
were killed., Joel ¥, Yontinued to live on his father!s headright
league, e was appointed First Licutenant of = company of Hounted
Rifiemen for duty in Gongales County, December 7, 1636. “e was clee-
ted from Fayette County to a seat in the Texas Legislature in 1860
and 1862, and was = member of the “onstitutional Convention in 1874.
in 1850 he was master of Florida (iesonic) Lodge lo. 46 at “ound Tops

lr, Hobison on November 20, 1837 was married to smily -sana AleXe
ander, daughter of Samuel “lexander and sister of +erome D, “lexander
who partieipated in the Hattle of Oan Jacluio. Nrs, Hobison was born
in Kentucky and died November 23, 1886, Mr, Robison died Sunday
August 4, 1889, and was buried besidef his wife in the Fiorida Chajpel
cemebory near Hound Top, Fayette County, 4t the time of iis death
he was second vice-president of the Texas Veterans assocliations In
1932 the Stabe of Texas had the remains of Wr. ani “rs. ‘obison moved
to the State Cometery at justin and had a joint monument erected at
their Aaw Eraves

| Children of My, and dps, Robison, all of whom are deceased, were

s1lmelda, who married Thomas 4, Ledbetter; OSamel A.; Jumesy Fannlej
who m?rﬂed Dp. J, %, Smithy Luey, who married J. F, MeClatchey;
Heal W., who married Hallie P, Carter; and J, ¢, Hobison, who died
FOUnLg.

Some of the surviving grandehildren of My, and ¥pa, Robison are
Hrs, Bettic Davis, ioustoay MNprs, 5, C, Ulive, Waco; &rs. HSorwells

John B, and ¥, ©, Hobison; W. +, Ledbetter, Uklahoma; Urs, R. K.



Dareh; H, C, Ledbetter; annie U,, Lena J,, Seth L, S,, Ggy T.,
Hugh 4., Anna and Alberta Ledbetter,
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The following letter from Mr, Kobison was published in the Texns

ilmanse of 1859:
Round Top, August 5th, 1858,

Eds, Texas Al mana¢ -~ Gentlemen:~ I have received a letter from my
friend Dp. J. H, Robson, recucating me to give you the particulars
of the capture of Santa Anma, in 1836, It was as follows: On the
morning of the 224, the day after the battle, a party was detailed
and sent out under command of Gen, Burleson, %his party progesded
in the direction of the bridge on Vince's Bayou. Our object wus to
pick up any Mexicans we could find who had fled from the battle the
evening I t:?’ and particularly to search for Canta ~nna and Yos,
¥hen we reached the Dayou, we divided into squads of five or gix
persens in cach, and went in different directions. The party 1 was
with consisted of six, =ll privates, so far as . koow, Their names
are as foklows: Hiles, Sylvester, Thompson, Vermillion, anolher name -
I do not recollect, snd myself, From the bridge we started down the
Bayou. After travelling about two miles, we saw u man standing on
the bank of the ravine, some five or six hundred yards from us. He, '
no doubt, saw us firet, for'Ghi we started tewsrds him, he sat down
en a high place, and waited till we came &p. it proved to be Santa
Anna. L wag the only one of the party that spoke the Hexicen language.
i ashed him if he knew where Santa inna and Cos were, ie stated he
thought they had gone %o the Jpazos. Iasiked him if he knew of sny
other Maxicans that had mde thelr emeape from the battle, He said
he thought there were gome up the ravine in = thicket., <4 told him we

