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‘ BENSON, ILLIS, Born in Vermont in 1808, He arrived at Velaseo
January 28, 1836, on the schooner Pennsylvania, having been recruited
by Captain Amasa Turner in the Unlted States for the army of Texas, He
received Bounty Certificate No, 968 for 1280 acres of land for serving
in the army from February 13, 1836, to February 13, 1837. He was a
nember of Captain Amasa Turner's Company but served in Captain Isaae
K, Moreland's Artillery Company at San Jacinto. He was issued Donatien
Certificate No, 723 for 640 acres of land December 22, 1838, for having
partieipated in the battle, On July 15, 1839, he received a Headright
Certificate for one-third of a league of land from the Fort Bend County
Board,
Hyr, Benson accompanied the Mier Expedition as a member of Capbain
William Ryan's Company and was wounded at the battle of Mier, Mexico,
on Christmas, 1842,
At s eonvention held on the San Jacinto battlefield April 21,
| 1860, General Sam Hougton was endorsed for President of the United States
as "the people's eundidate.,” Isaae L, Hill, a San Jaecinte veteran,
was elected president of the comrention and ameng the vice presidents
shosen were the following who had served under General Houston st San
Jaginto: Samuel Pasehall, BEllis Benson, Andrew Montgomery, William
5, Taylor, William Dunbar and David H. lLove.

ir, Begnason died at Houston 1892, while a member of

the Texas Veterans Associatlon,
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The following letter written by A, A. Mebryde, Augtin, June 10,
1893, is among the miscellaneous papers of the Archives of the Texas
State Library:

On June 2, as a representative of the historieal department of
the Department of Insurance, Statistics and History, I called on Ellis
Benson at his home in Houston and from him obtained the following state-
ment of his conneetion with the army of Gen, Sam Houston and subsequent
partieipation in the battle of San Jaeinto, Mr, Benson is aged £1 and
totally blind, BHe claims to have been in the U.85, Army priviocusly to
enlisting in the Texan army.

"I landed at Velasco January 28, 1838," said lir. Benson, "and
enlizted in Capt. Amssa Turner's Company Feb. 13, 1836, and received
orders to go to San Antonio, This wes hefore the fall of the Alame,.

%Wa started sut on the Schooner Tamaulipas, intending te sail around te
Corpus Christi and thence mareh to join the Texans at San Antonio, In
going over the har our vessel was wreecked., This stopped us. In March
we were srdered to the main army under Houston atb Beason's Ferry on the
Golorado. Gen, Filisola, Santa Anna's lieutenant, was on the opposite
glde of the river with an army. I yremember Gen. Houston called for vol-
unteers to make an attack on the Mexicens. Was with Houston in his re-
treat frvom the Colorado upon San Felipe de Austin,. ¥e experienced: great
hardships on the marek from Sen Pelipe up the Hrazos, We had hardly
anybhing to eat., Om the last day of lareh wearied and tired out we
ghruck the Brazos timber opposite Groce's plantation. We heapd of ¥

Fennin's defeat. We crosged the Brezos on the Steambeat Yellowstone}
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there was a rise in the river, e camped in the Brazos Bottom near
Groce's till the 13th of April when Gen. Houston began his mareh teo
Harrisburg where the enemy were., It was at Groce's that we recelved
the two pleces of artillery given Texas by Cincinnati, called the
Twin Sisters. They were of iron and, if my memory serves me right,
were six pp‘tmdera.