would take him te the ‘merican Camp, le wus very willing to go, but



COMPILED By
L. W. KEMP

gomplained of being very tired., I asked him if he was an officer,
Ho, he said, he belonged to the cavalry, and was not accustomed to
being on foob - that he was run very close to our cavalry the day
before, snd was compelled to leave his horsze. “hen Wwe started with
him, one of our party dismounted and went up the ravine to look for
the Hexieans spoken of byZianta snna, and Santa cnna rode his horse
some two miles up to the read, <The man that went up the ravine finde
ing no Hexicang, then came back up and told Spnta Anna to diasmount,
Hg refused te do i%, und the man then levelcd his gun at him, when
he dianounted -nd zsked me how far it was to camp, L told him eight
or nine mileas., He said he could not walk so far, ZThe young men then
wanted to kill him, and I told him {gg’. He then sald he would try and
walk, but would have to go slow; and so we started for camp, and the
man got behind him, and would priek him in the buck "with his spear,
and make him trot for some two or threc miles. m Auns then stopped
and appesling to me, sald that if we wanted to kill him, to do se,
but he could not walk any farther, I::;:k him up bshind me, und scare
ricd him to camp, some five or six miles further., After he got up
behind, we entered inte a general conversation. iHe nsked me if Gen,
Houstén commanded in person at the battle; how many we killed,and
how many prisosers we had taken, and when they would be shot., I told
him I did not think they would be shot - that L have never known
Americans to kill prisoners of war, e said the Americans were a
brave and generous people,and asked me whaut 1 thought wou'd be done

with the prisoners. i told nim i did not know, but that the ;mericans
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would like the younger ones for servants, He ssid that would be
very kind., He asked me how many were in our army st the battle, I
sald some six or seven hundred. He sald he thought L was mistaiken «
that ther: rust be nore., 1 asaid no, and that two hundred “meriocana
ecould whip the whole Mexican Army. ":‘5:; 8aid hoy the smericans
are great soldier-,” I agik-d him if he was not sorry he had come to
fight the <mericaus, xes. hu said, but ke belenged to the army,
and was compelled to obey his officers. I asked him, if he was buck
in Hexico, he would come to Texas any more, le sald 2o, he would
desert first, *his brought us to camp, when the Mexigans immediately
announced his name., He asked to bo taken to Gen, Hougton, and was
then taken to him,

Dr. Robson writed to me that you want these faets for the ine
formation for your almanac readers. Lif you think thom of sufficient
interest, vou can put them in sueh shape as you think besb,.

i am, yours &
Very respectfully
JOEL We ROBISON
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RUBLSON, JOIL . = The following letter appeared in the Texas
Almanag of 4 #Preceding the letter was the foliowing state-
ment by the sditor of thc Almanacs
[fhe gtatements in the following letter appear to present some dig-
eropuncies with the mwore gencrally received account of the sapture
of Sanba “nna, or that given by Dp. labadie in his Barrative, in
another part of this work., Ve, however, give Hpr, Hobinson's asccount,
believing that it will serve to elicit other testimony of living
witnesses, by which any er-or may hereafter ve oorructedj

Rountl Top = March 15 1859
Cpl John Forbes

Sir I received your twe letters and should have m}rod you
sooner but have not been at home for some time, for I am glad to hear
from or correspond with any of the old texisng who took part in the
early struggles of the country. + rocolleot you us well as any offigcer
that was in the army and knew you during the whole campaign of 1836
a8 commiasary General of the army, and wes astonished at the “ersonal
attack made Ly Dr,. Labadie on your character fublished in the texas
almanace of 1859. 1 think yeu andpvory officer that belonged to the
arsy on the duy of the battle acted Bravely and galantly and am sorry
t0 hear any thing ssid derogatory to the charscter of any of them for
there is but few now iiving who took part in that Hemorable Smla

r

and oll that is living deserved honorable mention and the gratatude

and respect of the country. [ never knew Ur, Labadie in 1836 or in-

deed never knew there was such « man until £ saw his stutement ‘ublished
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in the almanac Tor 1859 though [ have no doubt he was in the army for
he mentions some circumstances ag detalled by him of the delivery of
Santa ana by Silvester is not cerrect Silvester was in company but
loft uz before we got in to camp. The clreumstances detailed by you
ef the delivery Sentzs ana 18 gorroot you were the first officer 1 mst
when *~ got in to camp.--and to you 1 delivered him snd soon after you
was joined by Cel., Hickly.

i wag - member of Capt, Herds gompany ond not Dakers as you
supoaed, |

I sm Respectfully yours

‘Jeel ¥ Hebison
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FUNERAL NOTICE

Died - 4t hig home near !grrenton, Sunday,
‘ugu b 4, 1889,
COL., JOXL W. BOBISON
The fricids and sequalntenances of the family
are requested to attend his funersl from iis 1§ke
residence, at 10 o'cloeck i, M, August 5, 1889, He
will be buried at Uld Florida Chapel Cemetery near

Hound Top.

Lla Grange, ‘ugust 4th, 1889,
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