The first night of the march we camped at Donoho's place, Thence
we marched to Mathew Burnet's place on Big Cypress above the place where
Houston now stands. On the march Gen, Houston ordered two wagon loads
of lead to be emptied and the lead burned, having other use ~for the
wagons. Om the 16th of April, as well as I can recollect, we camped
at the hesd of Little White Oak Bayou, and on the 18th oppesite Harrig=
burg., That evening we captured a lexican courier having in his posses-
sion Col., Travia' seddlebags., From papers found on it was discovered
that Senta Amns designed crogsing Buffale Bayou. I was one of those
put on guard., My captain, ascertaining the facts, called for me and
said, "Benson, I am sorry to see you on guard., We are golng to fight
the Hexicans.” 1 swore an oath and sald I was going too. OSeo the Gap=
tain got a man to take my place, Cressing Buffalo Bayou to the south
side occupied by the enemy, we marched $111 10 o'elock and got down to
Earle's place., We had nothing to eat and it was cool misty weather,
We wers of course armed with the old style flintlock guns and 1t was
difficult to keep powder in the pans and touch holes dry., = = = While
in camp somebody aceidentally fired off his gun. Gen, Houston was soon

on the scene swearing by the Eternal that the next man who did so should
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be shot,

Fypom this point wa marched down to the grove in the edge of the
prairie overlooking the spot which was in a day or two t;:he scene
of the battle of San Jacinto,

¥y, Benson claims to have handled one of the guns known as the
twin sisters and to have cast the shot (leaden) used in them, and which
did such damage to the enemy before the grand assault was made on the
Mexican lines.

Regarding the wound of Gen. Housten, 3r. Benéon claims it was done
by his own men feor the reason that, as he was charging on his horsse
between the two lines and in front of the Texans, he was shot in the
ankle next to the Texans, He says that at the beginning of the charge
Houston, fearing the’'line would fall inte confusion, hallooced at the
top of his voice to the men to halt., But they would not listen and on
they swept upon the enemy. Houston remarked, "I applaud your bravery,
but d--n your manners." He says it was the man rather than Houston who,

in reality, won the battle of San Jacinte.



COVPILED BY
L. W. KEMP,

BENSON, ELLIS « When Mr, Benson joined the Texas Veterans Associa=-
tion in 1874 he stated that he was a native of Vermont, sixty-six years
of age, and had emigrated to Texas in January, 1836, (See page 586,

D We G, Baker's A Texas Scrap Book)s That he arrived in Texas in
January, 1836 is verified in the headright Certificate issued to him
July 15, 1838 for one-third of a league of land by the Board of Land
Commissioners for Fort Beand County. Om Jamary 18, 1838 Samuel Pas-
chall appeared before the Harrisburg Board and stated that he and Mr,
Benson had arrived in Texas on the same vessel in January, 1836,
(Page 23 of the Headright Book for Harrisburg county inthe Goneral
Land Office, Austin) As a mattem of-fact they were both recruited in
" New Orleans for the army of Texas by Captain Amasa Turner and arrived
at Velasco on the schooner Pennsylvania, January 28, 1830,

My, Ellis received Bounty Certificate No., 968 for 1280 acres of
land for having served in the army from February 13, 1836, to Febru-
ary 13, 1837. He was a member of Cgptain Amasa Turner's company but
served in Captain Isaac N, Moreland's artillery co pany at San Jacinto.
He was issusd Donation Certificate No. 723 for 640 acres of land Decem~
ber 28, 1838, for having participated in the battle.

At a convention held on the San Jacinto battlefield April 21, 1860,
Gengral Sam Houston was endorsed for President of the United States as
“"the people's candidate". Isaac L. iill, a San Jacinto veteran, was
elected president of the convention and among the vice presidents chosen
were the following who had served under General Houston at San Jacinto:

Samuel Paschall, ¥£llia Benson, Andrew Montgomery, William 8, Taylor,
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Williem Dunbar and David H, Love,

Mr, Benson died at Houston Uetober 27, 1896, The following notice
of his deabh appeared in the Houston Daily Post, Uctober 28, 18963

The body of Xllis Denson, one of the pioneers of

Houston, whose death occurred early Monday morning, was

buried in German cemetery yesterday morning at 10 o'cloeck,

from the late home, Mo, 812 Bremond Street, chf. Kailon o

officiated. The pall bearers were J, W, Bell, Henry Curtin,

T, Bs Howard and W. A. Coyle.
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